
City of Scottsdale Flag Design Challenge Rules  
 

Entries are accepted from 9:00 a.m. October 3 through 5:00 p.m. December 31, 2017. An entry must be 
submitted using the template, available online or at Scottsdale Library locations, or online using a link 
provided on www.ScottsdaleAZ.gov/city-flag-challenge. Digital entries may be JPG/PNG/PDF format and 
must be designed with a 3:5 ratio and be no larger than 500 x 300 pixels. 

Entries must include contact information for the artist including: name, address, phone number, email, 
age, and if entrant is under 18 parental/guardian approval and information. Artists may submit multiple 
entries. 

An artist’s statement (150 words or less) explaining symbolism and colors in the flag and its story. 

Note: do not put your name or identifying information on the image itself or in the artist’s statement.  
Judging will be anonymous and the committee will assign a number to your entry. 

Designs should be created with these basic flag design principles in mind (which is the same criteria the 
judges may be using as they make design selections): 

1. Keep it simple. The flag should be so simple a child can draw it from memory. 

2. Use meaningful symbolism. The flag's images, colors or patterns should relate to what it 
symbolizes. 

3. Use 2-3 basic colors. Limit the number of colors on the flag to three, which contrast well and 
come from the standard color set. 

4. No lettering or seals of any kind. Never use writing of any kind or an organization's seal. These 
get small, blurry and can't be understood from a distance. 

5. Be distinctive or be related. Avoid duplicating other flags but use similarities to show 
connections. 

Entries will be rejected immediately if they: 

• Are not positive in spirit 
• Contain religious symbols 
• Are construed as hateful, defamatory or discriminatory 
• Have references to alcohol, drugs or illicit activities 

Entries become property of the City of Scottsdale.  The author/creator relinquishes all rights to the 
design. The artists/designers also certify that they are the original creators of the art work and it is not 
copyrighted or trademarked. The city reserves the right to alter, modify, or combine designs to create an 
official City of Scottsdale flag. Submissions by members of the Neighborhood Advisory Commission will 
not be considered. 

The city reserves the right to use entries for promotional purposes during the course of the contest, for 
example on social media for contest updates. 

http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/city-flag

