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and in conjunction with existing utility elements.

Sustainability principles should be reflected in the use of local ––
materials, native plants, water harvesting principles, and the use of 
solar panels to power accent lighting and mile markers.

Interpretive elements such as botanical signs and natural feature and ––
site history plaques should be incorporated into the Green Spots.

As noted in the Scenic Corridor Design Guidelines, low, direct ––
pedestrian scale lighting will be used, limited to in-ground lighting, 
low bollards, or other specialty accent lighting; however the use of 
accent lighting will be on a limited, less frequent basis in this segment.

Plantings should continue to include a more intensified use of color ––
and plant densities should increase slightly, but still appear to be 
natural. Planting patterns should become slightly more organized, 
differentiating the Green Spot from the surrounding natural desert 
landscape. 

Mile markers will be placed at each mile intersection where appropriate. •	
No half mile markers should be included in this segment. 

In accordance with the Scenic Corridor Design Guidelines, the mile 
markers in Segment 6 will be constructed from materials found in or 
made from the desert setting, or will interpret such materials in form, 
texture, and color. For rural/preservation character areas, this translates 
into a marker that appears to be an extension of the desert or a weathered 
remnant from the past. A more contemporary interpretation may be 
considered in high activity/commercial character segments.

The contextual trapezoid shape will continue to be reflected in benches, •	
art plinths, and other site elements.

The street cross section will follow the Scenic Corridor Design Guidelines •	
and should be modified to include the following.

80-foot wide roadway––

Five and one half foot bike lane in both directions––

Two 11-foot wide travel lanes in each direction––

24-foot wide planted median with at-grade decorative paving at left ––
turn lanes

Ribbon curb––

Four-foot wide graded shoulder––

150-foot wide ROW––

Minimum 100-foot wide landscaped set back area on each side of the ––
roadway

Sidewalk and equestrian paths as dimensioned in cross section ––
guidelines

Mesquite Bosque Western Reserve

Rammed Earth

landscaped setback area to define it, and include appropriate plantings 
at an appropriate density as identified in the Scenic Corridor Design 
Guidelines. Additional landscape easements or ROW acquisition may 
be required to preserve this setback and maintain the continuous thread 
throughout the segment.

Additional plantings should only occur where the natural desert •	
vegetation is disturbed. Additional plantings should be installed in an 
organic, natural pattern. New plantings should match the density and 
species of the immediate area and strictly adhere to the Environmentally 
Sensitive Lands Ordinance (ESLO). Planting concepts for the segment 
are described in more detail below.

A 12-foot wide multi-use path, constructed of stabilized decomposed •	
granite, will integrate with existing topography though the landscaped 
setback in this segment. An exception to this design guideline will be in 
locations where existing concrete sidewalks have already been installed. 
At these locations, sidewalks should be stained San Diego Buff or 
equivalent and a separate four-foot wide stabilized decomposed granite 
path provided for equestrian users. 

Green Spots are to be located only at mile intersections, differentiating •	
Segment 6 from Segments 1 through 5, and responding to the lower 
density development of this segment. An exception to this is at Via Dona 
Road where Green Spot treatments should be installed to emphasize the 
equestrian crossing at this location. Green Spots should occur at:

Happy Valley Road––

Jomax Road––

Dynamite Road––

Via Dona Road––

Dixileta Road––

Lone Mountain Road––

Dove Valley Road ––

Carefree Highway––

While limited to only mile intersections, Green Spots will continue to •	
be areas where the level of improvements will be intensified and the 
focus will remain on pedestrians and equestrians. Treatments should 
follow the recommendations for secondary Green Spots outlined 
previously but will be modified slightly to reflect some of the primary 
Green Spot principles and the lower density and naturalistic character of 
the segment. The following elements should be included in Segment 6 
Green Spots:

Seatwalls and art plinths constructed of rammed earth or other ––
appropriate elements in compliance with the Scenic Corridor 
Design Guidelines. Seatwalls and plinths should be used sparingly 

Freestanding metal panels can be 
used to effectively to screen utility 
equipment, as well as for pedestrian 
orientation and interpretation

Trash receptacles
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Elements of Distinction

Metal panels and furnishings should have a rust color powder coated •	
finish with a Mesquite Bosque cutout pattern.

The segment signature color should be Western Reserve color (Pantone •	
Color 326-1, Pantone Solid 411). This signature color will be used in 
subtle ways, such as in the Lithocrete paving, shade structures, accent 
lighting, and other elements.

Walls and seatwalls should be used only at primary Green-Spot areas in •	
conjunction with culverts and utility elements such as traffic cabinets 
which will be screened by metal panels. They should be trapezoidal in 
shape and constructed out of rammed earth.

Specialty paving should be constructed out of Lithocrete with a •	
sandblast finish and integrally colored San Diego Buff. Additional 
paving accents through sandblast, waterblast, and broom finish 
treatments also should be provided.

All utility cabinets, backflow preventors, light poles, traffic signal poles, •	
and other miscellaneous utility elements should be painted with the 
Western Reserve color (Pantone Color 326-1, Pantone Solid 411).

Standard benches should be perforated metal with custom pattern •	
matching the Mesquite Bosque segment pattern. Site furnishings should 
be manufactured by Landscape Forms (or equal) to achieve the styles 
illustrated in these design guidelines. Site furnishing should be used 
sparingly and limited to the Green Spot locations where they can serve 
as trailheads for pedestrians and equestrian users.

Custom bollard lights should be used in a very limited manner and should •	
be round, constructed of perforated metal with the Mesquite Bosque 
segment pattern and should utilize LED light fixtures.

In ground lighting and other specialty accent lighting should be provided •	
in a very limited manner at Green Spot locations. If desired, some lighting 
could be colored to reflect the segment color. Accent lighting could be used 
to identify horse staging areas and highlight the patterns of the metal panels.

Additional Miscellaneous Segment Elements 
Equestrian crosswalk treatments should be provided at the following •	
intersections:

Via Dona Road––

Dixileta Road––

Lone Mountain Road––

Dove Valley Road ––

The existing Desert Foothills Scenic Drive botanical signage should be •	
augmented with additional signs. The new signs should match existing 
signs and should be placed along new paths and at Green Spot locations. 

In addition, it may be possible to expand exhibits along the Scenic Drive 
to provide historical information on volunteer service to enhance and 
maintain the Scenic Drive, preservation efforts, and history. These new 
exhibits should be coordinated and developed with input from the area’s 
residents and The Friends of the Scenic Drive. 

Since many washes cross paths and the road in this segment, particular •	
attention will need to be paid to drainage issues and structures. In 
accordance with the Scenic Corridor Design Guidelines, leaving washes 
in a natural state is encouraged to leave them open as visual corridors 
while also allowing for movement of wildlife. 

Crosswalks will be developed so that half of the crossing area is texturized •	
with a heavy broom, wavy finish to provide a non-slip surface for horses 
crossing the street. The other half should remain either smooth or utilize 
the segment pattern to define the pedestrian space while meeting ADA 
requirements and City of Scottsdale DS&PM standards.

Free standing rust color powder coated metal panels with the Mesquite •	
Bosque pattern should be placed in front of large utility boxes for 
screening purposes.

Rusted, or rust color powder coated steel pipe rail and rail road tie •	
fencing should be placed at intersections to protect the desert plants and 
pedestrians.

Landscaping and Planting Palette
Segment 6 is located within the Desert Foothills Scenic Drive as well as the 
Environmentally Sensitive Lands Overlay (ESLO) area and must comply 
with all applicable Desert Corridor Design Guidelines and ESLO standards. 
The segment planting characteristics will reflect multiple continuous thread 
trees throughout the corridor due to its length and opportunity for variety 
of environments including the Parkinsonia microphylum, Foothills Palo 
Verde, and Olneya tesota, Desert Ironwood. The continuous thread planting 
characteristic will be less formal in nature, reflecting the natural densities and 
growth patterns of the native Lower Sonoran Desert. Rather than a few select 
trees used as the continuous thread, use of the full native desert plant palette 
is proposed to create a more natural desert character. Green Spot areas will 
reflect a slightly more organized planting scheme and intensified use of color, 
texture, height and various tree species combinations, but still maintain the 
native Lower Sonoran Desert plant material and natural appearance. 

While the roadway edge will be reinforced with edge plantings to re-establish 
vegetation, no single or pair of trees will become dominant, unless this 
pattern typifies the surrounding context. The Green Spots will also combine a 
legacy cactus, the Carnegiea gigantean, Saguaro, as well as integrating a more 
intensified quantity of vegetation to give these intersections their distinctive 
character.  There is an opportunity to re-vegetate this segment of Scottsdale 
Road to replace those plants that have been lost over time. Refer to the 
planting palette recommended for this segment for more detail.

Washes run throughout 
the area crossing paths 

and roadways.

Existing head walls, like this one, 
exist throughout Segments 5 and 6 

Legacy cactus, the Carnegiea gigantean, Saguaro
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Sections

Note: If path system consists of separate equestrian 
path and pedestrian path, equestrian path should 
be constructed of DG with a width of 4’. Pedestrian 
path should be 8’ wide if provided on both sides of 
the street. If path is shared, the path shall be 12’ wide 
with a stabilized DG surface.

Note: Sections are cut at specific locations as 
identified on the section heading. They are meant to 
be a snapshot and to help illustrate how the design 
guidelines are incorporated throughout the entire 
corridor at both standard and unique locations.
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Between E. Happy Valley Road and Jomax Road

Note: If path system consists of separate equestrian 
path and pedestrian path, equestrian path should 
be constructed of DG with a width of 4’. Pedestrian 
path should be 8’ wide if provided on both sides of 
the street. If path is shared, the path shall be 12’ wide 
with a stabilized DG surface.

Note: Sections are cut at specific locations 
as identified on the section heading. They 
are meant to be a snapshot and to help 
illustrate how the design guidelines are 
incorporated throughout the entire corridor 
at both standard and unique locations.
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Green Spot at Dynamite Road Detail View: Northwest Corner

Detail View: Southwest Corner
Traffic Signal Mast Arm

Ribbon curb

8’ stabilized decomposed granite path

Legacy tree

Existing tree

Proposed tree

Existing wash

Additional botanical name sign

Propose wash headwall with 
rammed earth facing

Lithocrete paving band

Equestrian crossing pavement

Staloc decomposed granite paving at 
corners

8’ stabilized decomposed granite path

Pipe rail & railroad tie bollard fence

Existing tree (typ)

New tree (typ)

Legacy Tree

Ribbon curb

Vertical curb

10’-0” scenic corridor planting setback

Traffic Signal Mast Arm

Ribbon curb

8’ stabilized decomposed granite path

Legacy tree

Existing tree

Proposed tree

Existing wash

Additional botanical name sign

Propose wash headwall with rammed earth 
facing

Lithocrete paving band

Equestrian crossing pavement

Staloc decomposed granite paving at 
corners

8’ stabilized decomposed granite path

Pipe rail & railroad tie bollard fence

Existing tree (typ)

New tree (typ)

Legacy Tree

Ribbon curb

Vertical curb

10’-0” scenic corridor planting setback

R.O.W.

R.O.W.

End of augmented planting

End of augmented planting

Dynamite Rd.
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Bollards at corners to protect 
pedestrians & equestrians, spaced 
60” O.C.

Decrative utility metal screen

Existing tree

Proposed tree

Lithocrete paving band

Bench with metal screen and 
attached art plinth 

Pipe rail & railroad tie 
bollard fence

Equestrian crossing pavement

R.O.W.

10’-0” scenic corridor 
planting setback

Legacy tree

Staloc decomposed granite paving at 
corners

Bollards at corners to protect 
pedestrians & equestrians, 
spaced 60” O.C.

Equestrian crossing pavement

Legacy tree

Propose wash headwall with 
rammed earth facing

Pipe rail & railroad tie 
bollard fence

Existing tree

R.O.W.

10’-0” scenic corridor 
planting setback

Proposed tree

Lithocrete paving band

Staloc decomposed granite 
paving at corners
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Green Spot at Dixileta Road Detail View: Northeast Corner

Detail View: Southwest Corner
Traffic signal mast arm

Ribbon curb

8’ stabilized decomposed granite path

Legacy tree

Existing tree

Proposed tree

Existing wash

Additional botanical name sign

Propose wash headwall with 
rammed earth facing

Lithocrete paving band

Equestrian crossing pavement

Staloc decomposed granite paving at 
corners

8’ stabilized decomposed granite path

Pipe rail & railroad tie bollard fence

Existing tree (typ)

New tree (typ)

Legacy Tree

Ribbon curb

Vertical curb

10’-0” scenic corridor planting setback

Traffic signal mast arm

Ribbon curb

8’ stabilized decomposed granite path

Legacy tree

Existing tree

Proposed tree

Existing wash

Additional botanical name sign

Propose wash headwall with 
rammed earth facing

Lithocrete paving band

Equestrian crossing pavement

Staloc decomposed granite paving at 
corners

8’ stabilized decomposed granite path

Pipe rail & railroad tie bollard fence

Existing tree (typ)

New tree (typ)

Legacy Tree

Ribbon curb

Vertical curb

10’-0” scenic corridor planting setback

R.O.W. R.O.W.

End of augmented planting

End of augmented planting
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Bollards at corners to protect 
pedestrians & equestrians, 
spaced 60” O.C.

Decrative utility metal screen

Existing tree

Proposed tree

Lithocrete paving band

Bench with metal screen and 
attached art plinth 

Pipe rail & railroad tie 
bollard fence

Equestrian crossing pavement

R.O.W.

10’-0” scenic corridor 
planting setback

Legacy tree

Staloc decomposed granite 
paving at corners

Bollards at corners to protect 
pedestrians & equestrians, 
spaced 60” O.C.

Equestrian crossing pavement

Legacy tree

Propose wash headwall with 
rammed earth facing

Pipe rail & railroad tie 
bollard fence

Existing tree

R.O.W.

10’-0” scenic corridor 
planting setback

Proposed tree

Lithocrete paving band

Staloc decomposed granite 
paving at corners
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Green Spot approaching Dynomite Road
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Lithocrete in the pavement along with Green Spot 
plantings salong sidewalks will create a pedestrian scale 

environment at primary intersections

Bollards should be designed to coordinate with the metal cut-out pattern for the segment

Green Spots, above, 
will provide a place 
for pedestrians to 

pause and enjoy the 
corridor’s activity

Mile and half-mile 
markers, left, will 

provide drivers with 
orientation while 
at the same time 

reinforcing the 
signature corridor
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Panoramic View of Green Spot at Dynamite Road – Existing Conditions

Custom Seating 

Serpentine 
backed bench 
with rammed 

earth finish 
and scupltural 

art plinth

Existing conditions at Scottsdale Road and Dynamite Road intersection

Green Spot Materials Palette

Mesquite Bosque
Metal panels, in powder coated rust color, 
used for vertical shade screens as well as 
bench backs, trash receptacles, bike racks, and 
bollards on a limited basis

Decorative Metal Panels

Color - San Diego Buff (Pantone Process 
314-8, Pantone Solid 5773)

Sidewalk and Paving Color

Serpentine 
backed bench 
with rammed 

earth finish 
and scupltural 

art plinth

Color - Western Reserve (Pantone 
Process 326-1, Pantone Solid 411)

Signature Color
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Tree Selections

Scientific Name Common Name Mature Tree 
Height  

and Width

Bloom 
Color

Primary 
Green 
Spot

Secondary
 Green 
Spot

Median Continuous 
Thread Comments

Acacia constricta whitethorn acacia 20’ x 20’ Electric Yellow ü ü ü Accent, Under Power Lines
Acacia greggii catclaw acacia 15’ x 15’ Yellow ü ü ü ü Accent
Carnegiea gigantea saguaro 20’ x 10’ White ü ü ü Legacy

Chilopsis linearis desert willow 15’ x 15’ Varies ü ü ü
Accent/Podless Variety, 
Under Power Lines

Olneya tesota ironwood 25’ x 25’ Purple ü ü ü ü Legacy 
Parkinsonia microphylum foothills palo verde 20’ x 20’ Yellow ü Continuous Thread
Quercus turbinella scrub oak 15’ x 15’ Inconspicuous ü ü Continuous Thread
Canotia holacantha crucifixion thorn 10’ x 10’ White ü ü ü ü

Shrub/Groundcover/Accent Selections    * All shrubs and ground cover are to reflect segment color in foliage and bloom color.
Anisacanthus thurberi desert honeysuckle 4’ x 4’ Light Green ü ü ü ü

Aristida purpurea purple threeawn 2’ x 2’ Light Purple ü ü ü

Bouteloua aristidoides needle grama 2’ x 2’ ü ü ü ü

Senna covesii desert senna 2’ x 2’ Yellow ü ü ü ü

Celtis pallida/reticulata desert hackberry 5’ x 5’/15’ x 20’ Yellow ü ü ü ü

Dodonaea viscosa hopbush 8’ x 5’ Yellowish/Green ü ü ü ü

Ephedra aspera mormon tea 4’ x 4’ Yellow ü ü ü ü

Ericameria laricifolia terpentine bush 3’ x 3’ Yellow ü ü ü ü

Fouquieria splendens ocotillo 15’ x 10’ Red ü ü ü

Opuntia bigelovii teddy bear cholla 4’ x 4’ Yellow ü ü ü ü

Encelia farinosa brittle bush 5’ x 5’ Yellow ü ü ü ü

Justicia californica chuparosa 4’ x 4’ Red ü ü ü ü

Hyptis emoryi desert lavender 6’x 6’ Purple ü ü ü ü

Larrea tridentata creosote 5’ x 5’ Yellow ü ü ü ü

Gutierrezia sarothrae snakeweed 4’ x 4’ Yellow ü ü ü ü

Opuntia engelmannii engelmann’s prickly pear 4’ x 4’ Yellow ü ü ü ü

Penstemon parryi parry’s penstemon 2’ x 2’ Pink ü ü ü ü

Sphaeralcea ambigua globe mallow 2’ x 2’ Red/Pink ü ü ü ü

Salvia columbariae desert chia 2’ x 2’ Varies ü ü ü ü

Vigueria deltoidea golden eye 2’ x 2’ Yellow ü ü ü ü

Yucca elata soaptree yucca 8’ x 10’ ü ü ü ü

Overall Plant List for Segment 6 (Desert Foothills Scenic Corridor)
Happy Valley Road to City Boundary

Dodonaea viscosa

Saguaro

Olneya tesota




