


In addition, Thunderbird II pilots
flew nearly 26,500,000 miles, more
than 3,000 times around the world
at the equator. Two years, three
months and 24 days later it w
deactivated.
Throughout World War II,
Thunderbird II devoted its
every facility to the train-
ing of more and more
cadets. In spite of the
intensified training, the field 
a widespread reputation for t
oughness of instruction and h
caliber graduates.

After the war, Arizona Stat
Teachers College (now Arizo
State University in Tempe, A
acquired the airport in order 
implement its own aviation p
gram. Distance from the colle
campus and cost of operating
aviation program soon convin
the college to abandon its pla

The Arizona Conference o
Seventh Day Adventists purc
the Airport in 1953 and estab
Thunderbird Academy. Form
racks became dormitories. H
were adapted to house a woo
ucts industry and a vocation e
tion center offering training i

mechanics, woodworking and welding.
The airfield itself became a training
field for missionary pilots. In 1963, in
order to finance renovation of its phys-

ies, the academy commis-
sioned the first combined-use
design of a clean industrial
park surrounding an airport.

The City of Scottsdale
acquired the airfield portion

The Airport at a Glance

Scottsdale Airport began in June 22,
1942, as Thunderbird Field II, a basic
training facility for World War II
Army Air Corps pilots.

In 1966, the City of Scottsdale 
purchased the airfield from the
Arizona Conference of Seventh Day
Adventists.

The first business jets landed at
Scottsdale Airport in August 1967.

The first airpark tenant broke ground
in August 1968.

The airport is open 24 hours a day.

More than 420 aircraft based at
Scottsdale Airport, from single engine
recreational planes to numerous 
corporate jets.

Runway: 03/21, 8,249 feet long, 100
feet wide.
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of the academy’s property in
1966 and has continued to own and
operate it since that time.

In 2007, there were more than 420
aircraft based at Scottsdale Airport,
from single engine recreational planes
to numerous corporate jets.

Approximately 192,000 takeoffs and
landings occurred, making Scottsdale
one of the busiest single-runway air-
ports in the country, and the busiest
corporate jet facility in the state.
Scottsdale Airpark, the 2,600-acre
commercial area that surrounds the
airport, has become a national model
for airport-based business parks. This
model has been achieved through the
efforts of numerous City of Scottsdale
civic and community leaders. Several
important factors have contributed to
the success of the Scottsdale
Airport/Airpark.

The FAA control tower is open 
6 a.m. to 9 p.m.

More than 11 million gallons of 
aviation fuel were pumped at SDL in
2006.

The most recent Noise Compatibility
Study was completed in 2005.

The most recent Airport Master Plan
for SDL was completed in 1997.





What causes planes to take off in the
direction of my home?
The prevailing wind at the runway
determines the initial direction of
flight. Often buildings, fences,
trees, etc., will diminish wind
effects in the surrounding neigh-
borhoods, however, on the open
area of the airport, wind at six
knots or more usually make it nec-
essary for aircraft to take off into
the wind.

How can citizens and government
work together to significantly decrease
aircraft noise in our community?  
Noise abatement is not a local issue
and there is an ongoing nationwide
dialog between the FAA, legisla-
tors, residents, citizens, industry
and other advocacy groups.
Significant noise reduction could
come from new federal legislation
regarding 1.) Hushkits of Stage II
aircraft under 75,000 lbs. certificat-

ed weight or 2.) A review of the DNL
noise metric and adoption of a lower
noise threshold than 65DNL, 3.)
Reducing the onerous requirements of
the CFR Part 161 process.

How can citizens get involved?
Citizens can keep in touch on issues
by attending the Airport Advisory
Commission meetings. The
Commission advises the City Council
on policy matters relating to the oper-
ation of the airport, proposals for
development, airport area land use,
fees and safety concerns. The
Commission meets on the second
Wednesday of each month.

What can I do to stay informed about
Scottsdale Airport activities?
In addition to attending the Airport
Advisory Commission meetings, visit
the airport website at 
www.scottsdaleairport.com for current
information and subscribe to an email

Scottsdale Airport Bulletin.
For specific questions, please call 
480-312-2321.




