






























































































































































DDCS PARTNER 
ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY 



Memorandum of Understanding between 
Arizona State University 

and the 
Desert Discovery Center Advocates 

This memorandum of understanding (MOD) is made between Arizona State University 
(ASU) and the Desert Discovery Advocates (DDCA) as of April 23, 2014. 

RECITALS 

» DCCA is a group of private citizens whose goal is to further the concept for the proposed 
Desert Discovery Center (DDC), seek financing for the project, and plan and organize for its 
eventual implementation. 

• The financial affairs of the DDCA currently are handled through the Arizona Community 
Foundation. 

• It is the intent of the DDCA in collaboration with its partners, including its primary academic 
partner, to create a new or recruit an existing 501 (c)3 non-profit organization and develop a 
board specifically for the purpose of governing and managing the DDC. The entity that 
ultimately operates the DDC (the Operator) likely will be selected by the City of Scottsdale 
(the City) through a public process and manage the DDC under a long-tenm contract with 
the City. 

• This initial MDU between the DDCA and ASU will be replaced with a longer-term agreement 
between the Operator and ASU. This new agreement would be contractual in nature and 
reflect what is learned during the planning and development period. 

• In order to undertake the development of the Desert Discovery Center, DCCA desires to 
enter into an arrangement with ASU to plan and eventually to deliver education and 
research programmatic activities. 

• The DDCA and ASU desire that this initial MOU be a public and official statement of 
mutual intent that outlines our relationship in a non-contractual manner. 

o ASU and DDCA agree that: 

1. The DDC will become a global destination for transformative research, education, 
interpretation, and experiences about desert ecology and about adapting to, conserving, 
and living sustainably in arid environments. 

2. The goal of the DDC is to change individual behavior and influence the public's 
perception and motivation to promote more sustainable living In arid environments 
globally. 

3. The DDC will attract hundreds of thousands of annual visitors plus millions more to its 
website and other digital media, with the aim that these visitors' experiences will change 
their perceptions about their environment, their behavior and, over time, public policy 
regarding how to live in arid areas. 



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

ASU and DDCA (the Parties) will: 

1. Participate jointly in planning, developing, and eventually operating or participating in the 
activities of the DDC. 

2. Participate in presentations, discussions, and promotion of the DDC to public and private 
individuals and bodies as necessary and appropriate. 

3. Work together to plan and support fundraising for further project design and 
development and ultimately to construct and support the facility, its staff, and its 
activities. 

4. Identify and bring the best academic and other partners, researchers, teachers, and 
experts regardless of affiliation to participate in the planning, development, and ongoing 
research, educational, and interpretive activities of the DDC. 

5. Participate in or manage work on the content, initial design, and periodic revitalization of 
permanent and temporary exhibits, educational programs and events, citizen-science 
activities, and on- and off-site/electronic experiences for DDC visitors. 

The Parties will establish the following mechanisms to achieve these objectives: 

1. Institutional Representatives: As soon as practicable, ASU and DDCA each will 
appoint an institutional representative to serve as the primary point of contact for 
advancement of the ASU-DDCA collaboration. 

2. ASU Project Manager: Once planning for the DDC is under way, ASU will appoint a 
full-time project manager to identify, track, and coordinate the implementation of the 
projects and activities related to the ASU-DDCA collaboration (including, but not limited 
to, those identified in the joint educational plan, research plan, and the resource 
attraction/fundraising plan). 

3. ASU Desert Discovery Leadership Council: To help initiate planning for the DDC, ASU 
will establish an ASU Desert Discovery Leadership Council (DDC Council) comprised 
of senior academic representatives from the School of Life Sciences and the Global 
Institute of Sustainability, plus other senior academic, administrative, and Foundation 
members as appropriate. The Council will serve as a coordinating mechanism to 
ensure the full participation of ASU academic and administrative units in the 
advancement of the Desert Discovery Center. The DDCA institutional representative 
also will participate in the DDC Council. 

4. Educational Collaborations: During the planning and operational phases of the DDC, 
ASU will work with DDCA or the Operator when selected to develop an annual plan and 
a five-year plan for collaborations designed to advance public participation in DDC 
research, educational, and interpretive programs and activities and to enhance learning 
by participants in those programs and activities. In conjunction with the establishment 
and implementation of such plans, ASU collaborative activity would include the location 
of ASU faculty members and ASU students at the DDC for purposes of furthering the 
educational collaborations in accordance with the education plans. This collaboration will 
be developed during 2014. 



5. Research Collaborations: During the planning and operational phases of the DDC, ASU 
will work with the DDCA or the Operator when selected to develop an annual plan and a 
five-year plan for collaborations designed to advance research and identify solutions with 
respect to research areas identified in the plans. In conjunction with the establishment 
and implementation of such plans, ASU collaborative activity would include the location 
of ASU faculty members, ASU students, and ASU research facilities or centers at the 
DDC for purposes of furthering research collaborations in accordance with the research 
plans. This coUahoration will be developed during 2014. 

6. Resource Attraction: A development feasibility plan will be completed within six months 
after signing this agreement to determine the most effective process for meeting the 
development objectives of the project. Accounting for the significant investment ASU is 
prepared to redirect to the research and educatiorial components of the project 
(facilities, staffing, and programming), ASU and the DDCA will coordinate planning and 
efforts required to secure adequate philanthropic investment in the Implementation of 
the Desert Discovery Center 

7. Branding and Marketing: In all materials, signage, and branding for the Desert 
Discovery Center, ASU will be prominently identified as DCCA's primary education and 
research partner through the use of ASU logos and brand attributes in a manner to be 
determined pursuant to a joint plan. Other participating organizations will be 
recognized in a manner that is subsidiary to ASU as the lead partner. 

8. Resolution Mechanism: The Parties agree to work collaboratively and in good faith to 
complete these understandings and resolve any differences that might arise during the 
period of this agreement. The institutional representatives may refer matters of concern 
to the DDC Council and the DDCA for a joint meeting to discuss and resolve such 
issues. 

9. Term: This MOU will remain in effect until replaced by an agreement between ASU and 
the DDC Operator. It may be dissolved without cause by mutual consent at any time or 
by either party without cause by giving 90 days written notice to the other party. 
Amendments to this MOU will be in writing and by mutual agreement. 

Signed and Dated: 

Michael M. Crow Date 
President, Arizona State University 

Melinda M. Gulick f \ Date 
Chair, Desert Discover 



Dr. Kathleen Andereck is Director of Curricular Initiatives, College of Public Service and Community 
Solutions and Director and Professor, School of Community Resources and Development at Arizona State 
University. She is also a Senior Sustainability Scientist with ASU's Global Institute for Sustainability. She 
received her B.S. in Natural Resource Management from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point with an 
emphasis in Environmental Education and Interpretation; M.S. in Recreation Resource Development from 
Texas A&M University; and Ph.D. in Parks, Recreation and Tourism Management from Clemson University. Dr. 
Andereck has conducted recreation and tourism research work with a diversity of organizations and agencies 
at the federal and state levels including the Arizona Office of Tourism, Arizona Department of Transportation, 
Bureau of Land Management, the USDA Forest Service, Arizona State Parks, and many communities. Her 
research focuses on the tourism and recreation experience from the perspective of both visitors and residents 
particularly as it applies to sustainable tourism and marketing. Some of her specific areas of interest include 
tourism and quality of life, residents' attitudes toward tourism, volunteer tourism, and tourist behavior in 
outdoor recreation settings. A number of the projects Dr. Andereck has worked on are relevant to the 
management and activities of the Desert Discovery Center. She has worked on several students for land 
management agencies in Arizona and other states. Many of these studies have considered the nature of the 
tourism experience and determined the extent to which visitors' expectations were being met. She worked 
with Dr. Christine Vogt on two very similar projects: a "discovery center" proposal with a friends group in 
partnership with a local community, regional convention and visitor bureau, and a U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
refuge; and a market study for redevelopment of an old military manufacturing site (Midewin National 
Tallgrass Prairie outside of Chicago). 

Selected projects include: 
Nyaupane, G. and Andereck, K. (2012). National Visitor Use Monitoring Study. Study conducted for the USDA 
Forest Service, Tonto National Forest. 

Nyaupane, G. and Andereck, K. (2012). Analysis of Sustainable Recreation Program. Study conducted for the 
USDA Forest Service, Tonto National Forest. 

Budruk, M. and Andereck, K. (2010). Needles Visitor Use Study. Study conducted for the Bureau of Land 
Management. 

Andereck, K.L. and Knopf, R.C. (2007). New Melones Reservoir Visitor Study. Study conducted for the Bureau 
of Reclamation (sub-contract with TetraTech, Inc.). 

Andereck K.L. and Ng, E. (2006). Arizona Cultural Heritage Tourism Study. Study conducted for the Arizona 
Office of Tourism. 

Knopf, R.C. and Andereck, K.L. (2006). Building a Tourism Development Strategy for the Economic 
Development of Surprise, Arizona. Study conducted for the City of Surprise Department of Economic 
Development. 

Andereck, K. and Ng, E. (2005). Arizona Office of Tourism Marketing Conversion Study—Target Cities 
Promotion AND Arizona Office of Tourism Marketing Conversion Study—Arizona Giveaways and Getaways 
Promotion. Study conducted for the Arizona Office of Tourism. 

Selected publications include: 
Nyaupane, G.P. and Andereck, K.L. (2014). Visitors to cultural heritage attractions: An activity-based 
integrated typology. Tourism, Culture and Communication, 14:17-26. 

Andereck, K.L., McGehee, N.G. and Lee, S. (2012). Experience expectations of prospective volunteer tourists. 
Journal of Travel Research 50: 248-260. 

Andereck, K.L. and Nyaupane, G.P. (2011). Exploring the nature of tourism and quality of life perceptions 
among residents.yourna/ of Travel Research, 50: 248-260. 

Andereck, K.L. (2009). Perceptions of environmentally responsible innovations at tourism businesses./ourna/ 
of Sustainable Tourism, 17(4): 489-499. 



Dr. Chr i s topher Boone is Dean and Professor, School of Sustainability, at Arizona State University. His 
research contributes to ongoing debates in sustainable urbanization, environmental justice, vulnerabi l i ty, and 
global environmental change. He is a scientist for the urban Long Term Ecological Research projects based in 
Balt imore and Phoenix and sits on the scientific steering committee for the Urbanization and Global 
Environmental Change project. Dr. Boone received his Ph.D and M.A. in Geography f rom the University of 
Toronto and B.A in Geography f rom Queen's University. He completed a post-doctoral fel lowship at McGill 
University, School of the Environment. He is an active contr ibutor to Future Earth, an internat ional ini t iat ive 
that aims to integrate the global environmental change communi ty w i t h a focus on sustainable outcomes. 
Boone serves on the Executive Committee of the Council of Environmental Deans and Directors. He is the 
author of two books on urban sustainabil ity, City and Environment and Urbanization and Sustainability, and is 
the associate editor for the journals Frontiers in Ecology (Urban Ecology] and Current Research on Cities. He 
also serves on the editor ial board of the Internat ional Journal o f Sustainable Development and Environment 
Justice. For Cambridge University Press, he is co-editor of the book series. New Directions in Sustainability and 
Society. At ASU, he has taught classes on sustainable urbanization, urban and environmental health, principles 
and methods of sustainabil ity, environmental justice, interdiscipl inary methods for socio-ecological research, 
and sustainable design ( Innovat ion Space). 

Selected publications: 
Boone, Christopher G., Fragkias, Michail (eds.). 2013. Urbanization and Sustainability - Linking ecology, 
environmental justice, and g lobal environmental change. Dordrecht: Springer Press. 

Boone, Christopher G., Charles L. Redman, Hilda Blanco, Dagmar Haase, Jennifer A. M. Koch, Shuaib Lwasa, 
Harini Nagendra, Stephan Pauleit, Steward T. A. Pickett, Karen C. Seto, and Makoto Yoko. 2014. 
Reconceptualizing Land for Sustainable Urbanity. Eds. Karen Seto and Anette Reenberg. Rethinking Global 
Land Use in an Urban Era. Cambridge: MIT press. 

Boone, Christopher G., Cook, Elizabeth, Hall, Sharon ]., Nation, Marcia L., Grimm, Nancy B., Raish, Carol, Finch, 
Deborah, and York, Abigail. 2012. A comparative gradient approach as a tool for understanding and managing 
urban ecosystems. Urban Ecosystems 15, 4: 795-807. 

Pickett, S. T. A., C.G. Boone, B.P. McGrath, M.L. Cadenasso, D.L. Childers, L.A. Ogden, M. McHale, and J.M. Grove. 
2013. Ecological science and transformat ion to the sustainable city. Cities, 32: S10-S20 

Shrestha, Milan K., York, Abigail M., Boone, Christopher G., Zhang, Sainan. 2011. Land fragmentat ion due to 
rapid urbanizat ion in the Phoenix Metropol i tan Area: Analyzing the spatiotemporal patterns and 
drivers. Applied Geography 32, 522-531. 

Boone, Christopher G., Cadenasso, Mary L., Grove, J. Morgan, Schwartz, Kirsten, Buckley, Geoffrey L. 2010. 
Landscape, vegetation characteristics, and group identi ty in an urban and suburban watershed: why the 60s 
matter. Urban Ecosystems. 13, 3: 255-271. 

Selected research grants: 
"Urban Resilience to Climate Change-Driven Extreme Events" (Redman, PI, Boone and others col laborator). 
National Science Foundation, $12,000,000. 2015-2020. 

"Balt imore Ecosystem Study Phase I I I : Adaptive Processes in the Balt imore Socio-Ecological System f rom the 
Sanitary to the Sustainable City." (Pickett, p.i., Boone and others co-p.i.). National Science Foundation. 
$5,640,000. 2010-2016. 

"CAPS: Urban Sustainabil ity in the Dynamic Environment of Central Arizona." (Gr imm, p.i., Boone and others 
co-p.i.) National Science Foundation, $5,640,000. 2010-2016. 

"Urbanization and Global Environmental Change International Project Office." (Redman, pi., Boone and others 
co-p.i.). National Science Foundation. $750,000. 2012-2016. 



Dr. Lindy Elkins-Tanton is the director of the School of Earth and Space Exploration at Arizona State 
University. Her research is on the evolution of terrestrial planets, and the relationships between Earth and 
life on Earth. One research focus concerns the relationships between large volcanic provinces and global 
extinction events, focusing on the Siberian flood basalts and the end-Permian extinction. A second research 
effort addresses the chemistry and physics of the formation of terrestrial planets, with projects focusing on 
planetesimals, the Moon, Mercury, the Earth, rocky exoplanets, and on processes such as degassing the 
earliest atmospheres. She has lead four field expeditions in Siberia, as well as participated in fieldwork in the 
Sierra Nevada, the Cascades, and the Faroe Islands, and a fifth Siberian expedition. Dr. Elkins-Tanton received 
her B.S. and M.S. from MIT in 1987, and then spent eight years working in business, with five years spent 
writing business plans for young high-tech ventures. She then returned to MIT for a Ph.D. She spent five years 
as a researcher at Brown University, followed by five years on MIT faculty, culminating as Associate Professor 
of Geology, before accepting the directorship of the Department of Terrestrial Magnetism at the Carnegie 
Institution for Science. In 2014, she moved to the directorship at Arizona State University. Dr. Elkins-Tanton 
is a two-time National Academy of Sciences Kavli Frontiers of Science Fellow and served on the National 
Academy of Sciences Decadal Survey Mars panel. In 2008, she was awarded a five-year National Science 
Foundation CAREER award and in 2009 was named Outstanding MIT Faculty Undergraduate Research 
Mentor. In 2010 she was awarded the Explorers Club Lowell Thomas prize. The second edition other six-
book series The Solar System, a reference series for libraries, was published in 2010. In 2013 she was named 
the Astor Fellow at Oxford University. 

Selected publications include: 

Black, B.A., B.P. Weiss, L.T. Elkins-Tanton, R.V. Veselovskiy, A. Latyshev, Siberian Traps volcaniclastic rocks 
and the role of magma-water interactions, accepted to the Geological Society of America Bulletin, 2015. 

Ukstins Peate, I. and L.T. Elkins-Tanton, Large igneous provinces and explosive basaltic volcanism. In 
Volcanism and Global Environmental Change, Ed. A. Schmidt, K. Fristad, L. Elkins-Tanton, Cambridge 
University Press, 2015. 

Elkins-Tanton, L.T. and D. Bercovici, Contraction or expansion of the Moon's crust during magma ocean 
freezing? Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society A., 372, 20130240, 2014. 

Scheinberg, A., L.T. Elkins-Tanton, S. Zhong, Timescale and morphology of Martian mantle overturn 
immediately following magma ocean solidification,/ Geophysical Research, 2014. 

Fu, Roger R. and L. T. Elkins-Tanton, The fate of magmas in planetesimals and the retention of primitive 
chondritic crusts. Earth and Planetary Science Letters 390, 127-138, 2014. 

Erkaev, N. V., H. Lammer, L. Elkins-Tanton, P. Odert, K. G. Kislyakova, Yu. N. Kulikov, M. Leitzinger, M. Giidel, 
Escape of the martian protoatmosphere. Planetary and Space Science 9Q, 106-119, 2014. 

Mandler, B.E. and L. T. Elkins-Tanton, The origin of eucrites, diogenites and olivine diogenites: magma ocean 
crystallization and shallow magma chamber processes on Vesta, Meteoritics & Planetary Science, 1-17, doi: 
10.1111/maps.l2135, 2013. 

Vilim, R., S. Stanley, L. Elkins-Tanton, The effect of lower mantle metallization on magnetic field generation in 
rocky exoplanets, Astrophysical Journal Letters, 768, L30, 2013. 

Weiss, B.P. and L.T. Elkins-Tanton, Differentiated Planetesimals and the Parent Bodies of Chondrites, Annual 
Review of Earth and Planetary Sciences, 41, 21.1-21.32, 2013. 

Suckale, J., L. Elkins-Tanton, and J. A. Sethian, Crystals stirred up: 2. Numerical insights into the formation of 
the earliest crust on the Moon,/ Geophysical Research, 117, E08005, 2012. 

Elkins-Tanton, L.T., Magma oceans in the inner solar system. Annual Review of Earth and Planetary Sciences, 
40,113-139, 2012. 



Dr. Ferran Garcia-Pichel is Dean of Natural Sciences, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, and Professor, 
School of Life Sciences. Dr. Garcia-Pichel joined ASU in 2000. He received his Licenciatura con Grado in 
science at the Autonomous University of Barcelona, Spain, and his MS and PhD from the University of Oregon 
in microbiology. Prior to his position at ASU, he was a researcher at the Max Planck Institute for Marine 
Microbiology in Germany. Dr. Garcia-Pichel is an ASU faculty exemplar, a fellow of the American Academy of 
Microbiology, and an American Society for Microbiology Distinguished Lecturer. He speaks five languages 
and has authored or co-authored more than 100 articles in prestigious journals, including i'c/ence. Nature, 
PNAS, Journal of Biotechnology, Environmental Microbiology and Journal of Bacteriology. In addition to his 
appointment at ASU, he is an affiliated scientist with the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, California, 
and research associate with the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute in Panama. Dr. Garcia-Pichel's 
research areas include studies on bacterial diversity, behavior adaptations and survival in extreme 
environments, and biological soil crusts and soil stabilization. 

Selected publications include: 
L. Rajeev, U Nunes da Rocha, N Klitgord, Eric G. Luning, Julian Fortney, Seth P. Axen, Patrick M. Shih, Nicholas 
J. Bouskill, Benjamin P. Bowen, Cheryl Kerfeld, Ferran Garcia-Pichel, Eoin L. Brodie, Trent R. Northen, Aindrila 
Mukhopadhyay (2013) Dynamic cyanobacterial response to hydration and dehydration in a desert biological 
soil crust. ISME Journal DOI:10.1038/ismej.2013.83 

Garcia-Pichel, F, V. Loza, Y. Marusenko, P Mateo, R.M. Potrafka (2013). Temperature determines the 
continental-scale distribution of keystone species in topsoil microbial communities. Science 340:1574-1577 
DOI: 10.1126/science.l236404 

Marusenko Y, S.T. Bates, I Anderson. S Johnson, T Soule, F. Garcia-Pichel (2013) Ammonia-oxidizing archaea 
and bacteria are structured by geography in biological soil crusts across North American arid lands. 
Ecological Processes 2:9 10.1186/2192-1709-2-9 

Bates, S.T., Nash T, and F. Garcia-Pichel (2012) Patterns of diversity for fungal assemblages of biological soil 
crusts from the southwestern United States. Mycologia 104-353-361 

Kothari, A, Vaughn, M, Garcia-Pichel, F. (2013) Comparative genomic analyses of the cyanobacterium, Lyngbya 
aestuarii BL J, a powerful hydrogen producer. Front Microbiol. 4:363. doi: 10.3389/fmicb.2013.00363. 

Strauss, S L, Day T.A., Garcia-Pichel (2012) Nitrogen cycling in biological soil crusts across biogeography 
regions in the Southwestern United States. Biogeochemistry 108:171-183 

Starkenburg, SR, Reitinga K, Freitas T, Johnson SL, Chain, PSG, Garcia-Pichel, F, Kuske CR (2011). The Genome 
of the Cyanobacterium Microcoleus vaginatus FGP-2, a Photosynthetic 2 Ecosystem Engineer of Arid Land Soil 
Biocrusts Worldwide . J Bacteriol. 193: 4569-4570 

Chorover, J., R Kretschmar, F Garcia-Pichel, D Sparks (2007) Soil Biogeochemical Processes within the critical 
zone. Elements 3: 321-326. 

Beraldi-Campesi, H, Hartnett, H, Anbar, A, Gordon, G, and F. Garcia-Pichel, F (2009) Effects of biological soil 
crusts on soil elemental concentrations; implications for biogeochemistry and as traceable biosignatures of 
ancient life on land. Geobiology 7:348-359 

Garcia-Pichel F (2008) Molecular ecology and Environmental Genomics. In The cyanobacteria: molecular 
biology, genomics and evolution, A. Herrero, (Ed), Horizon Science 

Activities and honors: 
President, AZ/NV Branch American Society for Microbiology 2008-2009 
Distinguished Lecturer ASM, 2010-2010 
Editor, FEMS Microbiology Reviews 2007-present 
Chair, Microbiology Graduate Program at ASU 2006-2010 



Wellington "Duke" Reiter, FAIA, is the Senior Advisor to the President of Arizona State University 
with particular focus on university/city integration. He also coordinates specific initiatives related to 
higher education, healthcare, urbanism, and sustainability. 

Over the past twenty years, Reiter has played numerous roles: community leader, academic 
administrator, faculty member, architect, urban designer, and public artist. In the course of his 
career, he has established a track a record of highly effective partnerships with public office holders, 
the business community, non-profit groups, professional organizations, developers, and universities. 
Central to his diverse portfolio of experience has been the construction of mutually beneficial 
relationships between the institutions he has led and the cities in which they are located. A student of 
higher education, urban design, and entrepreneurship, Reiter is particularly interested in the 
economic, cultural, and sustainability of major US metro areas and the engagement of the top tier 
colleges and universities that are embedded within them. 

Mr. Reiter was a key player in the conceptualization and creation of the award-winning Downtown 
Phoenix Campus for ASU, a project that he continues to advance. He was also involved in the initial 
planning for SkySong, the ASU Scottsdale Innovation Center, as the city and university were 
determining a path forward on this unique and now thriving project. Mr. Reiter is frequently an 
advisor to other cities and universities about collaborative projects that unite common economic 
development interests and physical planning. 

As part of his duties with ASU, Mr. Reiter is charged with managing multi-stakeholder projects and 
attracting external resources to them. Examples include: 

1) University Innovation Alliance, a collection of ten U.S. research-intensive public universities 
committed to increased access for deserving students with support from the Gates and Lumina 
Foundations. 

2) New Health Board of Directors dedicated to the advancement of all healthcare related research 
and delivery activity at ASU. 

3) Plaza de Las Culturas. the transformation of an 88-acre brown- field site into a critical community 
center in conjunction with the Raza Development Fund and multiple schools and colleges within 
ASU. 

Reiter is the past President of the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, the former Dean of the 
College of Design at Arizona State University, and a long-time faculty member at MIT in the 
Department of Architecture. He is the recipient of the Arizona Architect's medal and is a Fellow of 
the American Institute of Architects. He is presently the Chair of the Urban Land Institute in Arizona 
and is a national Trustee of the organization. A monograph on Reiter's work, Vessels and Fields, is 
available from Princeton Architectural Press. 

Selected architectural/planning projects involving planning, education, and exhibition design 
include: 

Education Center, Peabody Essex Museum; complete, award- 2002-03 
Park of 21st Century, Fresh Kills, New York; invited finalist (w/ Sasaki Associates)- 2001 
US Air Force Memorial, Washington, D.C.; invited finalist, 2nd award- 2001-02 
Visitor Station and retail expansion, DeCordova Museum; complete, award- 2001-03 
Trinity River Vision, Ft. Worth, TX; multiple awards (w/ Bing Thorn)- 2001-02 
Department of Energy, Solar Wall competition; selected entry- 2000 
MIT Museum renovation. Lobby 7 information kiosks, other; complete - 1998-01 
Dewey Sq. master plan (Big Dig), Mass Highway Dept.; schematic-design dev.- 1997-99 
Cultural District planning study, Boston; complete-1987 



Dr. Christine Vogt is Director of the Center for Sustainable Tourism in the School of Community Resources 
and Development, College of Public Service and Community Solutions, at Arizona State University. She 
currently holds the rank of Professor and began her career at ASU as an assistant professor from 1993 to 
1998 and then moved to Michigan State University from 1999 to 2015. Dr. Vogt holds a BS in Accounting and 
Ph.D. in Leisure Studies from Indiana University and a Masters degree in Business Communications from the 
University of St Thomas in St. Paul, MN. She serves on two academic journal boards in tourism and leisure 
research. Dr. Vogt has been conducting research for over 20 years in the areas of tourism and recreation 
planning; development and marketing; and community assessment in rural and urban areas and at local, state 
and federal levels in Michigan, Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Missouri, New Mexico, Indiana, 
Illinois, and New York. In 2014, she held a fellowship with Singapore National Parks where she conducted 
research on the social value of parks. Her expertise is consumer behavior and experiences, information 
search and decision-making (including marketing communications and web services), and evaluation and 
survey research. Recent research studies focus on place-making, community vibrancy, urban-rural interface 
communities, regional conservation plans, urban redevelopment areas, resident involvement in tourism 
planning, environmentally-friendly transportation infrastructure (trails, safe routes to school), active and 
health living, and examining tourism supply and demand at a county or community-level. A number of the 
projects Dr. Vogt has worked on are relevant to the development and marketing of the Desert Discovery 
Center. She lead one "discovery center" proposal with a friends group in partnership with a local community, 
regional convention and visitor bureau, and a U.S. Fish and Wildlife refuge. Additional projects with U.S. 
Forest Service have aimed to redevelop urban sites, such as an old military manufacturing site (Midewin 
National Tallgrass Prairie outside of Chicago) or one of the world's largest landfills (Freshkills located on 
Staten Island NYC), into park sites with tourist drawing power to enhance tourism economic benefits. 

Selected projects include: 
Klenosky, D. and C. Vogt (2010-2015). Attitudes Toward and Intentions to Visit Freshkills Park, Staten Island, 
NY. USDA Forest Service, Northern Research Station. 

Vogt, C, D. McCole and C. Oh. (2009-2014). Assessing, Forecasting and Planning for Coastal Community and 
Economic Impacts Related to the Collapse of the Chinook Salmon Fishery in Southern Lake Huron: An 
Integrated Assessment - for Tourism/Marketing and Commercial Recreation Businesses. NOAA-Michigan 
Seagrant 

Vogt, C. (2009-2012). Advancing Tourism Community Development and Marketing Efforts: A Case Study of 
Sitka, Alaska. USDA Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Station. 

Oh, C. and C. Vogt. (2011). Residents' Preference Assessment for the Development of a Tribal Master Strategic 
Plan. Sault Tribe Planning and Development Department 

Selected publications include: 
Jordan, E.J., Vogt, CA. and DeShon, R. (2015). A Stress and Coping Framework for Understanding Resident 
Responses to Tourism Development Tourism Mgmt. 48: 500-512. 

Jordan, E. Vogt, C, Kruger, L., and Grewe, N. (2013). The Interplay of Governance, power and citizen 
participation in community tourism planning./ourna/ of Policy Research in Tourism, Leisure & Events, 5(2), 1-
19. 

Liu, W., Vogt, C, Luo, J., He, G., Frank, K. and Liu, J. (2012). Drivers and Socioeconomic Impacts of Tourism 
Participation in Protected Areas. PLoS One, April 25 edition. 

Latkova, P. and Vogt, C. (2012). Residents' Attitudes toward Existing and Future Tourism Development in 
Rural Communities./ourno/ of Travel Research, 51(1), 50-67. 

McCole, D. and Vogt, C. (2011). Informing Sustainability Decisions: The Role of Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
Scholars in Addressing Unsustainability./ourna/ of Park and Recreation Administration: Special Issue on 
Sustainability, 29(3), 27-43. 



DRAFT 

CITY OF SCOTTSDALE 
MCDOWELL SONORAN PRESERVE COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

DECEMBER 9, 2015 

Scottsdale Stadium Pressbox 
7408 E. Osborn Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251 

DRAFT SUMMARIZED MINUTES 

PRESENT: 

STAFF: 

GUESTS: 

James Heitel, Chairman 
Robert Frost, Vice Chair 
Con Englehorn, Commissioner 
Steve Dodd, Commissioner 
Mike Milillo, Commissioner (arrived at 4:06 p.m.) 
Jace McKeighan, Commissioner 
Cynthia Wenstrom, Commissioner 

Bill Murphy 
Kroy Ekblaw 
Liz Hildenbrand 
Dan Worth 
Jeff Nichols 

Christine Kovach 
Sam Campana 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Heitel called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 

2. ROLL CALL 

Members present as noted above. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There were no members of the public who wished to speak on non-agendized items. 

ATTACHMENT 4 
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4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Approval of the Meeting minutes of November 12, 2015 

VICE-CHAIR FROST MOVED TO APPROVE THE MEETING MINUTES OF 
NOVEMBER 12, 2015. COMMISSIONER ENGLEHORN SECONDED THE MOTION, 
WHICH CARRIED BY A VOTE OF SIX (6) TO ZERO (0). COMMISSIONER MILILLO 
NOT PRESENT. 

5. DESERT DISCOVERY CENTER (Discussion begins at 4:02; approximately 2 
minutes into the meeting) 

Mr. Ekblaw reminded the Commission of the direction by City Council to put together an 
RFQ for an operator/manager of the Desert Discovery Center (DDC). Council was given 
an update in September and staff is anticipating that the contract between the City of 
Scottsdale and Desert Discovery Center Scottsdale, Inc. (DDCS), will be agendized for 
the January 11, 2016 Council meeting. 

Dan Worth, Public Works Director, discussed key elements of the RFQ; recent DDC 
activities; areas of the scope of service that will be included in a contract with DDCS; 
costs associated with entering into the contract and moving to the next steps of 
development of the project; and next steps. The tentative project budget includes a 
$726,000 management services contract; an estimated 700,000 architectural services 
budget, which is not included in the DDCS contract; and an associated business plan. 
Mr. Worth noted that DDCS has proven their ability to acquire cash and in-kind 
contributions by raising $250,000 cash and $100,000 in in-kind contributions that have 
been expended on the project development thus far. 

ASU has agreed to provide professional services for development of the educational 
component of the project. Possible City funding sources include the General Fund, 
Preserve Sales Tax, and Tourism/Bed Tax, which could be carryover Bed Tax funds 
and/or the portion of the Bed Tax normally committed to Capital Projects. 

Discussion ensued regarding funding options and whether or not the use of Preserve 
sales tax funds might be appropriate. Mr. Nichols clarified that staff was instructed by 
City Council to consider all possible funding sources. Use of Preserve funds would not 
be recommended until the DDC use has been defined and the City Attorney has had the 
opportunity to review that use and give an opinion. Mr. Ekblaw explained that when City 
Council authorized the use of $500,000 for a Phase II feasibility study in 2009, 
approximately $490,000 was spent out of the second Preserve tax under the 
Improvements allowance. 

City Treasurer Jeff Nichols noted that the Tourism Development Commission supports 
the DDC project and will be offered a presentation on Tuesday, December 15th to 
discuss possible use of Bed Tax funds. 

Mr. Worth explained that the estimated $700,000 architectural budget would include site 
plans, floor plans, and elevations just short of construction drawings. The 2010 feasibility 
study will be developed further to meet the needs of the facility based on the 
programming. He said that the details of the contract will be available to the public once 
the negotiations with DDCS are concluded two weeks prior to the January 11th City 



McDowell Sonoran Preserve Commission DRAFT 
November 12, 2015 
Page 3 of 4 

Council meeting. On January 11th, in addition to considering the contract with DDCS, 
Inc., City Council will consider initiation of an amendment to the municipal use which 
was initially approved in 2007. 

Chair Heitel expressed concern that ASU's involvement could be in conflict with the 
City's partnership with the McDowell Sonoran Conservancy. Mr. Ekblaw explained that 
the City has a separate agreement with MSC and there are relationships between MSC 
and ASU. It is premature to determine what the partnership will be between the MSC 
and the DDC. 

Christine Kovach said that the MSC passed a resolution that at the time the DDC comes 
to fruition, they are interested in engaging. DDCS is in contact with MSC and looks 
forward to forming a partnership. Ms. Kovach noted that DDCS has put together a legal 
team who is working with the City Attorney's Office to ensure that the DDC is compatible 
with the Preserve Ordinance. 

Mr. Nichols explained that per Financial Policy 21(a), the City's 50% portion of the Bed 
Tax Funds can be used to fund certain activities. When those funds are not expended in 
a given year those carryover funds can be used for one-time capital expenses. There 
are currently approximately $7 million in carryover funds available. 

Sam Campana noted that the RFQ response is available for anyone who is interested in 
reviewing the document. 

COMMISSIONER MILILLO MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO CITY COUNCIL THAT THE 
DDC IS AN APPROPRIATE USE WITHIN THE PRESERVE AND RECOMMEND THAT 
COUNCIL ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH DDCS, INC. THE MOTION DIED FOR 
LACK OF A SECOND. 

COMMISSIONER FROST MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO CiTY COUNCIL THAT THE 
USE OF PRESERVE FUNDS AT THIS POINT IN THE DDC DEVELOPMENT IS 
PREMATURE SINCE THE SCOPE OF THE PROJECT HAS NOT BEEN 
DETERMINED. COMMISSIONER ENGLEHORN SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH 
CARRIED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE OF SEVEN (7) TO ZERO (0). 

Mr. Ekblaw assured the Commission that DDC development will come back to the 
MSPC as part of the Visioning process. Vice-Chair Frost suggested that DDCS, Inc. be 
invited to give a presentation to the Commission. 

Chair Heitel requested that public notice of a pending project be posted on the property 
prior to the January Council meeting. He clarified that the Planning Commission only 
gave approval for the Phase I Gateway Trailhead Plan. Phase II with the DDL Concept 
Plan was not approved by the Planning Commission. Mr. Ekblaw said he will review the 
public record and bring back information regarding the Phase I and Phase II Planning 
Commission recommendations. 

6. STAFF REPORT (Discussion begins at 5:14; approximately 74 minutes into the 
meeting) 

Ms. Hildenbrand said that the City was awarded a $12,300 grant from Gila River Indian 
Community which has been used to haul rocks at Pinnacle Peak. She shared 
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photographs and a video clip of the helicopter rock haul carried out by the contractors 
with whom the City has a five-year contract. Signs are being posted letting users know 
that the rocks are being staged for future trail stabilization that will begin in February. 

7. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS (Discussion begins at 5:20; approximately 80 
minutes into the meeting) 

Commissioner Milillo commented that it was nice to receive the Gila River grant. 

8. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS (Discussion begins at 5:20; 
approximately 80 minutes into the meeting) 

Possible January Work Study (Date TBD): 
• Ordinance and Policy Review 
• Bylaws 
• Trails - Corridor 8 Update 
• Sunrise Trailhead Ideas 
• ASLD Zoning/Land Acquisition Update 
• Priorities for Promotion Plan 

Possible February 4th agenda items include: 
• Elect Chair and Vice Chair for 2016 
• Bylaw Review 
• 2015 Activity Report to City Council 
• Endowment Concept and Conditions Follow-up 
• Cultural Resource Master Plan Recommendation 
• DDC Process Update 
• ASLD Zoning/Land Acquisition Update 

Other Future Items: 
• Earmarking Funds from Commercial Outfitters 
• Drones 
• Dogs in Preserve 
• Land Acquisition Update 
o Fraesfield/Granite Update of Concept Planning 

Mr. Ekblaw suggested that the work study session in January/February be combined 
with a site tour of Pima and Dynamite. 

Vice-Chair Frost requested that a DDCS, Inc. report be agendized for a future meeting. 

Chair Heitel congratulated Mary Beth Hunt on her retirement and expressed thanks for 
her years of service to the Commission. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 5:23 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
A/VTronics, Inc. DBA AVTranz. 



CITY OF SCOTTSDALE 
TOURISM DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

Community Design Studio 
7506 E. Indian School Road 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85251 

DRAFT MINUTES 

PRESENT: 

STAFF: 

David Scholefield, Chairman 
Ren Hirose, Vice-Chairman 
Ace Bailey (left at 9:16 a.m.) 
Linda Dillenbeck 
Cari Grupp 
Camille Hill 
Robert McCreary 

Steve Geiogamah 
Karen Churchard 
Lee Guillory 
Jeff Nichols 
Cheryl Sumners 
Dan Worth 

GUESTS: Rachel Sacco, SCVB 
Dave Alford, Parada Del Sol 
Bruce Hernandez, Behavior Research Center 
Lynne Lagarde 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

Noting the presence of a quorum, Chairman Scholefield called the regular meeting of the 
Scottsdale Tourism Development Commission to order at 8:01 a.m. 

Chairman Scholefield introduced Karen Churchard, Scottsdale's new Director of Tourism 
and Events. He noted that starting in January, TDC meetings will be held in the Kiva 
and televised on Channel 11. 

ATTACHMENT 5 
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2. Approval of Minutes 

• November 17, 2015 Regular Meeting 

Vice Chair Hirose clarified that Chairman Scholefield accompanied him on the Chicago 
media trip, not Commissioner Grupp. 

COMMISSIONER GRUPP MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE 
NOVEMBER 17, 2015 REGULAR MEETING AS AMENDED. COMMISSIONER 
MCCREARY SECONDED. THE MOTION CARRIED BY A VOTE OF SEVEN (7) TO 
ZERO (0). 

3. Manager Reports 

a. Staff Bed-Tax Collection Report 

Mr. Geiogamah reported that bed tax collections were up 9% for October, and up 3% for 
the year. One late payment from a full-service property impacted the September and 
October collections. Year to date hotel bed tax is up 11%, miscellaneous retail sales tax 
is up 12%, and restaurant tax collections up 8%. For most of the fiscal year, full service 
hotels have been down almost 6%. 

b. Bed Tax Proforma 

Mr. Geiogamah noted that the TDC's recommendation on the 2016 Fiesta Bowl rugby 
event will go to the City Council on January 11 for potential approval. The Competitor 
Group is entering their final year of qualifying for New Event Development Funding, and 
will move into the Matching Event Advertising Fund Program. Tourism research is listed 
at $33,000 on the proforma, and will include another $30,000 for the Longwoods 
research. The Tourism Strategic Plan budget will be presented to the Tourism Advisory 
Task Force tomorrow. The $520,064 in the current budget should be enough to carry 
the Task Force through to the end of the fiscal year. 

Vice Chair Hirose requested an update on the Museum of the West five-year donation 
match. Mr. Geiogamah said a report could be forthcoming next month. Chairman 
Scholefield proposed adding a new column to begin the forecast for FY2016/17. 

c. Smith Travel Report 

Mr. Geiogamah reported that year to date occupancy was up 2.4% in the market area. 
The average daily rate is up 6.2%, and revpar is still trending high at 11.8%. 

d. Program Updates 

Mr. Geiogamah reviewed the Event Audit Management Action Plan. Staff has 
completed a response related to event contract evaluations and will be working with the 
TDC Event Working Group to further refine it for a presentation to the Commission next 
year. The Hashknife Pony Express received a recommendation for $7,000 from the 
Community Event Fund. 
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4. Funding of Desert Discovery Center Business Plan and Feasibility Analysis 

Jeff Nichols, City Treasurer, said four funding sources were reviewed for this particular 
contract. He clarified that all funding sources will be reviewed for the DDC project itself. 
Two recently approved bond questions have placed a lot of strain on the General Fund, 
and there is in excess of $130 million in requests for General Fund dollars against a 
balance of $23 million in the carryover. 

The Tourism Development Fund has carryover money available and is a viable option 
compared to the bed tax related tourism funds. The City Attorney has been asked for an 
opinion on whether the DDC can be built within the Preserve Gateway. The Preserve 
Privilege Tax cannot be spent outside the Preserve, and would not be an option if the 
DDC is built elsewhere unless voters approve an amendment. Mr. Nichols 
recommended that carryover funds be used for this contract alone. Once the project is 
defined, his recommendation to City Council will be updated to include all viable options 
for the funding of the project, including General Obligation bonds. 

Mr. Geiogamah summarized that $1,696,900 in funding from the bed tax collections has 
been requested for a DDC business plan and feasibility analysis. Director of Public 
Works Dan Worth explained that City Council in 2007 approved a Municipal Use Master 
Site Plan (MUMSP) envisioning a Desert Discovery Center at the Gateway on land that 
is part of the Preserve. At the Council meeting on January 11, 2016, staff will request 
that Council approve the contract to carry out that work. Council will also be asked to 
initiate a new Municipal Use Master Site Plan Process. The MUMSP that was approved 
in 2007 may or may not conform to what the DDC project ends up becoming. The 2010 
concept study proposed a facility at the Gateway. It remains to be seen whether that 
final product will be appropriate for the Preserve. 

Vice Chair Hirose felt it would be premature to fund the study before the TDC can be 
certain that the DDC will work at the Gateway. Mr. Worth responded that the starting 
point for the study is an assumption that the DDC will be built at the Gateway. Things 
may change as the project becomes more or less feasible. The City Attorney's opinion 
will be based on the potential uses that go into the facility, and his decision will have to 
be made before the City proceeds with this contract. 

Lynne Lagarde said she is a retired land use attorney who has been part of a legal team 
that has looked into the issue of whether the DDC is appropriate for the Gateway. All of 
the research shows that this use has been the consistent intent of the City going back to 
1993, before the Preserve was even created, when an interpretive center was included 
as part of the concept. In 2007, City Council approved a Municipal Use Master Site Plan 
with an interpretive center use, specifically the DDC, to be included as part of Phase 2. 
Phase 1 only had the site plan for a trailhead facility. It was always anticipated that the 
2007 MUMSP would come with back for an amendment. For that amendment to occur, 
however, a final site plan and design is needed. Although the proposal has changed 
since 2007, the ordinance allows the size of a use to be determined during the final site 
plan approval. The legal team submitted a memo to the City Attorney detailing their 
research, and is confident that there are no legal issues. Their focus is to create a 
facility that is compatible with the conservation goals of the Preserve. 
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Chairman Scholefield noted that two other guests declined the opportunity to speak on 
this matter. 

Commissioner Hill inquired whether event and meeting spaces would be incompatible 
with the Preserve. Ms. Lagarde responded that those uses would be ancillary to the 
interpretive center. Chairman Scholefield summarized that if the City Attorney verifies 
that the DDC could be built within the confines of the Preserve, the Preserve Privilege 
Tax, which has about $30 million in it, could be considered as a funding mechanism for a 
portion of the project. Mr. Nichols added that the City Attorney will be advising Council 
on this matter during an executive session on January 11, 2016. 

Ms. Guillory clarified that the TDC previously committed $600,000 for multi-year DDC 
debt service for the project itself, which has yet to go before Council for approval. Vice 
Chair Hirose inquired whether approving this motion would close the door on other 
funding sources being used in the future. Mr. Geiogamah said it would not. Mr. Worth 
noted that the neariy $1.7 million appropriation would fund the development plan as a 
whole, including the architect and various related City services, in addition to the study 
and analysis. 

VICE CHAIR HIROSE MOVED TO RECOMMEND $1,696,900 IN FUNDING FROM 
THE BED TAX CARRYOVER FUND FOR DESERT DISCOVERY CENTER 
SCOTTSDALE INC., TO PRODUCE A DESERT DISCOVERY CENTER BUSINESS 
PLAN AND FEASIBILITY ANALYSIS, PHASE 1 AND PHASE 2. THIS 
APPROPRIATION WILL FUND THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN AS A WHOLE. 
COMMISSIONER HILL SECONDED. THE MOTION CARRIED BY A VOTE OF 
SEVEN (7) TO ZERO (0). 

5. Findings and Implications of the 2015 Leisure Visitor Inguiry Study 

Bruce Hernandez, Behavior Research Center, stated that the Leisure Visitor Inquiry 
Study (LVIS) is conducted annually and consists of interviews with people who 
contacted the Scottsdale Convention and Visitors Bureau over the course of one year. 
About 700 interviews were completed by phone and internet. 

Mr. Hernandez said there has been an uptick in the percentage of interviewees who 
have visited, and in the total visitation. Sixty percent of visitors are women, a trend that 
has long remained constant. The population of those making contact is aging, however. 
Visitors typically have high income. The Midwest and West remain the largest sources 
of visitors. Foreign visitation has increased slightly. The average length of stay has 
dipped slightly over the past few years. Party size has remained consistent for many 
years. Resort hotels spiked up significantly last year, but have dropped back down to 
historical averages. Average daily spending has varied wildly over the years. Activities 
have varied little over time, though downtown visits have increased noticeably from 
previous studies, as have day trips. Visitors typically like Scottsdale as a vacation 
destination, with over 90% indicating their approval. The conversion rate has recovered 
from several down years. 

Commissioner Dillenbeck inquired whether the poll is influenced by major events like the 
Super Bowl. Mr. Hernandez explained that the survey does not pinpoint visitors to one 
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particular time, but instead looks at an entire year. Chairman Scholefield said the aging 
of the visitor population has been noted as a concern by the TDC. This will be a critical 
issue to address moving forward. Mr. Hernandez responded that there are real 
differences between activities that different age groups participate in, though it is also 
true that generations progress through different activities as they get older. 

Vice Chairman Hirose noted that the data could be skewed depending on how they are 
sampled. Millennials, for example, access data in ways that differ from previous 
generations and may never even contact the SCVB. Mr. Hernandez said measuring the 
conversion rate is one way to determine the effectiveness of the SCVB's marketing 
effort. It does not present a pure reflection of every visitor to Scottsdale. Day trippers 
are particularly underrepresented. 

Chairman Scholefield inquired whether the conversion data is still relevant to the SCVB. 
Rachel Sacco, SCVB, said that eariy on it was helpful for the City to know that when 
people contacted the SCVB, the information they received was relevant and useful. 
While it might not be as useful as it once was, it is good to know that people are still 
converting at a high level once they receive information. The typical inquirer to the 
bureau is a bit older than average, and today there are many other means by which 
people can get information. The SCVB is working on product development that 
addresses a younger crowd and is working on a new rebranding effort. In tandem with 
this research, the SCVB conducts its own Visitor Industry Customer Analysis (VICA) 
which focuses on visitors actually staying at Scottsdale hotels and resorts. VICA results 
are compared to LVIS results to complete a broader picture. Mr. Geiogamah noted that 
the Longwoods research is also valuable in this regard. 

6. Special Events Ordinance Update 

Cheryl Sumners, Events Manager, reported that the City held three public meetings last 
week related to the draft ordinance outline. This document provides the key points that 
will be included in the draft outline. Open houses are planned for January 12 and 
January 13 for people to comment on the draft ordinance and submit their ideas. The 
draft ordinance outline is also available on the City's website. A work study session is 
planned with City Council in mid-February, and the ordinance is scheduled for the 
regular agenda in mid-March for Council review. 

Ms. Sumners said 27 people participated in last week's public meetings. Of those, about 
a third were residents, a third were business owners, and a third were people in the 
event industry. The SCVB hosted a meeting with event producers to gain an 
understanding of best practices and similar ordinances from other cities. 

Commissioner Grupp inquired about the lower attendance numbers at last week's 
meetings. Ms. Sumners said she did not know the reason behind the decline. The 
attendees have been very interested in the ordinance, and their feedback has helped 
shape and guide it. Commissioner Bailey inquired why Scottsdale could not simply use 
an ordinance that has proven effective in other cities. Ms. Sumners responded that 
Scottsdale has always tailored its approach to respond to unique circumstances. 
Commissioner Bailey said the definition of small, medium and large events seems vague 
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and could cause confusion. Ms. Sumners noted that the current regulations take a one-
size-fits-all approach, but events of different sizes have very different requirements. 

Commissioner Bailey inquired about the definition of signature events. Ms. Sumners 
explained that many people feel the City should have something in place for those 
events that have come to define Scottsdale. Events would all have to follow the same 
permitting rules, but signature events would have more of a partnership relationship with 
the City. The exact details have yet to be fully worked out. 

Commissioner Hill inquired whether this new ordinance would prevent something like the 
ESPN Super Bowl event from happening in Scottsdale again. Ms. Sumners responded 
that the main changes are being made to the approval process. Commissioner Hill 
asked whether events have to prove their success. Regarding event funding, Mr. 
Geiogamah explained that staff looks at the value of each event and captures that 
information in the post-event reports. Deliverables are a very important part of the 
consideration. Some new events need more time to build their audience. 

Vice Chair Hirose suggested that future public meetings be spread out over several days 
to accommodate those who might be away on one particular day. 

7. PRCA Rodeo Event Proposal 

Dave Alford, Parada del Sol, said the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association (PRCA) 
just received approval from WestWorld to move their event to Sunday, which will make 
more top cowboys available for the competition. The Scottsdale event will receive free 
publicity from the Wrangler network. The professional associations from Canada, 
Mexico and the U.S. are now co-approving their rodeos, which should boost international 
attendance. 

Mr. Alford showed a video demonstrating the proposed placement of signs showing the 
City of Scottsdale's logo at the event. The PRCA was broadcast four times by CBS 
Sports, and viewership was good. It is easy to get contestants to come to Scottsdale. It 
has been a pleasure to work with WestWorld. 

Commissioner Grupp inquired about the possibility of Scottsdale hosting a bigger event 
at some point in the future. Mr. Alford said that has been Parada del Sol's goal all along. 
Commissioner Grupp proposed wrapping the chutes with the Scottsdale/SCVB branding 
during the destination spotlight, and working with national sponsors on marketing during 
the prior week. Chairman Scholefield said the TDC is very interested in events that are 
held outside peak season, and would welcome another rodeo from mid-May to the end 
of the year. He inquired whether such an event would qualify for New Event 
Development funding. Mr. Geiogamah said the parameters of the event would have to 
be evaluated. 

Vice Chairman Hirose suggested that promotional shots during broadcasts show some 
of Scottsdale's other offerings beyond the Western-themed ones. Commissioner 
Dillenbeck suggested putting the experiencescottsdale.com website address on signs 
used during the broadcast. 
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Mr. Geiogamah reported that this event is in its third and final year of qualifying for the 
New Event Development Fund. They have been in compliance for the first two years. 
There is $44,000 in funding available in the bed tax budget for new event development, 
and $140,000 is available in one time use funds for this fiscal year. The requested ask 
is a recommendation for $75,000. 

COMMISSIONER DILLENBECK MOVED TO RECOMMEND BED TAX FUNDING OF 
UP TO $75,000 FOR THE PARADA DEL SOL PRCA EVENT, TO BE DRAWN FROM 
THE NEW EVENT DEVELOPMENT FUND. COMMISSIONER HILL SECONDED. THE 
MOTION CARRIED BY A VOTE OF SIX (6) TO ZERO (0). COMMISSIONER BAILEY 
WAS NOT PRESENT. 

Public Comment 

There were no public comments. 

9. Identification of Future Agenda Items 

Mr. Geiogamah said the next scheduled meeting is January 19, 2016. Future agenda 
items include a TDC work study session, the required Annual Review, an update on the 
Special Events Ordinance, and a recommendation on event contracts. Chairman 
Scholefield requested a report on the Charies Schwab Cup, an update on the 
Transportation Department survey regarding the downtown trolley, an item on bed tax 
stabilization, and a report from the Tourism Advisory Task Force. Vice Chair Hirose 
requested a post-event report on the Food and Wine Festival. 

Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 9:45 a.m. 

Recorded and Transcribed by AVTronics Inc., d/b/a AVTranz Transcription and 
Reporting Services 



ITEM 33 

Memorandum 
To: 

From: 
Date: 

Re: 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 

Daniel J. Worth, Capital Project Manage 
January 4, 2016 

January 11, 2016 - City Council Meeting - Item 33, Desert Discovery Center 
Consulting Services Agreement. 

Your Honor and Members of the City Council, 

Please find attached the McDowell Sonoran Conservancy letter of December 28, 2015. 
This letter arrived too late to make the original Council packet that was delivered to the 
Clerk's Office last week. 

If you have any additional questions, please feel free to call me at 480-312-5555. 



McDowell Sonoran 
C O N S E R V A N C Y -

December 28, 2015 

Kroy Ekblaw 
Preserve Director 
City of Scottsdale 
7447 E. Indian School Rd. Suite 300 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251 

Dear Kroy, 

The McDowell Sonoran Conservancy Board of Directors recently took action to clarify our organization's 
position regarding a proposed Desert Discovery Center. They authorized me to send this Information to 
you to inform any interested parties including but not limited to the Scottsdale City Council, McDowell 
Sonoran Preserve Commission, Tourism Development Commission, associated City staff. City Attorney, 
and citizens. 

First, the Board voted to rearticulate the Board's resolution of January 21, 2015 regarding a Desert 
Discovery Center to all interested parties. I have attached a copy of that resolution. 

Second, the Board voted to reemphasize to all interested parties the language in the resolution that 
states that "the McDowell Sonoran Conservancy looks forward to engaging with all interested parties, 
the City of Scottsdale, educational institutions, the tourism community, and community support groups 
to consider a center that encourages life-long learning and an appreciation of the Preserve's value for 
this and future generations." 

Finally, the Board of Directors passed a new resolution, as follows: 

The McDowell Sonoran Conservancy supports the McDowell Sonoran Preserve Commission's 
recommendation to Scottsdale City Council that it is "premature to recommend the use of 
Preserve funds to the development o f the Desert Discovery Center." 

I ask that you include this information for any City of Scottsdale staff, elected, or appointed officials with 
an interest in or responsibility for the creation of a Desert Discovery Center in Scottsdale. 

Thank you. 

Mike Nplan 
Executive Director 
McDowell Sonoran Conservancy 

16435 North Scousdale Road Suite 110 Scottsdale, Arizona 85254 (480)998-7971 

People Preserving Nature 



McDowell Sonoran 
C O N S E R V A N C Y -

McDoweli Sonoran Conservancy 

Resolution on a Desert Discovery Center 

Approved January 21, 2015 

RESOLVED: The McDowell Sonoran Conservancy (MSC) believes that the City of Scottsdale, it 
businesses, its residents and its visitors could benefit from a desert discovery center located in, or 
near, its McDowell Sonoran Preserve. MSC recognizes that a center consistent with the purpose of 
the Preserve may be in line with the mission of MSC. MSC believes a desert discovery center 
should: 

• respect the integrity of the Preserve and have a limited environmental impact; 
• provide an important amenity for the hospitality and tourism industry; and 
• reflect the community's financial resources to not only fund the construction of such 

a center but to finance the ongoing operational costs of such a center. 

MSC looks forward to engaging with all interested parties, the City of Scottsdale, educational 
institutions, the tourism community, and community support groups to consider a center that 
encourages life-long learning and an appreciation o f the Preserve's value for this and future 
generations. 

Most importantly, MSC remains fully committed to its core mission, to fulfilling its responsibilities 
under its agreement with the City of Scottsdale, and to its education and research activities in the 
Preserve. 

FURTHER RESOLVED: The Chairman and the Executive Director of the Conservancy are hereby 
authorized to make, execute, acknowledge and deliver all statements and take all actions 
necessary to communicate the above Position. 

FURTHER RESOLVED: Any prior positions or proposed resolutions that may have been taken or 
adopted by the Board o f the McDowell Sonoran Conservancy with regards to the desert discovery 
center are superseded in their entirety by the Position and are of no force or effect. 

16435 North Scottsdale Road Suite 110 Scottsdale, Arizona 85254 (480) 998-7971 

People Preserving Nature 



ITEM 33 

Desert Discovery Center 
step 1 Services Contract and MUMSP 

A R I Z O N A 

City Council 
January 11,2016 



Proposed Actions 

Transfer $1.7M from bed tax carryover 
funds into new capital project for "Desert 
Discovery Center Business Plan and 
Feasibility Analysis" 

Authorize $726k contract for 
operator/manager services for the DDC 

Initiate process to amend existing Municipal 
Use Master Site Plan 



Recent Activities on DDC 
Last 12 months 

• March 24* :̂ Gouncil Work-Study session on DDC 

• May 13*̂ :̂ RFQ for manager/operator issued 

• July 16*̂ : Responses to RFQ received 

• September 8*̂ : Council direction to proceed with 
contract negotiations 

• November/December: Board/Commission review 

• January 11*^: Council consideration of 
operator/manager contract with DDCS, Inc. and 
approval of Step 1 project budget 

m 
m i l l . 



Request for Qualifications 
Key Elements 

• Anticipated four "Steps" for development of the DDC 

• Provided a draft of possible scope of services 
anticipated for each of the four steps 

• Provided criteria for evaluation of qualifications of 
the respondent (point system) 

• Did not include design services for an architect -
that will be a separate, future solicitation 

• Allows flexibility to contract for later steps of work 
with the same respondent |||| 



Request for Qualifications 
Anticipated Steps to Develop Facility 

Step 1: Prepare Vision and Preliminary Plan (proposed) 

Step 2: 30% Project Development (partial) 

step 3: 100% Project Development (future) 

Step 4: Construction and Operation (future) 



Response Received 

Single response received from Desert Discovery 
Center Scottsdale, Inc. 

Response complies with requirements of RFQ 

Response was graded an average of 895 points out 
of a possible 1000 points by the review panel 

Review panel recommends moving forward with 
contract negotiations 



Contract Scope of Work 
DDCS, Inc. Proposed Deliverables 

Experiences, Exhibits & Programming 

Partnerships 

Architectural Design (under separate contract) 

Business Plan/Economic Impact 

Fundraising 

Communication, Branding, Marketing 

Community Outreach 



Tentative Project Budget 
For Step 1 Services 

Item Budget 

Management Contract (DDCS, Inc.) $726,900 

Architectural Services (future solicitation) : $700,000 

^Brqect $120,000 

-Gqntingency $150,000 

# ta i ^^ $1,696,900 

Will provide site and floor plans, elevations, character renderings and 
a project estimate of probable construction cost 

Will provide sufficient information to make a "go/no-go" decision on 
the final facility configuration and business plan 

Will provide complete financial overview of project 



Additional Budget Notes 
Public-Private Partnership 

» To date, DDCS, Inc. has raised and utilized 
approximately $232,000 in cash and in-kind contributions 

• DDCS, Inc. has proposed an additional contribution of 
approximately $270,000 in cash and in-kind 
contributions to support the scope of work 
proposed for Step 1 - not valued in proposal 

' A significant amount of volunteer time has been provided 
by the principals and others involved with the DDCS, Inc. 
(presentations, research, negotiations, etc.) 

• A contribution in development of the research and 
education program is expected from ASU in Step 1 
services - not valued in proposal 



Possible Funding Sources 

• General fund 

• Preserve sales tax- MSPC recommendation to not 
use Preserve funds at this point 

• Tourism fund/bed tax- TDC recommendation to fund 
$1.7M project with bed tax carryover funds 

• Combination of the above 

§ 
mm] mm m 



Questions/Discussion 



Additional Slides 
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DDC Evolving Conceptual Plan 
Swaback Partner; )f Scottsdale: Desert Discovery Center 



2010 Concept 
DESERT DISCOVERY CENTER 
PARKING STUDY 

DDC Conceptual Parking P an 
Swaback Partners j City of Scottsdale: Desert Discovery Center 
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ITEM 33 

Wyant. Erica 

From: usantoni@gmail.com 
Sent: Saturday, January 02, 2016 10:58 PM 
To: Agenda Item Comment 
Subject: Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item 33 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 
Item Number: 33 

Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide): 
Name: Umberto Santoni 

Address: 18170 N. 99th St. 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale, AZ 85255 
Phone: 480-532-5802 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item 33: 

The following comments are regarding Resolution No. 10261. 

Dear Mayor Lane and Scottsdale City Council: 

We are Scottsdale residents writing to express our opposition to the proposed Desert Discovery Center Resolution No. 
10261, on the January 11, 
2016 Scottsdale City Council agenda. 

The Desert Discovery Center Consulting Services Agreement was not included in the Scottsdale FY2015/16 Capital 
Improvement Plan and was not included in the project list for the 6 bond questions posed to voters in the November 3 
special election. This indicates the Desert Discovery Center Consulting Services Agreement is a lower priority for 
Scottsdale than any existing capital improvement project or any ofthe proposed special election bond projects. The 
Consulting Services Agreement No. 
2015-234-COS with the Desert Discovery Center Scottsdale, Inc. should not be approved and the $1.7M required for it 
should not be appropriated from the FY 2015/16 General Fund Capital Contingency budget. 

Additionally, the proposed location ofthe Desert Discovery Center is on 
30 acres of the McDowell Sonoran Preserve at the Gateway area. A development of this magnitude would alter the 
pristine state of this area, contradicting the purpose ofthe preserve stated in the McDowell Sonoran Preserve 
Ordinance. Also, the existing Gateway trailhead already provides appropriate public facilities for educational and 
passive outdoor recreational activities This is the people's preserve, not a park, university extension, or commercial 
development opportunity. The amendment to the existing Municipal Use Master Site Plan for a Desert Discovery Center 
at the Gateway must not be approved. 

At the City Council's January 11, 2016 meeting, we urge you to not authorize Resolution No. 10261 and its associated 
three line items. 



W^antĵ ^rica^ 

From: cadahl25@aol.com 
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 7:50 AM 
To: Agenda Item Comment 
Subject: Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item Resolution No. 10261 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 
Item Number: Resolution No. 10261 

Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide) 
Name: Carrie Dahl 

Address: 15850 N Thompson Peak Pkwy, #2128 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale, az 85260 
Phone: 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item Resolution No. 10261: 

Please do not approve this request. The Discovery Center is the opposite of the purpose of the preserve. It would be 
destroying the desert. The Sonoran Desert (within the preserve) is there to experience already. 



W^antJErka^ 

From: Kkeane@koncatenate.com 
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 9:41 AM 
To: Agenda Item Comment 
Subject: Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item #33 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 
Item Number: #33 

Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide): 
Name: Kathryn Keane 

Address: 16849 N 111th St 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale, AZ 85255 
Phone: 614-668-2946 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item #33: 

My husband, Michael, and I just moved from Ohio to Scottsdale permanently in October. We were thrilled to purchase a 
home in MMR and back up into the Sonoran preserve. I am so disappointed to find out that a DDC is being discussed to 
bring this change to important wildlife, hiking and peaceful land that caused us to purchase here. This will create chaos 
and traffic (especially during the building phase) that will reduce our property values, and will forever change the nature 
of the Gateway. 
PLEASE do NOT move forward with this initiative. Stop it NOW. Thank you. 
Katy and Michael Keane 



Wyant, Erica 

From: jrjohnson480@gmail.com 
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 2:37 PM 
To: Agenda Item Comment 
Subject: Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item 33. Desert Discovery Center 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 
Item Number: 33. Desert Discovery Center 

Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide): 
Name: Jennifer Johnson 

Address: 18815 N 90th Way 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale, Arizona 85255 
Phone: 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item 33. Desert Discovery Center: 

What a shame to ruin more acres of land WE VOTED TO PRESERVE. You should be ashamed of yourselves for wasting 
our money in this manner. We enjoy and appreciate our majestic views, serene landscape, and native wildlife habitat 
here in North Scottsdale and do not need a "Disneyland" to forever ruin it! 



ITEM 33 

WjjantJErlc^ 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dthomas31@sbcglobal.net 
Thursday, January 07, 2016 2:18 PM 
Agenda Item Comment 
Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item lA 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 
Item Number: lA 

Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide): 
Name: Diane Thomas 

Address: 10477 E Texas Sage Lane 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale , AZ 85255 
Phone: 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item lA: 

As a permanent resident and land owner who pays property taxes, I vehemently object to the DCC project which is 
being proposed for the Gateway at McDowell Mountain Ranch 111 What steps can be taken to oppose this?? Is there a 
vote that will be given for residents?? Can you advise if there is a specific council member to hear objections?? 



Wyant, Erica 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

nicetang@cox.net 
Thursday, January 07, 2016 7:22 PM 
Agenda Item Comment 
Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item 33 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 
Item Number: 33 

Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide): 
Name: Michael Mayer 

Address: 11157 E Greenway Road 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale, AZ 85255 
Phone: 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item 33: 

Do not fund the DDC. Terminate the project. 

That is what the citizens who live in the area want you to do. 

Michael Mayer 



Jagger, Carolyn 

From: Kuester, Kelli 
Sent: Friday January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Jagger, Carolyn 
Subject: FW: Desert Discovery Center 

From: Andrea Keck rmailto:andreakeck(g)aol.coml 
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 11:54 AM 
To: Lane, Jim 
Subject: Desert Discovery Center 

Mayor Lane: 

We are residents of Windgate Ranch, located right across the street from the Gateway Preserve, where this 
Desert Discovery Center project is being proposed. We vehemently oppose how this project has grown in 
scope and size, and are writing to ask that you vote against this project at Monday's City Council meeting. A 
group of Windgate residents will be in attendance to speak at Monday's meeting. 

We're totally confiised about where the project stands and what is the process going forward. Key questions 
include: 

1) Is this a done deal, or is there still opportunity to stop it? It certainly seems to be continuing to move ahead, 
despite citizen's objections. 

2) How can such a huge facility be built in what was supposed to be a "Preserve" pristine desert space? 

3) Doesn't a $70+ million expenditvire require a vote of the citizens of Scottsdale? (I would think many citizens 
might prefer to spend this amount of money on schools, police stations, roads, etc.) 

Please tell us what we steps we need to take to do all we can to prevent this DDC from happening. We have a 
sense that things are moving forward without us... .that one day we're going to wake up and find out that it's 
been done. 

Sincerely, 

Andrea and Ken Keck 

9719 E West View Drive 

Scottsdale, AZ 85255 

480-595-6271 



W^ant^^ric^ 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

lghervey@cox.net 
Friday, January 08, 2016 4:17 PM 
Agenda Item Comment 
Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item 10261 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 
Item Number: 10261 

Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide): 
Name: Lea Ann Hervey 

Address: 10691 E Palm Ridge Dr 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale, AZ 85255 
Phone: 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item 10261: 

I have been a resident of Scottsdale for over 16 years now and was here when the City bought the area where the 
Desert Discovery Center is proposed. I remember the city paid Toll Brothers top dollar for that area and we were told it 
would be used as preserve for the Gateway Trailhead. 
I do NOT support an amendment to the existing Municipal Use Master Site Plan for a Desert Discovery Center on 30± 
acres of City-owned land located north of the existing Gateway to the Preserve Trailhead on Thompson Peak Parkway. I 
feel this area should remain as the Gateway Trailhead and we should not try to turn it into a tourist attraction. 



Wj^ant^ric^ 

From: rebecca@scottsdalerealtors.org 
Sent: Saturday January 09, 2016 7:45 PM 
To: Agenda Item Comment 

Subject: Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item Item 33 - Authorize Resolution No. 10261 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 

Item Number: Item 33 - Authorize Resolution No. 10261 
Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide): 

Name: Rebecca Grossman 
Address: 11595 E. Juan Tabo Rd. 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale, AZ 85255 
Phone: 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item Item 33 - Authorize Resolution No. 10261: 

As a Scottsdale resident, I cannot wait to take our visiting family and friends to the Desert Discovery Center once it is 
completed. This project will do so much to make Scottsdale the place to be to enjoy and learn about our beautiful 
desert. It will help to maintain the quality of life, the economic vitality and property values in our great city. 

Thank you for your YES vote. 



Wyant, Erica 

From: debbie@shieldsregalrealty.com 
Sent: Saturday, January 09, 2016 8:01 PM 
To: Agenda Item Comment 
Subject: Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item Desert Discovery Center 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 
Item Number: Desert Discovery Center 

Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide): 
Name: Debbie SHIELDS 

Address: 26505 N 86th way 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale, AZ 85255 
Phone:6023303011 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item Desert Discovery Center: 

As Chair of the Scottsdale Area Association of REALTORS I will be there Monday to speak for the DDC. 
Debbie Shields 



W^ant^Eric^ 

From: sbarnes@westusa.com 
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 12:50 AM 
To: Agenda Item Comment 
Subject: Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item 33 - Authorize Resolution #10261 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 
Item Number: 33 - Authorize Resolution #10261 

Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide): 
Name: Sue Barnes 

Address: 9746 E topaz Dr 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale, AZ 85258 
Phone: 480-391-1557 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item 33 - Authorize Resolution #10261: 

I fell in love with Arizona when I moved here in 1962 but there was little to do or bring my visitors to see. to help them 
experience Arizona as I saw it. But now as a REALTOR® and Scottsdale resident, I know that a community thrives when it 
creates harmony between residents, the business community, and the environment. When these three pillars are in 
harmony, the housing market is maintained, community aesthetics are preserved, career opportunities grow, and 
government revenue for public amenities and services is increased. Together, these drive our "quality of life", one of the 
most important aspects people consider when they are choosing where to live. 

One of the main attractions of Scottsdale is our beautiful scenery. 
However, just having a designated natural environment is not enough. The area needs to be connected to and mesh 
with the community; it needs to reflect the brand of Scottsdale. By providing an experience destination, such as the 
Desert Discovery Center is designed to do, you create a form of entertainment, education, and "play", which meets the 
needs of our residents and visitors, just as any museum, aquarium, or zoo would do. And it is an extraordinary 
opportunity that Scottsdale has before it to create an experience unlike any other in the nation. 

As an advocate for the quality of life in Scottsdale and Scottsdale's homeowners, I urge you to vote YES on January 11th 
to approve Regular Agenda Item #33, authorization of Resolution No. 10261 (in its entirety) for the Desert Discovery 
Center. 

To keep Scottsdale special, we have to grow and adapt to the needs of our ever-changing community and environment. 
The citizens of Scottsdale invested in the Preserve through their taxes many years ago, and now we have an opportunity 
to enhance that commitment while improving home values for our citizens, driving economic growth for our city, and 
creating a world-renowned destination for our visitors. 

I am excited about the Desert Discovery Center, as I know many of my clients are as well. 

Thank you for your YES vote. 

Sue Barnes 



W^ant^rica^ 

From: paulasplaces@gmail.com 
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 8:40 AM 
To: Agenda Item Comment 
Subject: Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item 33 - Authorize Resolution No. 10261 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 
Item Number: 33-Authorize Resolution No. 10261 

Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide): 
Name: Paula Serven 

Address: 10656 E. Penstamin Drive 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale, Az 85255 
Phone: 602-620-1051 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item 33 - Authorize Resolution No. 10261: 

As a REALTOR® and Scottsdale resident, I know that a community thrives when it creates harmony between residents, 
the business community, and the environment. When these three pillars are in harmony, the housing market is 
maintained, community aesthetics are preserved, career opportunities grow, and government revenue for public 
amenities and services is increased. Together, these drive our "quality of life", one of the most important aspects people 
consider when they are choosing where to live. 

One of the main attractions of Scottsdale is our beautiful scenery. 
However, just having a designated natural environment is not enough. The area needs to be connected to and mesh 
with the community; it needs to reflect the brand of Scottsdale. By providing an experience destination, such as the 
Desert Discovery Center is designed to do, you create a form of entertainment, education, and "play", which meets the 
needs of our residents and visitors, just as any museum, aquarium, or zoo would do. And it is an extraordinary 
opportunity that Scottsdale has before it to create an experience unlike any other in the nation. 

As an advocate for the quality of life in Scottsdale and Scottsdale's homeowners, I urge you to vote YES on January 11th 
to approve Regular Agenda Item #33, authorization of Resolution No. 10261 (in its entirety) for the Desert Discovery 
Center. 

To keep Scottsdale special, we have to grow and adapt to the needs of our ever-changing community and environment. 
The citizens of Scottsdale invested in the Preserve through their taxes many years ago, and now we have an opportunity 
to enhance that commitment while improving home values for our citizens, driving economic growth for our city, and 
creating a world-renowned destination for our visitors. 

I am excited about the Desert Discovery Center, as I know many of my clients are as well. 



Thank you for your YES vote. 



Wyant, Erica 

From: dangfarley@hotmail.com 
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 8:50 AM 
To: Agenda Item Comment 
Subject: Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item Number: Item 33 - Authorize Resolution 

No. 10261 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 
Item Number: Number: Item 33-Authorize Resolution No. 10261 

Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide): 
Name: Dan Farley 

Address: 9242 E Pershing Ave 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
Phone:4809515959 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item Number: Item 33-Authorize Resolution No. 
10261: 

As a Realtor and Scottsdale city resident, I am outraged that City Council made great efforts to tell the community how 
badly bonds needed to be passed for things in disrepair and then shortly thereafter is looking to sink $1.7 million after 
already putting $2 million into a project that was never mentioned when presented with the desperate call to pass 
bonds. 

I'm further disgusted by my association's efforts to undermine promises made to homeowners in the immediate region 
for a Desert Discovery Center that will increase traffic, make it more of a commercial enterprise and reduce the natural 
sanctuary of the Gateway hiking trail. 

However, I'm really most bothered on how City Council has gone about this. 



Wyant, Erica 

From: Sharon@aJfengineering.com 
Sent: Monday January 11, 2016 9:48 AM 
To: Agenda Item Comment 
Subject: Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item 33-authorize resolution #10261 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 
Item Number: 33-authorize resolution #10261 

Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide): 
Name: Sharon Wolf-Furman 

Address: 14201 N Hayden Rd Ste A4 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale, Arizona 85260 
Phone: 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item 33-authorize resolution #10261: 

As both a resident & business owner in Scottsdale, I am very aware of how important it is that the our community thrive 
by both protecting & keeping harmony between the environment, businesses & residents. It is vitally important that we 
continue to attract tourists and offer unique attractions in our community. Please vote YES today to approve regular 
agenda item #33, authorization of resolution #10261 in its entirety for the Desert Discovery Center. 
Thank you! 



W ânt̂ riĉ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  

From: judyhudek@cox.net 
Sent: Monday January 11, 2016 10:31 AM 
To: Agenda Item Comment 
Subject: Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item Item 33 - Authorize Resolution No. 10261 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 
Item Number: Item 33 - Authorize Resolution No. 10261 

Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide): 
Name: Judy Hudek 

Address: 6049 E. Aster 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale, Arizona 85254 
Phone: 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item Item 33 - Authorize Resolution No. 10261: 

As a REALTOR® and Scottsdale resident, I know that a community thrives when it creates harmony between residents, 
the business community, and the environment. When these three pillars are in harmony, the housing market is 
maintained, community aesthetics are preserved, career opportunities grow, and government revenue for public 
amenities and services is increased. Together, these drive our "quality of life", one of the most important aspects people 
consider when they are choosing where to live. 

One of the main attractions of Scottsdale is our beautiful scenery. 
However, just having a designated natural environment is not enough. The area needs to be connected to and mesh 
with the community; it needs to reflect the brand of Scottsdale. By providing an experience destination, such as the 
Desert Discovery Center is designed to do, you create a form of entertainment, education, and "play", which meets the 
needs of our residents and visitors, just as any museum, aquarium, or zoo would do. And it is an extraordinary 
opportunity that Scottsdale has before it to create an experience unlike any other in the nation. 

As an advocate for the quality of life in Scottsdale and Scottsdale's homeowners, I urge you to vote YES on January 11th 
to approve Regular Agenda Item #33, authorization of Resolution No. 10261 (in its entirety) for the Desert Discovery 
Center. 

To keep Scottsdale special, we have to grow and adapt to the needs of our ever-changing community and environment. 
The citizens of Scottsdale invested in the Preserve through their taxes many years ago, and now we have an opportunity 
to enhance that commitment while improving home values for our citizens, driving economic growth for our city, and 
creating a world-renowned destination for our visitors. 

I am excited about the Desert Discovery Center, as I know many of my clients are as well. 

Thank you for your YES vote 



Wyant, Erica 

From: andreakeck@aol.com 
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 10:49 AM 
To: Agenda Item Comment 
Subject: Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item 33 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 
Item Number: 33 

Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide): 
Name: Andrea Keck 

Address: 9719 E West View Drive 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale, az 85255 
Phone: 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item 33: 

1. How is it legal for a 30+ acre commercial development and a 72,000 sq ft facility to be built in land designated and 
paid for by Scottsdale citizens as a Preserve? 
2. Does not a $70+ million project require approval (vote) by the citizens of Scottsdale? It seems many citizens might 
prefer to spend this much money on other needs. 



W^antJErica^ 

From: pat.shaler@gmail.com 
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 10:54 AM 
To: Agenda Item Comment 
Subject: Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item Item 33 - Resolution No. 10261 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 
Item Number: item 33 - Resolution No. 10261 

Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide): 
Name: Patricia Shaler 

Address: 25550 N 82nd St 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale, Arizona 85255 
Phone:4809468069 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item Item 33 - Resolution No. 10261: 

The "Preserve" is to be preserved. "Amenities" that are funded are for toilets & water - not a 30+ acre commercial 
facility. Please place on a portion of the desert that has already been zoned "commercial". The current DDC is a 
monument to cronyism. SCC has classrooms, old town has 'gift shops' & Starbucks has snacks & coffee. The Preserve is 
one of the best things to be accomplished in Scottsdale - you violate voter trust when you destroy 30 acres of habitat, 
flora & fauna for a testament to someone's ego. 



Wyant, Erica 

From: mbarnewolt@msn.com 
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 10:41 AM 
To: Agenda Item Comment 
Subject: Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item 33- Authorize Resolution No 10261 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 
Item Number: 33- Authorize Resolution No 10261 

Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide): 
Name: Clift and Marti Barnewolt 

Address: 13565 N. 102nd Place 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
Phone: 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item 33- Authorize Resolution No 10261: 

As REALTOR®'s and Scottsdale residents, I know that a community thrives when it creates harmony between residents, 
the business community, and the environment. When these three pillars are in harmony, the housing market is 
maintained, community aesthetics are preserved, career opportunities grow, and government revenue for public 
amenities and services is increased. Together, these drive our "quality of life", one of the most important aspects people 
consider when they are choosing where to live. 

One of the main attractions of Scottsdale is our beautiful scenery. 
However, just having a designated natural environment is not enough. The area needs to be connected to and mesh 
with the community; it needs to reflect the brand of Scottsdale. By providing an experience destination, such as the 
Desert Discovery Center is designed to do, you create a form of entertainment, education, and "play", which meets the 
needs of our residents and visitors, just as any museum, aquarium, or zoo would do. And it is an extraordinary 
opportunity that Scottsdale has before it to create an experience unlike any other in the nation. 

As an advocate for the quality of life in Scottsdale and Scottsdale's homeowners, we urge you to vote YES on January 
11th to approve Regular Agenda Item #33, authorization of Resolution No. 10261 (in its entirety) for the Desert 
Discovery Center. 

To keep Scottsdale special, we have to grow and adapt to the needs of our ever-changing community and environment. 
The citizens of Scottsdale invested in the Preserve through their taxes many years ago, and now we have an opportunity 
to enhance that commitment while improving home values for our citizens, driving economic growth for our city, and 
creating a world-renowned destination for our visitors. 

We are excited about the Desert Discovery Center, and we know many of our clients are as well. 

Thank you for your YES vote. 



Wyant, Erica 

From: kathleen.prokopow@russlyon.com 
Sent: Monday January 11, 2016 11:10 AM 
To: Agenda Item Comment 

Subject: Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item litem 33 - Authorize Resolution No. 10261 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 

Item Number: litem 33 - Authorize Resolution No. 10261 
Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide): 

Name: Kathleen Prokopow 
Address: 8852 E. Pinnacle Peak Road Ste. J3 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale, AZ 85255 
Phone: 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item litem 33 - Authorize Resolution No. 10261: 

As a REALTOR® and Scottsdale resident, I know that a community thrives when it creates harmony between residents, 
the business community, and the environment. When these three pillars are in harmony, the housing market is 
maintained, community aesthetics are preserved, career opportunities grow, and government revenue for public 
amenities and services is increased. Together, these drive our "quality of life", one of the most important aspects people 
consider when they are choosing where to live. 



W ^ a n t J E r i c ^ 

From: Peggyneely@q.com 
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 11:58 AM 
To: Agenda Item Comment 
Subject: Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item 33 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 
Item Number: 33 

Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide): 
Name: Peggy Neely 

Address: 5201 E Helena Dr 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale, AZ 85254 
Phone: 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item 33: 

Please vote yes on item 33 

As a REALTOR® of Scottsdale , I know that a community thrives when it creates harmony between residents, the 
business community, and the environment. When these three pillars are in harmony, the housing market is maintained, 
community aesthetics are preserved, career opportunities grow, and government revenue for public amenities and 
services is increased. Together, these drive our "quality of life", one of the most important aspects people consider 
when they are choosing where to live. 

One of the main attractions of Scottsdale is our beautiful scenery. 
However, just having a designated natural environment is not enough. The area needs to be connected to and mesh 
with the community; it needs to reflect the brand of Scottsdale. By providing an experience destination, such as the 
Desert Discovery Center is designed to do, you create a form of entertainment, education, and "play", which meets the 
needs of our residents and visitors, just as any museum, aquarium, or zoo would do. And it is an extraordinary 
opportunity that Scottsdale has before it to create an experience unlike any other in the nation. 

As an advocate for the quality of life in Scottsdale and Scottsdale's homeowners, I urge you to vote YES on January 11th 
to approve Regular Agenda Item #33, authorization of Resolution No. 10261 (in its entirety) for the Desert Discovery 
Center. 



W^ant j^^Er ica^^_^^^^^^^^^^^_^^^^_^^^^^__^___^ 

From: marissa.pellegrini@gmail.com 
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 2:34 PM 
To: Agenda Item Comment 
Subject: Agenda Item Comment for 01/11/16 - Item 33 

Meeting Date: 01/11/16 
Item Number: 33 

Contact Information (if blank, user did not provide): 
Name: Marissa Pellegrini 

Address: 18941 N 91st Way 
C/S/Z: Scottsdale, AZ 85255 
Phone: 

Comment for 01/11/16 Item 33: 

The Gateway Trailhead, as-is, is a fantastic tribute to the community and allows learning and exploration while 
maintaining the natural beauty of the preserve. An addition of this magnitude is unnecessary and motivated by greed. 

The reason this project has been 30 years in the making is because it doesn't have the support a project of this caliber 
needs to be successful. 
Now that this project is being brought to light again, it is also reminding the citizens nearby that the City may not have 
their best interests in mind and may be too influenced by the private sector/private funding. 

Please realize that long term, the trust of the community is paramount. I believe North Scottsdale not passing the bonds 
and the DDC publicity/project (regardless of it being a line item on the bonds or not) are directly related. There are 
plenty of projects noted in the bonds that will greatly benefit the City and its citizens. Please realize it is more important 
to regain the trust of these citizens, and therefore get the bonds passed to fund other projects that are needed/wanted 
by the people who live in this community. The DDC is a pipe dream and we should stop spending tax dollars and time on 
it and start focusing on projects that are worthy of the funding and will improve the safety and quality of life for the 
people of Scottsdale. 


