
Residents incentivized to use Residents incentivized to use 
less waterless water

Did you know that Did you know that 
Scottsdale residents use Scottsdale residents use 
up to 70% of their water up to 70% of their water 
outdoors? So it should outdoors? So it should 
come as no surprise come as no surprise 
that as temperatures that as temperatures 
increase, so do water increase, so do water 
bills – we use more water bills – we use more water 
in the summer, and water in the summer, and water 
bills generally increase. bills generally increase. 
But there are ways to But there are ways to 
save water and money save water and money 
– even when demand is – even when demand is 
high.high.

In January, Scottsdale asked the community to reduce In January, Scottsdale asked the community to reduce 
water use by at least 5% as the state continues in a water use by at least 5% as the state continues in a 
prolonged drought and faces the realities of a Colorado prolonged drought and faces the realities of a Colorado 
River supply shortage. River supply shortage. 
To date, Scottsdale parks and facilities have decreased To date, Scottsdale parks and facilities have decreased 
water use by 8%, but water use in our community at large water use by 8%, but water use in our community at large 
has only dipped 2.5%. To incentivize customers to use has only dipped 2.5%. To incentivize customers to use 
less, Scottsdale Water has expanded its rebate programs. less, Scottsdale Water has expanded its rebate programs. 

Residents can receive double the amount for qualifying Residents can receive double the amount for qualifying 
grass removal, and new water technology and monitoring grass removal, and new water technology and monitoring 
device rebates are available as well. device rebates are available as well. 
Additional ways to save on water use include:Additional ways to save on water use include:
• • Outdoor Water Efficiency ChecksOutdoor Water Efficiency Checks - A certified irrigation  - A certified irrigation 

specialist will inspect your home and provide a detailed specialist will inspect your home and provide a detailed 
plan on how to find and fix leaks, program the irrigation plan on how to find and fix leaks, program the irrigation 
system, and share irrigation repair tips. Schedule a free system, and share irrigation repair tips. Schedule a free 
check by calling 480-312-5650.check by calling 480-312-5650.

• • WaterSmartWaterSmart - Many customers have access to this  - Many customers have access to this 
online portal that provides water use by the hour online portal that provides water use by the hour 
and can notify you of leaks. To start saving, go to and can notify you of leaks. To start saving, go to 
ScottsdaleAZ.gov, search “WaterSmart” and sign up ScottsdaleAZ.gov, search “WaterSmart” and sign up 
today.today.

Although summer water bills are higher primarily due to Although summer water bills are higher primarily due to 
increased use, residents will also see the result of a sewer increased use, residents will also see the result of a sewer 
rate increase in July; water rates are set to increase Nov.1. rate increase in July; water rates are set to increase Nov.1. 
While it’s difficult to calculate an average dollar increase, While it’s difficult to calculate an average dollar increase, 
customers who use less than 25,000 gallons a month, will customers who use less than 25,000 gallons a month, will 
experience a monthly rate increase of $1.50 or less on their experience a monthly rate increase of $1.50 or less on their 
water bill.water bill.
Small cutbacks to water use add up, saving customers 
money and helping us all contribute to using less of this 
precious resource and meeting our 5% savings goal. 
Info:  ScottsdaleAZ.gov, search “water”
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N e w s  f o r  o u r  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  c u s t o m e r s

Ready, Set, Go! 
The “Ready, Set, Go” program 
encourages Arizonans to get 
ready by preparing now for 
what threatens their communities, to be set by maintaining 
awareness of significant danger and to go, and evacuate 
immediately when the danger is current and life-threatening. 
Visit ein.az.gov for more information about this three-step 
program.

Discover better 
alternatives to 
sandbags for flood 
control 
Before the next monsoon 
storm arrives, consider 
exploring newer alternatives 
to sandbags, which are often 
more convenient, effective 

and easier to get. Flood diversion tubes act much like 
sandbags to block floodwaters from entering homes. The 
tubes are easy to place and weigh little until filled with 
water. Any common garden hose attaches, making the 
flood diversion barrier simple to fill. Other options include 
transportable flood fence barriers 
and water absorbent cushions.  

Residents whose properties are 
subject to seasonal flooding are 
encouraged to explore these 
alternatives to sandbags through 
local hardware stores and online 
retailers. Scan the QR code for 
more monsoon safety tips.

Vote in Scottsdale’s 
primary election 
Scottsdale’s Tuesday, Aug. 2, 
primary election is the first 
step toward selecting three 
City Council members who will 
take office in January 2023. A 
general election will be held 
Tuesday, Nov. 8, to elect any office that remains unfilled 
after the primary. Learn about the candidates and visit 
Scottsdale.Vote for the latest city election information.

https://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/water
http://ein.az.gov
https://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/elections
https://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/elections


GET CITY NEWS WEEKLY VIA EMAIL 
Subscribe by visiting ScottsdaleAZ.gov and 
searching “Scottsdale Update.”

SCOTTSDALE UPDATE is published six times 
per year by the City of Scottsdale.

If you have questions or suggestions, please email 
communications@ScottsdaleAZ.gov

General city information:  
480-312-3111 or email questions@ScottsdaleAZ.gov

Connect with us on @ScottsdaleAZgov

ScottsdaleAZ.gov

Work on Bell Road Sports 
complex nears completion 
The new facility, located on Bell Road 
just west of 94th Street, includes six 
full-sized multiuse sports fields, parking, 

lights, restrooms, a plaza and covered ramada, a walking 
path and maintenance facility. The multiuse fields opened for 
play earlier this year and work continues on remaining park 
improvements, which should be complete this summer. This 
project was approved by Scottsdale voters as part of the 2019 
Bond Election as part of a project to build several multiuse 
fields along the Bell Road Corridor.    
Search “Bell Road Corridor” at ScottsdaleAZ.gov   
to learn more.

Calling all Scottsdale students!  
Enter the We the People Constitution 
Contest by Sept. 16
Mayor Ortega wants to know what the Constitution means 
to students in Scottsdale! The We the People Constitution 
Day Contest is open to students in grades 1-12 and offers 
the opportunity to enhance your knowledge of the U.S. 
Constitution. Compose an essay, create an art piece in any 
medium (including song and video) or craft and produce a 
three-minute educational podcast, for your chance to win 
cool prizes and be honored at a special awards ceremony in 
October. Your entry may even be selected to go on display at 
City Hall or other public facilities! The submission deadline is 
5 p.m. Sept. 16. Search “Constitution Contest” at  
ScottsdaleAZ.gov

August is Drowning Impact Awareness Month. Arizona 
consistently ranks among the worst states for drowning. 
But drowning is preventable. Show your support and 
commitment to water safety by wearing a purple ribbon 
during August. Get one at any Scottsdale fire station 
or aquatic center. Learn about drowning prevention: 
ScottsdaleAZ.gov, search “pool safety”   

Focus on safety as students head back to school. School 
starts in August and that means more cars, bicyclists and 
pedestrians will be on the streets. Remember, it’s everyone’s 
responsibility to know the rules of the road whether you’re 
walking, bicycling or driving.  

Scottsdale’s first Sustainability Plan: 
We want to hear from you 
It’s part of our commitment to be more sustainable, build 
creative solutions and solve environmental challenges.
The plan will tie together goals, strategies, implementation 
plans, and metrics for sustainability improvement and take 
guidance from the recently ratified Scottsdale General Plan 
2035.  

Have ideas about the most important actions the city can 
take to improve sustainability? Reach out and let us know: 
ScottsdaleAZ.gov, search “Sustainability Plan” 

City offers short-term 
and vacation rental 
resources
Work continues to address and 
manage the impact of short-
term rentals in Scottsdale – from 
tracking properties that are not 
in compliance with regulations 
to providing “good neighbor” 
resources for people renting 
properties. Visit us online to learn 
more, download our new one-
page guides and watch a recent 
Scottsdale 360 learning session 
on the topic at ScottsdaleAZ.gov, 
search “short term rentals.”

Things To Do
For complete details, search events names at: 
ScottsdaleAZ.gov/events:

• Old Town galleries open their doors to collector 
and casual patrons to enjoy featured artists and 
refreshments as part of Scottsdale ArtWalk.  
7 to 9 p.m. Thursdays 

• Visit the Railroad Park to end the summer and slide 
into the new school year at Slide the Rails. 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Aug. 6 Info: Therailroadpark.com 

• Enjoy Arizona Restaurant Week Sept. 16-25 

• Scottsdale museums offer free admission Sept. 17 
as part of Smithsonian Magazine Museum Day 
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