
IF OPTION A IS APPROVED, OPTION B CHANGES TO THE FOLLOWING:  

 

OPTION B 
 
AMEND ARTICLE 9, SECTION 5, OF THE CITY CHARTER TO CHANGE THE METHOD FOR 
CALCULATING THE MAJORITY OF VOTES NEEDED FOR A CANDIDATE TO BE 
ELECTED AT THE GENERAL PRIMARY ELECTION: 
 
Effect of amendment: Provides that the method for determining whether a candidate is elected at 
the City’s general election shall be based on votes, rather than ballots, cast. 
 
Sec. 5. Majority to elect in general primary. 
 

Any candidate who shall receive at the general primary election, the number of votes 
constituting a majority of all of the ballots votes cast in that candidate’s race, shall be declared 
to be elected to the office for which he is a candidate, and no further elections shall be held as 
to said candidate.  provided that if more candidates receive the number of votes constituting a 
majority of all of the ballots cast  than there are offices to be filled, then those candidates, equal 
in number of the offices to be filled, receiving the highest number of votes shall be declared to 
be elected. 
 

The majority of votes cast shall be determined by dividing the total number of valid votes cast in 
each candidate’s race by the number of seats to be filled, dividing that number in half, and 
rounding to the next highest whole number. 
 
If more candidates than there are offices to be filled receive the number of votes constituting a 
majority of all of the votes cast, then those candidates, equal in number of the offices to be 
filled, receiving the highest number of votes shall be declared to be elected. 
 

 
  



 
IF OPTION A IS APPROVED, OPTION C CHANGES TO THE FOLLOWING:  

 
 

OPTION C 
 
AMEND ARTICLE 9, SECTION 1, OF THE CITY CHARTER, TO PROVIDE FOR THE ABILITY 
TO FORGO A GENERAL PRIMARY ELECTION FOR A PARTICULAR OFFICE IF NO MORE 
THAN TWO CANDIDATES FILE NOMINATING PETITIONS FOR EACH VACANCY IN THAT 
OFFICE. 
 

Effect of amendment: Provides a means to dispense with an election for a particular office if no 
more than two candidates file nominating petitions for each vacancy in that office. 
 
Sec. 1. Permitted types of election. 
 

Elections to be held in the city shall be either general, run-off primary, general or special 
elections.  
 

(a) General Primary elections shall be held for the purpose of electing officers of the city and 
determining whether a run-off general election is necessary. In the event that no more than two 
candidates file nominating petitions for each vacancy in office, the Primary Election may be 
dispensed with as to that office. 
 

***(b) Run-off General elections shall be held when any elected offices remain unfilled after the 
general primary election.***  
 
(c) All other municipal elections that may be held by authority of this charter, or of any other law, 
shall be known as special elections and may, at the discretion of the city council, be conducted 
concurrently with a general, run-off primary, general or any other election authorized by law. 
 


