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“The municipal government provided by this charter 
shall be known as the council manager form of government.”

http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/council/charter
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professional 
management essential 
to efficient, local 
government

Key thoughts from the ICMA 
Code of Ethics…

serve the best 
interests of the people

highest standards of 
ethical conduct and 
integrity in all 
relationships
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Councilmember 
Tom Durham
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Sharron Walker
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Joseph Olcavage 
Presiding Judge

Sherry Scott
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Sonia Andrews
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Federal Government

State Government

City of Scottsdale Maricopa County School District
Other Special 
Districts and 
Governments

Scottsdale is one of several local governments that serve 
Scottsdale’s residents



The City Charter
• Defines the city’s powers and functions. 

• Sets the governance structure including seven 
elected officials:

• Mayor and six Councilmembers and six city 
officers:

• City Attorney, City Auditor, City Clerk, City Judge, 
City Manager, City Treasurer

• Amending or modifying the charter requires a 
public vote.

Go to ScottsdaleAZ.gov, search “Charter”



City Code
• Collection of ordinances adopted by the City 

Council

• 27 Chapters and two Appendices the Zoning 
Ordinance and the Tax Code

• Referred to as Scottsdale Revised Code or 
City Code

• Does not include Resolutions, which are 
statements of policy or direction

Go to ScottsdaleAZ.gov, search “City Code”



The General Plan
More than just a map, the General Plan is a voter-
approved statement of goals and policies that work as 
the primary tool for guiding the future development of 
the city. Go to ScottsdaleAZ.gov, search “General Plan”



Value Scottsdale’s 
Unique Lifestyle

and Character

Seek 
Sustainability

Preserve Meaningful
Open Space

Support 
Economic 
Vitality

Advance
Transportation

Enhance 
Neighborhoods

Scottsdale’s
Strategic

Goals
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Source: 2020 Scottsdale Community Survey





Scottsdale is the 93rd largest city in the U.S. by population, 
and has nearly a quarter million residents.

Source: U.S. Census (2020)



Scottsdale is the 
45th largest city in 
the U.S. by area. 

Source: U.S. Census and City 
of Scottsdale (2010)

Scottsdale’s Municipal 
Land Area History

Source: City of Scottsdale long 
range planning services

Annexation Year





Scottsdale’s elevation rises by nearly 
4,000 feet from south to north. 

Source: City of Scottsdale and Scottsdale Airport Weather Station (2020-21)



Health care, finance and technology firms lead 
the list of large employers.*
* Excludes grocers, convenience stores and traditional retail stores.

Source: Economic Development Department communications with employers, Summer 2020















Oath of  the Athenian City State
We will never bring disgrace to this our city by any act 
of  dishonesty or cowardice; 
We will fight for the ideal and sacred things of  the city, 
both alone and with many; 
We will revere and obey the city’s laws and do our best 
to incite a like respect in those above us who are prone 
to annul or set them at naught; 
We will strive unceasingly to quicken the public’s sense 
of  civic duty. 
Thus, in all these ways, we will transmit this city not 
only not less, but greater and more beautiful than it was 
transmitted to us. 
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