
To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

From: Tim Curtis, Director of Current Planning 

Date: August 19, 2021 

Re: Agenda Item #28A, Case 38-LL-2021 Old Town Scottsdale Liquor 

Attached is the updated City Council Action Report with revisions made to the description that 
this is a request for an existing owner, new location. The previous report incorrectly indicated 
this is a new owner. This owner is transferring their existing license to this new location. This is 
relevant in that license evaluation criteria apply only to the location of the proposed license. 

Attachment: City Council Action Report (revised) 

Community & Economic Development Division 
Planning and Development Services 

7447 East Indian School Road, Suite 105 
Scottsdale, Arizona  85251       

Item 28A



Action Taken ___________________________________________________________ 

Meeting Date:  August 24, 2021 
General Plan Element: Land Use  
General Plan Goal:  Support a diversity of businesses. 

ACTION 

Liquor License Request for 38-LL-2021 Old Town Scottsdale Liquor (149934). To consider 
forwarding a recommendation of approval to the Arizona Department of Liquor Licenses and 
Control for a Series 9 (Liquor Store) State liquor license for an existing owner, new location. 

OWNER 

OLDTOWN1 LLC 

APPLICANT CONTACT 

SAMIR S-M YONO 

LOCATION 

4439 N Saddlebag Tr 

REQUEST 

The applicant is seeking a favorable recommendation on a Series 9 (Liquor Store) liquor license for 
an existing owner, new location. 

This liquor license allows a spirituous liquor store retailer to sell all spirituous liquors, only in the 
original package, to be taken away from the premises of the retailer and consumed off the 
premises. 

The applicant has indicated that this establishment will serve liquor between the hours of 8 AM and 
2 AM; however, due to State liquor license processing requirements, they are not required to notify 
the City or the State if they change their hours of operation. 
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IMPACT ANALYSIS  

Reliability and Location 
 A.R.S. Section 4.-203.A and R19-1-702 Granting a License for an Existing Owner, New 

Location 
 The public convenience and best interest of the community will be substantially served by the 

issuance.  
 
Zoning  
 This site is zoned C-2/P-3 DO & P-2 DO (Central Business/Parking P-3 Downtown Overlay & 

Parking P-2; Passenger Vehicle Parking Downtown Overlay). The C-2/P-3 DO & P-2 DO district 
allows retail sales as a permitted use. The applicant has been notified of the City’s expectation 
that the business will operate as a retail liquor store. 

 
Parking and Traffic  
 The surrounding street network provides sufficient access. 
 A total of one (1) space per three hundred fifty (300) square feet of gross floor area are required 

for this use. A total of 5 spaces are required for this use and 6 spaces are provided in the parking 
lot. Parking is in compliance with the zoning ordinance. 
 

Public Safety  
 Police Department: Recommendation No Opposition  

Major life safety issues: This is in the center of our entertainment district. The potential for 
patrons purchasing alcohol and then consuming on the street is high. The possibility of alcohol 
purchase and consumption immediately prior to or after venue attendance is an additional area 
of concern. These factors increase the potential of disturbances and altercations surrounding 
the establishment.  Lastly, if a special event is to be held this would be an access point for 
additional alcohol sales. 

 
Public Notice and Proximity 

A.R.S. Section 4-201.B.  Petitions from Persons in Close Proximity 
  

 The applicant has maintained the required posting notice for the State mandated 20-day period.  
No petitions or protests were received during the 20 (twenty) day posting period. 

 There are no school buildings or church buildings within 300 feet. Other surrounding uses are 
compatible.  

COUNCIL OPTIONS & STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Council Options 
The City Council has the option of recommending approval, disapproval or no recommendation to 
the Arizona Department of Liquor Licenses and Control.  
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Staff Recommendation 
Staff advises that the license request may meet the criteria imposed for determining that the 
community’s best interest is substantially served by the issuance of the liquor license and advises 
that the license request meets the criteria imposed.  
 
Next Steps 
The City Council’s recommendation will be forwarded to the Department of Liquor Licenses and 
Control for their consideration.  If the application is approved by the Department of Liquor Licenses 
and Control, the applicant should receive their license from the State within 105 days of original 
application. 

RESPONSIBLE DEPARTMENT(S) 

Nicole Garcia, Planning Specialist, ngarcia@ScottsdaleAZ.gov 
Planning and Development Services 
 
Thomas Myers, Lieutenant, tmyers@scottsdaleaz.gov 
Police Special Investigations 

APPROVED BY 

 
 
 

      8/19/2021 
Tim Curtis, AICP, Current Planning Director 
480-312-4210, tcurtis@scottsdaleaz.gov 
 
 
 

 Date 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1.       Map 
2. City of Scottsdale Applicant Questionnaire 
3. State Application (Front Page) 
4. Floor Plan 
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Liquor License Questionnaire 
(New Location) 
Packaged Retail, Wholesale, Manufacturing (Series 1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 19) 

Please complete all questions and return within 3 business days. 

Name of Business: Old Town Scottsdale Liquor

Business Address: 4439 N Saddlebag Trail #101-102 Scottsdale AZ. 85251

Type of Business (packaged retail, wholesale, manufacturing): _pa_ck_a_ge_d _r _e_ta _il ___________ _
Total Gross Square Footage of Establishment: _1 _2 _3_1 ___________________

_

Was liquor sold at this location prior to this application? □Yes IZ) No 
If yes, what type of license? ______________________ _

Is this business currently open? 
If yes, is this business operating with an Interim license? 

□Yes
OYes

IZ)No
0 No 

If no, what is the proposed opening date? _1_0_10_1 _ 12_0_2_1 ______________ _

Is this business under construction? 
Is this business being remodeled? 
Does this business have a drive thru window? 

Applicant Narrative: 

D Yes 
0 Yes 
D Yes 

(Z] No 
[Z) No
0 No 

ARS 4-201-G: Except for a person to person transfer of a transferable license for use at the same location and as 
otherwise provided in section 4-203, subsection A, in all proceedings before the governing body of a city or town, the 
board of supervisors of a county or the board, the applicant bears the burden of showing that the public convenience 
requires and that the best interest of the community will be substantially served by the issuance of a license. 

We own several businesses with liquor licenses. We are experienced operators 
that work very hard to build a successful business. 

2. The best interest of the community will be substantially served by the issuance of the liquor license because:

Downtown Scottsdale has no liquor stores. We believe this will be a very welcome 
addition to the neighborhood and the entire downtown area. It will be very popular 
with our hotel visitors that don't want to go to the bars. 

3. Please describe your business:

I
Full service liquor store 

Planning and Development Services 
7447 E. Indian School Road, Suite 105, Scottsdale, AZ 85251 ♦ www.ScottsdaleAZ.gov 
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• •
State of Arizona

Department of Liquor Licenses and Control

Created 05/19/2021 @ 09:50:29 AM

Local Governing Body Report

LICENSE

Number:
Name:
State:

Issue Date:
Original Issue Date:
Location:

Mailing Address:

Phone:
Alt. Phone:
Email:

009070013522 Type:
OLD TOWN SCOTTSDALE LIQUOR
Pending

009 LIQUOR STORE

Expiration Date: 12/31/2021

04/14/2021
4439 N SADDLEBAG TRAIL
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 852581
USA
8776 E SHEA BOULEVARD
#106-310
SCOTTSDALE ,AZ 85261
USA
(602)770-4964
(480)370-0023
VAVGLOBAL@GMAILCOM

Currently, this license has pending applications.

AGENT

Name: SAMIR S -M YONO
Gender: Male
Correspondence Address: 8776 E SHEA BOULEVARD

#106-310

Phone:
Alt. Phone:
Email:

SCOTTSDALE , AZ 85261
USA
(480)370-0023

VAVGLOBAL@GMAILCOM

OWNER
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Old Town Scottsdale Liquors
38-LL-2021
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Old Town Scottsdale Liquors
• Forwarding a recommendation to the AZ Dept of Liquor Licenses 

and Control for a Series 9 (Liquor Store) State liquor license

• 4439 N Saddlebag Trail

• Entertainment District



Context Aerial                                                     38-LL-2021



Detail Aerial                                                         38-LL-2021



Street View                                                               38-LL-2021



Old Town Scottsdale Liquors
State Licensing Criteria: Location

• The public convenience and best interest of the community will be 
substantially served by the issuance.

• Commercial zoning allows retail sales
• Building in good condition
• No liquor violations at this location (building) for the past 5 

years



Old Town Scottsdale Liquors
Location Evaluation Criteria (cont.):
• Residential population likely to increase in the area
• Commercial population likely to increase in the area
• Market for retail (hotel guests, residences, businesses)
• Compatibility with area activity
• Number of liquor licenses within one mile
• Vehicular traffic accommodated
• No school buildings or church buildings within 300 feet



Old Town Scottsdale Liquors
• 20-day posting
• No written arguments in favor or opposition
• Police Dept. expressed concerns:

• Potential for purchase and consumption on the street.
• Potential for purchase and consumption immediately prior to or after 

venue attendance.
• Potential of disturbances and altercations surrounding the establishment.  



Action Requested:
The City Council has the option of recommending approval, 
disapproval, or no recommendation

Next Step:
Recommendation will be forwarded to the AZ Dept of Liquor 
Licenses and Control for their consideration

Old Town Scottsdale Liquors
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Cordova, Rommel

From: VAV GLOBAL <vavglobal@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 8:28 AM
To: City Council
Cc: Butteweg, Cathie; Cordova, Rommel; Garcia, Nicole; Bailey, Christian - 1150; Curtis, Tim
Subject: Re: Old Town Liquor
Attachments: oldtown 1 packet.pdf; support signatures.pdf

External Email: Please use caution if opening links or attachments! 
Hi City Council, 

Please see attached information packet for Old Town Scottsdale Liquor as well as favorable signatures for the location transfer. I will 
bring hard copies of packet for your reference as well.  

Please note there continues to be opposition signatures based on false information in regards to the liquor license owner which 
should be withdrawn for the city council meeting. Having people sign a document based on false information should not 

be accepted nor is appropriate behavior from a law firm. As you are aware the liquor board and police department do a 
complete background check and fingerprinting for applicants. Also as I mentioned that Samir has been in the 
community for over 30 years and has had over 10 liquor licenses in Scottsdale, Phoenix, and Fountain Hills.  

Thank You 
Vanessa Yono 

On Aug 20, 2021, at 3:59 PM, VAV GLOBAL <vavglobal@gmail.com> wrote: 

Hi Betty/Solange/Tom,  

I received information from The City of Scottsdale in regards to case for Old Town Liquor and I wanted to 
clarify some points that were discussed incorrectly.  

1. Samir Yono and Vanessa Yono are the agents with no other joint ownership. They do not have any criminal
records. Samir Yono has had several liquor licenses in the City of Scottsdale, Fountain Hills, and Phoenix with
no violations. He has always been involved with the community and is great friends with Mayor Kate Gallego
and previous Fountain Hills Mayor Jay Schlum.

2. This will be a very high end liquor store with bottles ranging in the thousands of dollars and catering to
high end clients and high end hotel guests.

3. There will be no neon signage and all finishings will be high end and designed to fit the entertainment
district.

4. This liquor license has already been approved by The City of Scottsdale and is only being submitted for a
location change.

Hope that information helps and let me know if you need anything else. 
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Regards, 
 
Vanessa  



OLD TOWN SCOTTSDALE LIQUOR



INSPIRATION
The concept is inspired by several liquor stores that are currently located in  
entertainment districts located in major cities. Two major liquor stores we studied that 
are succeeding in San Diego, CA noted below: 

- Harbor Market- Located in downtown San Diego on the ground floor of the 5-
star InterContinental hotel. 

- Gaslamp Liquor- Located in San Diego's Gaslamp Quarter 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Old Town Scottsdale Liquor is a licensed liquor store to be located in Old Town 
Scottsdale.
Being a retail liquor store, the products on sale will include a variety of brands including 
assorted wines, beer, and liquor.
This will be driven by a professional and friendly customer service that will make 
customer satisfaction a top priority. In addition to walk in service we will be on major 
delivery apps.

OUR PRODUCTS
The products we offer at our store are carefully selected brands and assorted types that 
include wines, liquor, spirits and even non-alcoholic beverages among a wide range of 
drinks and snacks available for sale to our clients.

MISSION STATEMENT
Our Mission at Old Town Scottsdale Liquor is to have a store that provides unbeatable 
services to our highly esteemed clients through the availability of the widest range of 
drinks and snacks to accommodate the needs of all our clients and also ensure that 
they always come back.

COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE
Our competitive advantage is our unique services which include the sale of high-quality 
liquor, wine, beverages, snacks, etc. Also, our customer care service will be among the 
very best within the industry.

TARGET MARKET
At Old Town Scottsdale Liquor, we already have a target market of clients who we 
intend to serve and treat with hospitality. Being in Old Town Scottsdale we will serve the 
many hotels and nearby residential which includes homes, apartments, and 
condominiums.

• In a 3 mile radius there is 99,094 population
• In a 3 mile radius there is 47,030 households
• Nearby Hotels: W hotel, Best Western, Aloft, Hyatt House, Hyatt Place, Marriott, 

Hilton Garden Inn, The Scott, Embassy Suites, Howard Johnson, The Saguaro
• Over 9 million estimated visitors a year to Scottsdale
• Nearby residential complexes: MZ Scottsdale, Camden, The Cortesian, San 

Marin, Broadstone, The Palladium, Oasis, 4020 Lofts, Optima



KEY NOTES

• During the peak bar hours 10pm-2am
• We will be limiting the amount of clients entering
• We will have security
• We will be prioritizing delivery service during this time 

through apps like Drizly

• Building has been vacant for over 7 years

• You can walk into any bar and purchase a full bottle of 
unopened liquor and walk out with it.

• Liquor stores in entertainment districts are already 
succeeding in major cities. We worked with liquor stores in 
downtown San Diego to get an idea of the high end 
assortment and fixtures.

• Experienced owner that has had over 10 liquor licenses with 
no violations in Scottsdale, Fountain Hills, and Phoenix.

• Discussed the case with security guards at the bars in the 
entertainment district which had no concerns with safety.

• High end concept with fixtures and design to fit the 
entertainment district.

• Amount of bars/restaurant within walking distance is almost 
identical to already approved location. Advantage to new 
location is visibility from main street and residential and 
hotels nearby.  



CONCEPT IMAGES







Hello Venessa,

I have worked at Levrose Commercial Real Estate since 2007.  Our office is located to
the east of the Entertainment District, so I’m very aware of the developments and area.  I
feel with all the residential and hospitality development happening in the area, there is a
definite need for a high end liquor store.  The store will be located within walking distance
of the residents in the area, as well as visitors staying in the hotels. 

Thank you,

DANIELLE DAVIS | Partner
ddavis@levrose.com | Direct: 480.294.6017
4414 N Civic Center Plaza, Suite 100, Scottsdale, AZ 85251
 

 LinkedIn | Instagram | Facebook | Twitter | Website

https://levrose.com/our-team/danielle-davis/
mailto:ddavis@levrose.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/levrose-commercial-real-estate/
https://www.instagram.com/levroseCRE/
https://www.facebook.com/LevRoseRE
https://twitter.com/LevRoseCRE
https://levrose.com/
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Cordova, Rommel

From: Curtis, Tim
Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 2:19 PM
To: Cordova, Rommel; Butteweg, Cathie
Cc: Garcia, Nicole; Santaella, Luis
Subject: FW: Opposition to liquor license application (38-LL-2021)

From: tim timlasota.com <tim@timlasota.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 2:17 PM 
To: Curtis, Tim <tcurtis@scottsdaleaz.gov> 
Subject: Opposition to liquor license application (38‐LL‐2021) 

External Email: Please use caution if opening links or attachments! 
Dear Tim: 

I write to urge the City Council to recommend denial of liquor license application 38‐LL‐2021 to the State 
Department of Liquor Licenses and Control. 

There is no place in the state like downtown Scottsdale.  We must make sure that it stays that way.  The 
problem with this liquor application is that, because of the particulars, presents "The possibility of alcohol 
purchase and consumption immediately prior to or after venue attendance is an additional area of 
concern.  These factors increase the potential of disturbances and altercations surrounding the establishment" 
according to the Scottsdale Police Department.   

This is the reason that there is so much opposition to this application from the people closest to this‐‐those 
doing business in the immediate vicinity of this, who will have to deal with the negative externalities of this 
should the applicant be granted the license.   There are currently over 20‐30 business owners within one mile 
that oppose this application of the proposed premises‐‐the Council should listen to them. 

It doesn't take much forethought to have an idea where this new establishment would take us: 

• This liquor store applicant's customers will be foot traffic from the entertainment district, that will possibly
be people that have been cut off from further alcohol use at well‐managed and regulated bars.

On this point, I can speak from some experience.  If I were 25 years younger, I would have loved the idea of 
this liquor store because I would have taken advantage of it to go drink much cheaper liquor in allies, parking 
lots etc.  Of course, back then I used to drink too much, use "outdoor" bathroom facilities, and get kicked out 
of bars such as Craig's Place and Martini Ranch.   

• This proposed business will contribute to the area devolving from high‐end.

• Additionally, there is a high likelihood this liquor store application will attract vagrancy, homelessness and
people looking to cruise the downtown for cheap liquor.
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For the reasons cited above, I urge that the City of Scottsdale oppose this application for a retail liquore 
establishment at the 4439 Saddlebag building in Scottsdale.   
  
Thank you. 
 

Timothy A. La Sota 
2198 East Camelback Road, Suite 305  
Phoenix, Arizona 85016  
Telephone: (602) 515-2649  
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