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Warm-season Grass Removal Rebate 
Arizona-friendly Plant List Coverages & Calculator 

Let’s get started picking plants for your new Arizona-friendly landscape! 

Landscape Plants for the Arizona Desert 
AMWUA.org/plants 
For print, call 480-312-5650 or order 
online at ScottsdaleAZ.gov, search 
“water publications”

Department of Water Resources 
Low Water Use Drought Tolerant Plant 
List AZWater.gov/conservation/
landscaping Click “Low-water-use Plants 
& Landscapes”, then “Regional Plant 
Lists”, and finally “Phoenix AMA” 

Attend a free landscape 
workshop 

Order free publications 
about Xeriscape design 

Watch the “Drab 2 Fab 
Backyard Rehab” series 

Visit Scottsdale’s 
 Xeriscape Garden 

Easy to use! 

If the plant is listed with ADWR but does not have a width published, the final authority used 
for mature canopy coverage estimates is the Sunset Western Gardener Book.

Canopy Coverage Measurement

The mature canopy coverages below are based on the width (diameter) of the tree, which is the second number 
listed on in the Arizona Landscape Plants for the Arizona Desert “Growth” section. For any canopy coverage not 
estimated, use the area of a circle (3.14 x r2) and use half of width of the tree as “r”. Canopy coverages are 
advantageously rounded to the nearest fifth. Additionally, due to cacti and succulents not producing any foliage 
and their importance to our native landscapes, cacti & succulent canopy coverage measurements are increased by 
an additional 20%.

For questions about canopy coverage and plants not listed, email WaterConservation@ScottsdaleAZ.gov or call 
480-312-5650.

Warm-season Grass Removal Requirements

After the first 1,000 sq. ft. of grass removal, all warm-season grass removal rebates must be converted to natural 
xeriscape with a minimum 25% mature plant . Existing plants count so long as the trunk or stem of the plant is 
located in the removal area. The 25% is based on the mature plant size. Plants must be at least one gallon in size 
for planting, but do not have to be fully mature to be counted at mature size for the 25% requirement. This can be 
completed with just one existing tree or with several new small shrubs and groundcovers. There is no minimum 
number of plants to cover the required canopy coverage.

For help designing a yard, utilize free resources:

This is not an exhaustive list of all Arizona-friendly plants that qualify — the complete list is hosted 
by the Arizona Department of Water Resources. Additionally, all of the plants included in this packet and more are 
featured in the Landscape Plants for the Arizona Desert publication.

http://www.amwua.org/plants/
http://infoshare.azwater.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-10087/LWU_Plants_ForWebRedesign.pdf
http://infoshare.azwater.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-10087/LWU_Plants_ForWebRedesign.pdf
https://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/water/workshops/
https://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/water/workshops/
https://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/water/publications
https://wateruseitwisely.com/drabtofab/
https://wateruseitwisely.com/drabtofab/
https://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/water/xeriscape-garden
https://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/water/xeriscape-garden
https://new.azwater.gov/sites/default/files/media/Phoenix_AMA_LWUPL_4MP.pdf
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Arizona-friendly Plant List & Canopy Coverages 
From Landscape Plants for the Arizona Desert 

Green & Italicized text = Plants that are native to Arizona and/or the Sonoran Desert.

 = Deciduous tree — great for energy use, if planted on the west side of the home, provides shade in the hot 
summer months but drops leaves to allow sunlight in during the cooler winter months.

 = Attracts pollinators or wildlife.

Consider planting the right plant for the right place. Lists are organized from the largest specimens to the    
smallest. Consider the size of the area you are removing and the mature size of the plants you are selecting. 

Trees 
Trees can provide shade, helping to lower the      
temperature of the surrounding environment.      
Consider using trees to cool hardscape areas. Well 
maintained, mature trees add value to your home. 

Common Name Canopy 
Coverage 

100 

Saguaro 100 

Totem Pole 100 

100 

Organ Pipe 100 

Soaptree Yucca 100 

Mexican Fencepost 100 

Medicinal Aloe 25 

Octopus Agave 25 

Buckhorn Cholla 25 

Yucca (Red, Banana, Paleleaf, Blue) 25 

Elephant's Food 15 

Sago palm 15 

Desert Spoon 15 

Desert Milkweed 10 

Smooth Agave 10 

Slipper Flower 10 

Argentine Giant 10 

Golden Barrel 5 

Parry's Agave 5 

Candelilla 5 

Engelmann's Hedgehog 5 

Common Name Canopy 
Coverage 

Blue Palo Verde 700 

Texas Honey Mesquite 700 

Ironwood 500 

Velvet Mesquite 500 

Palo Brea 500 

Acacia (Sweet, White Thorn, Shoestring) 315 

Chaste Tree 315 

Desert Willow 315 

Mastic Tree 315 

Mexican Ebony 315 

Cascalote 175 

Feather Bush 175 

Foothills Palo Verde 175 

Red-Cap Gum (Eucalyptus) 175 

Texas Ebony 175 

Kidneywood 80 

Mexican Buckeye 80 

Palo Blanco 80 

Mexican Blue Palm 50 

Anacacho Orchid Tree 30 

Common Name Canopy 
Coverage 

Deer Grass 15 

Pink Muhly 10 

Blue Grama 5 

Sideoats Grama 5 

Grasses 
Grasses are great for softening, especially near   
boulders, and for adding motion to a landscape. 













Prickly Pear (Purple, Engelmann's, 
Beaver-tail) 





















Cacti & Succulents
Cacti are icons of the desert, provide character, and 
create a sense of place. Many also have extraordinary 
blooms. They are versatile, adaptable, and can accept 
a wide range of growing conditions.

Ocotillo 
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Arizona-friendly Plant List & Canopy Coverages 
From Landscape Plants for the Arizona Desert 

Green & Italicized text = Plants that are native to Arizona and/or the Sonoran Desert.

 = Attracts pollinators or wildlife.

Consider planting the right plant for the right place. Lists are organized from the largest specimens to the    
smallest. Consider the size of the area you are removing and the mature size of the plants you are selecting. 

Groundcovers 
From a design sense, groundcovers help unify and 
blend separate elements of the landscape. Their many 
uses include stabilizing soil, minimizing dust, shading 
and cooling bare surfaces, and creating visual interest. 

Shrubs 
The differences in shrub size, form, texture, and 
flower color allow them to be used for many 
landscape purposes. Select shrubs with a variety of 
flower colors and blooming periods to provide 
seasonal impact. 

Common Name Canopy 
Coverage 

Texas Olive 80 

Arizona Rosewood 50 

Hop Bush 50 

Mexican Bird of Paradise 50 

Arizona Yellow Bells 30 

Creosote Bush 30 

Jojoba 30 

Red Bird of Paradise 30 

Texas Mountain Laurel 30 

Baja Fairy Duster 20 

Cape Honeysuckle 20 

Dalea (Black, Bush, Weeping) 20 

Orange Bells (All varieties) 20 

Red Eremophila 20 

Leucophyllum Sages (All varieties) 20 

Yellow Bird of Paradise 20 

Woolly Butterfly Bush 20 

Baja Ruellia 15 

15 

Chuparosa 15 

Flame Honeysuckle 15 

Oleander 15 

Pink Fairy Duster 15 

San Marcos Hibiscus 15 

10 

Triangleleaf Bursage 5 

Common Name Canopy 
Coverage 

Red Spike Ice Plant 30 

Myoporum 30 

Trailing Dalea 30 

Trailing Rosemary 15 

Lantana - Trailing 15 

Bush Morning Glory 10 

Blue Euphorbia 10 

Lantana - Mounding 10 

Tufted Evening Primrose 5 

Katie Ruellia 5 

Vines 
Vines can add vertical dimension to the landscape. 
Many provide masses of colorful, fragrant flowers and 
cool, green foliage. Use vines to cover walls, screen 
views, or dress up posts or columns. 

Common Name Canopy 
Coverage 

Bougainvillea 315 

Yellow Orchid Vine 180 

Lady Banks Rose 180 

Queen's Wreath 180 

Lilac Vine 80 

Potato Vine 80 

Baja Passion Vine 80 

Perennials 
Perennials add splashes of color to a landscape. Each 
perennial from the Landscape Plants for the Arizona 
Desert will count as 5 ft2.









































Brittlebush 

Superstition (Indian) Mallow



Q: Do I have enough warm-season grass to qualify for a rebate?
A: A minimum of 500 square feet (ft2) of warm-season grass is required. You can combine areas to meet the minimum 
square footage. Winter grass, or grass that is overseeded, is not eligible. Grass must be growing at a minimum 50% density 
to be included in the measurement. 

Q: What if I already removed the grass?
A: Any warm-season grass removed before the pre-inspection and Notice to Proceed is issued will not count in the rebated 
square footage. Photos of the project before and after the removal are completed do not qualify. Per ordinance, all removal 
rebates require a pre-inspection to verify eligibility. 

Q: How long do I have to complete the project?
A: Your project’s rebate money is reserved once you receive your Notice to Proceed until the project completion and 
notification deadline (2/28/2022). After the completion and notification deadline, your project’s rebate money is released 
back into the general rebate fund. If the project is completed after the completion and notification deadline, but before the 
rebate program year ends on 4/30/2022, the project may receive a rebate if there are unallocated funds available. Email 
WaterConservation@ScottsdaleAZ.gov for more information. 

Q: Why do you require Arizona-friendly plants? They use water!
A: Yes, plants use water – but they also provide shade, reduce the urban heat island effect, clean air, create color in a yard, 
and can attract pollinators! Arizona-friendly plants, when watered correctly, use significantly less water than warm-season 
grass. With rainwater harvesting, after establishment, some Arizona-friendly plants don’t even need irrigation. To learn 
more about rainwater harvesting or how much and how often to water Arizona-friendly plants, attend Scottsdale Water’s 
free landscape workshop series each spring and fall. 

Q: What is mature size? Do I have to pay for larger plants?
A: Mature size refers to the typical width and height when the plant is fully grown. Refer to Pages 2-3 for the most 
commonly used plants and their mature sizes. When you install plants for a rebate, you may choose one gallon or larger.
Calculations for canopy coverage will be made using typical mature size, regardless of the size plant you install. Additional 
Arizona-friendly plants with their width and height are provided in the Landscape Plants for the Arizona Desert publication. 
The width (w) is the first number under “Growth”. This is used in the area of a circle formula (3.14 x (1/2*w)2) to calculate 
the canopy coverage. We round the size to the nearest fifth. Cacti and succulents are given an extra 20% to account for not 
having foliage. If you want to install an Arizona-friendly plant that is on ADWR’s Low Water Use Drought Tolerant Plant List
but is not listed in Landscape Plants for the Arizona Desert, the ultimate authority for sizing plant canopy coverage is the 
Sunset Western Gardener book. Email WaterConservation@ScottsdaleAZ.gov for more information. 

Q: Do my existing plants count?
A: So long as the trunk or stem is in the removal area and the plant is not removed with the grass, then the plant canopy 
will count, regardless of whether it is Arizona-friendly or high-water-use. If you remove grass around a tree or other large 
plant, you may want to consider supplemental irrigation to that tree or plant because it is likely receiving irrigation from 
the grass. 

Q: Does artificial turf qualify for a rebate?
A: Yes, in the first 1,000 sq. ft. of grass removal. After the first 1,000 sq. ft., any remaining grass must be converted to 
natural xeriscape with minimum 25% mature Arizona-friendly plant canopy coverage. While the Water Conservation Office 
recognizes the water savings potential of artificial turf, Scottsdale Water is also committed to a healthy, resilient urban 
environment. Research conducted by the city and Arizona State University consistently shows artificial turf areas as being 
one of the hottest surfaces during the intense summer heat. Both surface and radiant heat were high for artificial turf, 
which increases the heat load on a person's body; on pets; on surrounding plants/trees; and on buildings. Additionally, large 
applications of artificial turf have required sprinkler systems or other cooling methods for heat control.
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Warm-season Grass Removal Rebate 
Arizona-friendly Plant List Coverages & Calculator 
Frequently Asked Questions

mailto:WaterConservation@ScottsdaleAZ.gov
mailto:WaterConservation@ScottsdaleAZ.gov
https://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/water/workshops
http://infoshare.azwater.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-10087/LWU_Plants_ForWebRedesign.pdf
http://www.amwua.org/plants/
mailto:WaterConservation@ScottsdaleAZ.gov


Warm-season Grass Removal Rebate 
Arizona-friendly Plant List Coverages & Calculator 
Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: What is the removal area? How do I know which plants are eligible for the 25% mature Arizona-friendly plant canopy 
coverage? 
A: The removal area is the measurement of warm-season grass removal as determined by the Water Conservation Office during 
a pre-inspection. In Figure 1 below, a hypothetical warm-season grass removal and landscape renovation in the One Civic 
Center area, the removal area is highlighted in yellow. The circles indicate existing plants. The triangles indicate proposed new 
plantings. If the circle or triangle is green, it is eligible to count towards the minimum 25% mature Arizona-friendly plant canopy 
coverage. If the circle or triangle is red, it is outside of the removal area and does not count towards the minimum. 

Figure 1 A hypothetical warm-season grass removal and landscape renovation in the One Civic Center area. 
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Warm-season Grass Removal Rebate 
Arizona-friendly Plant List Coverages & Calculator

Additional grass converted after first 1,000 sq. ft.  
Total plant coverage required in sq. ft.  

(25% of the additional grass area converted after the first 25%)

Common Plant Name Mature Plant Canopy Number of Plants Total Canopy Coverage 

Example: Medicinal Aloe 25 2  50 sq. ft. 

Sum Plant Coverage Square Footage 

Selected Plant List
Applicant Name: ___________________________________________________ 

Address where grass removal is occurring: ________________________________________________________
Use the worksheet to calculate the square footage of mature Arizona-friendly plants. The first 1,000 sq. ft. of grass 
removal is "applicant's choice" of any non--water-intensive materials. After the first 1,000 sq. ft., any remaining grass 
must be converted to natural xeriscape with minimum 25% mature Arizona-friendly plant canopy coverage.



Fam, W-9 Request for Taxpayer Give Form to the 

(Rev. October 2018) Identification Number and Certification requester. Do not 

send to the IRS. Department of the Treasury 
Internal Revenue Seivice ► Go to www.irs.gov/FormW9 for instructions and the latest information.

1 Name (as sho\•m on your income tax return). Name is required on this line; do not leave this line blank. 

2 Business name/disregarded entity name, if different from above 

<-i 3 Check appropriate box fOI' federal tax classification of the person whose name is entered on �ne 1. Check only one of the 4 Exemptions (codes apply only to 
following seven boxes. certain entities, not individuals; see 

instructions on page 3): 
C □ Individual/sole proprietor or D C Corporation 0 S Corporation D Partnership D Trust/estate 0 

. "' single-member LLC Exempt payee code (if any) V C 
£:] 
� g 

□ limited liability C-Ompany. Enter the tax classification (C:c:C corporatioo, S=S corporation, P=Partnership) ►
0 � 

� tl 
Note: Check the appropriate box in the line above for the tax classification of the single-member owner. Do not check Exemption from FATCA reporting 

,5 C LLC if the LLC is classified as a single-member LLC that is disregarded from the owner unless the owner of the LLC is code �f any) � - another LLC that is not disregarded from the owner for U.S. federal tax purposes. Otherwise, a single-member LLC that 
a. 0

� 
is diSfegarded from the ovmer should check the appropriate box for the tax classification of its owner. 

□ other (see instructions) ► (Awf,s,; lo 11<:CCY.!"l!s ms;i,t,.;,-.a,i outs.ti! tr� U.S) 

5 Address (number, street, and apt. or suite no.) See instructions. Requester's name and address (optionaO (/) 

6 City, slate, and ZIP code 

7 List account number(s) here (optionaQ 

. Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) 
Enter you� TIN in. the app:o�ri_ate box. !h� TIN provided must.match t�e name given on line 1 to avoid
backup withholding. For IndIvIdua!s, this 1s generally your social secunty number (SSN). However, for a 
resident alien, sole proprietor, or disregarded entity, see the instructions for Part I, later. For other 
entities, it is your employer identification number (EIN). If you do not have a number, see How to get a 
TIN, later. 

I Social security number I 

[II] -[I] -I I I I I 
or 

Note: If the account is in more than one name, see the instructions for tine 1. Also see What Name and 
Number To Give the Requester for guidelines on whose number to enter. 

I Employer identification number 

Certification 
Under penalties of perjury, I certify that: 
1. The number shown on this form is my correct taxpayer identification number (or I am waiting for a number to be issued to me); and
2. I am not subject to backup withholding because: (a) I am exempt from backup withholding, or (b) I have not been notified by the Internal Revenue

Service (IRS) that I am subject to backup withholding as a result of a failure to report all interest or dividends, or (c) the IRS has notified me that I am 
no longer subject to backup withholding; and

3. I am a U.S. citizen or other U.S. person (defined below); and
4. The FATCA code(s) entered on this form Qf any) indicating that I am exempt from FATCA reporting is correct.
Certification instructions. You must cross out item 2 above if you have been notified by the IRS that you are currently subject to backup withholding because 
you have failed to report all interest and dividends on your tax return. For real estate transactions, item 2 does not apply. For mortgage interest paid, 
acquisition or abandonment of secured property, cancellation of debt, contributions to an individual retirement anangement (IRA), and generally, payments 
other than interest and dividends, you are not required to sign the certification, but you must provide your correct TIN. See the instructions for Part II, later. 

Sign 
Here 

Signature of 
U.S. person ►

General Instructions 
Section references are to the Internal Revenue Code unless otherwise 
noted. 
Future developments. For the latest information about developments 
related to Form W-9 and its instructions, such as legislation enacted 
after they were published, go to 'IIVNl.irs.gov/FormW9. 

Purpose of Form 
An individual or entity {Form W-9 requester) who is required to file an 
information return with the IRS must obtain your correct taxpayer 
identification number (TIN) which may be your social security number 
(SSN), individual taxpayer identification number �TIN), adoption 
taxpayer identification number (ATlN), or employer identification number 
(EIN), to report on an information return the amount paid to you, or other 
amount reportable on an information return. Examples of information 
returns include, but are not limited to, the following. 
• Form 1099-INT Onterest earned or paid)

Cat. No. 10231X 

Date ►

• Form 1099-DIV (dividends, including those from stocks or mutual
funds)
• Form 1099-MISC (various types of income, prizes, awards, or gross
proceeds)
• Fann 1099-B (stock or mutual fund sales and certain other
transactions by brokers)
• Fann 1099-S (proceeds from real estate transactions)
• Form 1099-K {merchant card and third party net\vork transactions)
• Form 1098 (home mortgage interest), 1098-E (student loan interest),
1098-T (tuition)
• Form 1099-C (canceled debt)
• Form 1099-A (acquisition or abandonment of secured property)

Use Form W-9 only if you are a U.S. person Oncluding a resident
alien), to provide your correct TIN. 

If you do not return Farm W-9 to the requester with a TIN, you might 
be subject to backup withholding. See What is backup vlithholding, 
later. 

Form WR9 {Rev. 10-2018) 









Form W-9 (Rev. 10-2018) 

1. Interest, dividend, and barter exchange accounts opened
before 1984 and broker accounts considered active during 1983. 
You must give your correct TIN, but you do not have to sign the 
certification. 

2. Interest, dividend, broker, and barter exchange accounts 
opened after 1983 and broker accounts considered inactive during 
1983. You must sign the certification or backup withholding will apply. If 
you are subject to backup withholding and you are merely providing 
your correct TIN to the requester, you must cross out item 2 i(l the 
certification before signing the form. 

3. Real estate transactions. You must_ sign the certification. You may 
cross out item 2 of the certification. 

4. Other payments. You must give your correct TIN, but you do not 
have to sign the certification unless you have been notified that you 
have previously given an incorrect TIN. "Other payments" include 
payments made in the course of the requester's trade or business for 
rents, royalties, goods (other than bills for merchandise), medical and 
health care services 0ncluding payments to corporations), payments to 
a nonemployee for seivices, payments made in settlement of payment 
card and third party network transactions, payments to certain fishing 
boat crew members and fishermen, and gross proceeds paid to 
attorneys 0ncluding payments to corporations). 

5. Mortgage interest paid by you, acquisition or abandonment of
secured property, cancellation of debt, qualified tuition program 
payments (under section 529}, ABLE accounts (under section 529A}, 
IRA1 Coverdell ESA, Archer MSA or HSA contributions or 
distributions, and pension distributions. You must give your correct 
TIN, but you do not have to sign the certification. 

What Name and Number To Give the Requester 
For this type of account: 

1. Individual 
2. Two or more individuals fjoint 

account) other than an account 
maintained by an FFI 

3. Two or more U.S. pe1Sons 
fjoint account maintained by an FFO 

4. Cus todial account of a minor 
(Uniform Gift to Minors Act) 

5, a. The usual revocable savings trust 
(grantor is also trustee) 
b. So-called trust account that is not 
a legal or valid trust under slate law 

6. Sola proprietorship or disregarded 
entity owned by an individual 

7. Granier trust filing under Optional
Form 1099 Filing Method 1 (see 
Regulations section 1.671�4tb)(2){l) 
(Al) 

For this type of account: 
8. Disregarded entity not owned by an 

individual
9. A valid trus t, estate, or pension trust

10, Corporation or LLC electing
corporate status on Form 8832 Of 
Form 2553 

11. Association, club, religious,
cha,itable, educational, or other tax
exempt organization 

12. Partnership or multi-member LLC
13. A broker or registered nominee

Give name and SSN of: 
The individual 
The actual owner of the account or, if 
combined funds, the first individual on 
the account1 

Each holder of the account 

Themioor2 

The granter-trustee 1 

The actual owner1 

The ovmer3 

The granter' 

Give name and EIN of: 
The owner 

Legal entity4 

The corporation 

The organization 

The partnership 
The broker or nominee 

For this type of account: Give name and EIN of: 
14. Account with the Department of The public entity 

Agriculture in the name of a pubHc 
entity (such as a state or local 
government, school district, or 
prison) that receives agricultural 
program payments

15. Granter trust filing undtr the Form The trust 
1041 mng Method or the Op lion al 
Form 1099 Fifing Method 2 (see 
Regulations section 1,671 �4(b){2){iXB)) 

Page5 

1 List first and circle the name of the person whose number you furnish. 
If only one person on a joint account has an SSN, that person's number 
must be furnished. 
2 Circle the minor's name and furnish the minor's SSN. 
3 You must show your individual name and you may also enter your 
business or OBA name on the "Business name/disregarded entity" 
name line. You may use either your SSN or EIN �f you have one), but the 
IRS encourages you to use your SSN. 
4 List first and circle the name of the trust, estate, or pension trust. (Do 
not furnish the TIN of the personal representative or trustee unless the 
legal entity itself is not designated in the account title.) Also see Special 
rules for partnerships, earHer. 
�Note: The granter also must provide a Form W-9 to trustee of trust. 
Note: If no name is circled when more than one name is listed, the 
number will be considered to be that of the first name listed. 

Secure Your Tax Records From Identity Theft 
Identity theft occurs when someone uses your personal information 
such as your name, SSN, or other identifying infonnation, without your 
permission, to commit fraud or other crimes. An identity thief may use 
your SSN to get a job or may file a tax return using your SSN to receive 
a refund. 

To reduce your risk: 
• Protect your SSN,
• Ensure your employer is protecting your SSN, and

• Be careful when choosing a tax preparer.
If your tax records are affected by identity theft and you receive a 

notice from the IRS, respond right away to the name and phone number 
printed on the IRS notice or letter. 

If your tax records are not currently affected by identity theft but you 
think you are at risk due to a lost or stolen purse or wallet, questionable 
credit card activity or credit report, contact the IRS Identity Theft Hotline 
at 1-800-908-4490 or submit Form 14039. 

For more information, see Pub. 5027, Identity Theft Information for 
Taxpayers. 

Victims of identity theft who are experiencing economic harm or a 
systemic problem, or are seeking help in resolving tax problems that 
have not been resolved through normal channels, may be eligible for 
Taxpayer Advocate Service (fAS) assistance. You can reach TAS by 
calling the TAS toll-free case intake tine at 1-877-777-4778 or TTY/TDD 
1-800-829-4059.
Protect yourself from suspicious emails or phishing schemes. 
Phishing is the creation and use of email and websites designed to 
mimic legitimate business emails and websites. The most common act 
is sending an email to a user falsely claiming to be an established 
legitimate enterprise in an attempt to scam the user into surrendering 
private information that will be used for identity theft. 
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