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What is NAOS?
A Natural Area Open Space ease-
ment essentially restricts what can be
done with a piece of land. NAOS
easements are areas of continuous
natural desert. Easements are dedi-
cated in common tracts within sub-
divisions or on an individual lot-by-
lot basis. Land that is designated 
NAOS must be preserved in its nat-
ural desert state and remain free of
obstruction. No grading, filling,
clearing or excavation of any kind is
permitted in the NAOS easement.
Structures, including walls, pools,
barbecues, etc. may not be built 
within an NAOS easement.

Who owns the NAOS?
Although the City of Scottsdale
Zoning Ordinance mandates the
dedication of NAOS, the land is
owned by a homeowners association
or individual and is private property.
However, the easement acts as a deed 
restriction and serves to achieve the 
goals of the city’s Environmentally 
Sensitive Lands Overlay.

Introduction
The City of Scottsdale has an
ongoing interest in preserving
the unique qualities of the
Sonoran Desert. This
includes native vegetation,
scenic corridors, animal habi-
tats, boulder outcroppings, 
and washes. Scottsdale con-
tains an abundance of diverse 
native plant and animal
species that contribute to its
character and beauty. They
merit protection under the
Environmentally Sensitive
Lands Overlay (ESL), as 
well as the former Hillside
Ordinance.

An important part of the 
ESL regulations is the 
Natural Area Open Space
(NAOS) requirement. The
NAOS requirements are
designed to preserve the
desert in its natural state.
NAOS is an effective preser-
vation tool, but its integrity
can only be protected and
maintained with the assis-
tance of a well-informed
public.

The following guidelines are 
written in accordance with
the city’s Environmentally 
Sensitive Lands Overlay.
They are general in nature
and may not fit all situations.
For case specific questions, or
if you have an unusual situa-
tion, please contact the
Current Planning Department
at (480) 312-2500 or email
planninginfo@scottsdaleaz.gov.

NAOS easements
are areas of

continuous
natural desert.













Other related brochures available at www.ScottsdaleAZ.gov
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