
Making Cents of Numbers

Scottsdale’s Two Budgets

 

Scottsdale values transparency and communication with our community. Creating and adopting a budget with public 
feedback, as well as informing residents about the uses of their money each year, ensures that Scottsdale is providing 
Simply Better Service for a World-Class community. 

FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW 
for Fiscal Year 2023/24 

September - January April May June

Departments work to  
forecast and refine 

forthcoming budget requests

Proposed Budget  
is presented to  

City Council 

City Council 
tentatively adopts 
Proposed Budget 

City Council adopts the 
final budget and sets the 
rates, fees and taxes for 

the fiscal year

Prepare Propose Review Adopt

$3,027.1
Total Resources

(in millions of dollars)

$2,533.3
Total Uses

(in millions of dollars)

Capital Budget Operating Budget

Top Uses of Funds Top Uses of Funds

Water Management
$449.8
Transportation
$427.7

Community Facilities 
$144.8

Funds long-term investments in the city such 
as building, acquisition and improvement of  
infrastructure and facilities.

Funds the day-to-day city operations 
and services.

$1,420.7 $1,112.6
Budget Budget

FY 2023/24 FY 2023/24

Community Feedback

Adopted Budget

(in millions of dollars) (in millions of dollars)

Public Safety
$215.4

Public Works
$110.2

Water Resources
$101.2

(all funds)

All other uses of funds: $398.4 All other uses of funds: $685.8

Scottsdale has two budgets, one is for capital projects that become long-time assets and the other is for city 
operations, which fund services for the public.

Scottsdale’s budget 
is balanced as 

the city has more 
resources available 

than it is using
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For every 
dollar collected

Where Do My Property Taxes Go?

Where Do My Sales Taxes Go?

TRANSPORTATION
0.30%

PUBLIC SAFETY AND  
OTHER CITY SERVICES 

1.10%

PRESERVE
0.35%

SPECIAL DISTRICTS
$0.10

CITY SERVICES
$0.08

CITY DEBT SERVICES
$0.07

SCHOOLS/EDUCATION
$0.55

MARICOPA COUNTY
$0.20

Scottsdale has one of the lowest property and sales tax rates in the Valley.

Total: 8.05%

Total: $64.5 million

State 
Sales Tax 

5.6%

County  
Sales Tax 

0.7%
City of  

Scottsdale  
Sales Tax 

1.75%

Sales tax on a 
$30,000 car

Property tax on a 
$300,000 house

MESA

CHANDLER 
& GILBERT

SCOTTSDALE

SCOTTSDALE

AVERAGE*

AVERAGE*

GLENDALE

GLENDALE

$450 $525 $583 $870

*Average of the eight largest cities in the Valley

$257 $294 $418 $722

Some property tax numbers may vary based on location in Scottsdale

JAILS AND 
DETENTION 

CENTERS
0.2%

STATE 
GENERAL 

FUND
3.9% CITIES AND  

COUNTIES
1.1%

EDUCATION
0.6%

ROADS
0.5% 0.10% minimum 

public safety 
requirement
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