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regulations/codes/ordinances

general plan/

character and neighborhood plans

inspections

development reviewspecific plans

community vision/legal foundation

guidelines

built environment

required elements
structural elements

assure compliance
design aesthetics

assure constructability

foundation

required/desired elements

and related documents:
r e f e r e n c e s

is the full policy?
w h e r e

points:k e y

was it developed?
w h y

does it apply?
w h e r e

is it?
w h a t

Design guidelines for the creation of parks or places for public 
recreation, developed in harmony with the unique Sonoran Desert 
environment.  The ultimate image that these guidelines should foster 
for these northern desert parks is that the park grew out of its site and 
has been there for generations.

Parks in within the Environmentally Sensitive Lands Ordinance districts 
especially those north of Jomax Road.

All participants involved in the desert park development process 
including citizens, developers, policy makers, designers, capital 
builders, maintenance crews, and recreation and land planners.

To create northern desert parks that should be immediately 
recognizable as “Sonoran Desert” parks as opposed to parks indistinct 
in character, and indistinguishable in local. The design of these parks 
should embody the belief that the refinement of more ecologically 
sensitive techniques of land development will minimize damage to 
local and regional habitats.

Follow the Great Sonoran Desert Design Concepts in all aspect of 
development so that man-made improvements blend with the natural 
desert environment.

Turf should be limited to athletic field area, special picnic/open play 
spaces, and in areas of high public use.

Drought tolerant plant material is preferred in landscaped areas with 
native plants having the highest priority.

Unique open spaces, archeological sites, historic elements and, 
natural features should be preserved and protected.

Encourage the consideration for  specialty parks that respond to the 
demand of the citizens, unique site conditions, and/or special 
community interests.

State of the art lighting systems should be utilized for outdoor 
recreation that provides safety while minimizing trespass of light into 
adjacent neighborhoods and natural spaces.

Site planning should be based on local context, topographic suitability, 
proposed program/activities, and appropriate access. 

needs to use it?
w h o

DESERT PARKS DESIGN GUIDELINES DESERT PARKS DESIGN GUIDELINES 
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Planning and Design Library - Community Design Studio 
 
 
 
 
City of Scottsdale General Plan (2001) 
Vision 2010 Parks Master Plan 
Great Sonoran Desert Design Concepts 
Scottsdale Sensitive Design Principles 
Environmentally Sensitive Land Ordinance  
 C
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