
N

10
4t

h 
S

T.

96
th

 S
T.

11
0t

h 
S

T.

12
4t

h 
S

T.

12
0t

h 
S

T.

13
6t

h 
S

T.

14
4t

h 
S

T.

13
0t

h 
S

T.

P
IM

A 
R

D
.

H
AY

D
E

N
 R

D
.

S
C

O
TT

S
D

A
LE

 R
D

.

64
th

 S
T.

56
th

 S
T.

McKELLIPS RD.

McDOWELL RD.

THOMAS RD.

INDIAN  SCHOOL RD. 

McDONALD DR.

CHAPARRAL/CAMELBACK RD.

INDIAN  BEND RD.

McCORMICK  PKWY.

DOUBLE  TREE RANCH RD.

SHEA BLVD.

CACTUS RD.

THUNDERBIRD RD.

GREENWAY RD.

BELL RD./FRANK  LLOYD
WRIGHT  BLVD.

BEARDSLEY RD.

JENNY LYNN

CIRCLE  MOUNTAIN

HONDA  BOW

ROCKAWAY  HILLS

DESERT  HILLS DR.

JOY  RANCH RD.

STAGECOACH  PASS

CAREFREE  HWY.

DOVE  VALLEY RD.

LONE  MOUNTAIN RD.

DIXILETA DR.

DYNAMITE BLVD.

JOMAX RD.

HAPPY  VALLEY RD.

PINNACLE  PEAK RD.

DEER  VALLEY RD.

CAMELBACK RD.

UNION HILLS DR.

C. A. P.

air
po

rt

CANAL

Salt  River

P
im

a 
Fr

ee
w

ay
 (1

01
)

Red Mountain Freeway (202)

RIO VERDE DR.
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The McDowell Sonoran Preserve ordinance formally established the 
Preserve and the McDowell Sonoran Preserve Commission, and added 
rules to the code that the City needs to regulate the users of the Preserve 
and protect the resources in the Preserve. The McDowell Sonoran 
Preserve Commission and its Planning Committee prepared the rules in 
consultation with user groups and other open space management 
agencies.

The provisions in Chapter 21 apply exclusively to the McDowell Sonoran 
Preserve.

City Council, the McDowell Sonoran Preserve Commission, volunteer 
groups such as the McDowell Sonoran Conservancy, and anyone who 
uses the Preserve. City staff, especially City police officers, can use the 
adopted rules for enforcement.

The ordinance adds to the code many of the rules that the McDowell 
Sonoran Preserve Commission and its Planning Committee took years to 
prepare.  It also consolidates City policies, standards, and procedures for 
the Preserve in one location, Chapter 21 of the code.

Chapter 21 establishes the Preserve, describes the purposes of the 
Preserve, and identifies ten management objectives.

Chapter 21 establishes the McDowell Sonoran Preserve Commission, 
defines its purpose, powers and duties, and makes it an eleven-member 
commission.

Thirty-two general rules for users are defined and all users must comply 
with these rules.

Preserve users are required to stay on the trails and no motorized 
vehicles are permitted in the Preserve beyond the access areas.

Chapter 21 authorizes the Preserve Director to issue permits and set up 
procedures for permits for special activities in the Preserve, such as 
educational classes or scientific research.

Ongoing coordination with adjacent regional open space destinations is 
required for the rules to work effectively.  Adjacent jurisdictions include 
Maricopa County’s McDowell Mountain Regional Park, the National 
Forest Service’s Tonto National Forest, and Fountain Hills McDowell 
Mountain Preserve.

Penalties are prescribed for violators.

needs to use it?w h o

McDOWELL SONORAN PRESERVE ORDINANCE McDOWELL SONORAN PRESERVE ORDINANCE
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Scottsdale Revised Code - Chapter 21
City of Scottsdale Preservation Office

City of Scottsdale General Plan (2001)
Recommended Study Boundary of the McDowell Sonoran Preserve
Trail System Master Plan (2004)
Desert Open Space System Plan (1997)
McDowell Mountains Task Force Report of Recommendations (1993)
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