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SUMMARIZED MINUTES 
 

    CITY OF SCOTTSDALE 
 TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 PATHS & TRAILS SUBCOMMITTEE 

 
 TUESDAY, JULY 7, 2015 

 
Agave Conference Room 

One Civic Center  
7447 E. Indian School Road, Suite 205 

Scottsdale, AZ 85251 
 

   
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Stickles called the meeting of the Paths & Trails Subcommittee to order at 
8:34 a.m.  A formal roll call confirmed the presence of Subcommittee members as noted 
below. 

 
ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT:  Robert Stickles, Chair  
 Michael Bouscher, Parks & Recreation Commissioner  
 Michael Kuzel, Subcommittee Member (arrived at 8:36, left at 10:46 a.m.) 
 Linda Whitehead, Subcommittee Member  
 
ABSENT: Paul Holley, Transportation Commissioner 
 
STAFF:  Rose Arballo, Trails Subcommittee Coordinator 
  Paul Basha, Transportation Director 
  Susan Conklu, Senior Transportation Planner 
  Gary Meyer, Senior Project Manager 
 
GUEST:  Jamie Cowgill, JRC Design 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
No public comment was received. 
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3. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

 
Subcommittee Member Whitehead clarified that although she referred to the Canadian 
route she had experienced, she wanted to praise all of the Adventure Cycling 
Association maps.  She asked that the minutes read "A Subcommittee Member 
commended the maps of cycling routes published by the Adventure Cycling Association 
for the wealth of helpful detail provided." 
 
SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBER WHITEHEAD MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF 
THE MAY 12, 2015 MEETING AS AMENDED.  COMMISSIONER BOUSCHER 
SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH CARRIED BY A VOTE OF THREE (3) TO 
ZERO (0).  SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBER KUZEL WAS NOT YET PRESENT AND 
COMMISSIONER HOLLEY WAS ABSENT. 
 
 
4. BICYCLE FRIENDLY COMMUNITY UPDATE 
 
Senior Transportation Planner Ms. Susan Conklu discussed the application to the 
League of American Bicyclists (LAB) to the Bicycle Friendly Communities program.  The 
League considers the five Es: engineering, education, encouragement/events, 
enforcement, and evaluation and planning.  A sixth E is being added, equity for low 
income and minority residents.   
 
Highlights of the presentation and discussion included: 
 

• This is a process requiring continuous improvement.  Ms. Conklu stressed that 
Scottsdale cannot rest on its laurels.  When Scottsdale achieved the gold level in 
2011, there were three platinum level cities and 14 gold level cities.  Today there 
are four platinum level cities and 21 gold level cities.  The number of participants 
has risen from approximately 190 communities to 350 communities.   

• Scottsdale was awarded silver in 2005 and was the first community to achieve 
silver without a university or college.  Now Scottsdale is aiming for platinum. 

• The City hosted two All Things Bike meetings which were attended by 25 people.  
The following feedback was provided:    
• Outreach to bike shop owners was suggested.  Staff is building a current list. 
• What makes Scottsdale bike friendly?  Good bikeways, destinations, Indian 

Bend Wash, and use by other cyclists. 
• What needs to be improved?  More connectivity, bike friendly major 

roadways, need for separated bike lanes, more bike friendly businesses along 
the canals and downtown, bike parking, and wayfinding. 
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• Construct more paths, separated bike lanes on larger streets, more continuity 

downtown, wayfinding, paths and trails north of Cactus, and bike lanes on 
major roads. 

• Expand bike education for adults. 
• Expand bike events, especially more family oriented and competitive.   
• Provide more bike routes with maps like Cycle the Arts. 
• The need for better tracking of bike/car collisions with location information and 

more enforcement for all road users. 
 

Next Steps: 
 

• Continue with the draft application as the deadline is August 11. 
• Ms. Conklu will provide this update presentation to the Transportation 

Commission at their next meeting of July 16. 
• Continue improving the program and working with the community.  All Things 

Bike was a starting point and staff plans to repeat this once or twice a year.   
• Continue outreach to businesses and welcome cyclists as a business strategy. 
• Feedback from the League of American Bicyclists with the City's 2011 

application: expand safety education; consider a network of bicycle boulevards, 
possibly included in the new Transportation Master Plan.  Short-term closures for 
street events; bike share; bike corrals and/or parklets for parking.   

• Ms. Conklu reviewed the application form and Subcommittee Members 
discussed possible responses.  They concurred that the greatest challenge has 
been the Arizona Canal Path between Chaparral and Indian Bend Wash.  Ms. 
Conklu agreed to mention the successful resolution of Mountain View Trail.  A 
Subcommittee Member recommended stressing the importance of the wayfinding 
project and the scope of bike detection at signalized intersections. 

• Future Plans include: 
• Gather and analyze collision data.   
• Safe Routes to School. 
• Better promote Bike Month. 
• Workshop for bike valet parking volunteers. 
• Borrow bike count equipment from MAG. 
• Encourage cycling for seniors, to include modern tricycles. 
• A Subcommittee Member recommended narrowing down and grouping future 

plans and tying them to the five Es. 
• Engineering: Scottsdale has approximately one third of all grade separated 

crossings in the Valley. 
• Education: children, adults, education by and of police. 
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• Encouragement: Bike Month, trip reduction program, special events. 
• Enforcement: outline police enforcement policies.  Police prefer outreach and 

education to handing out citations. 
• Evaluation:  Transportation Master Plan, ridership, census data, cite the 

economic impact study conducted by the State. 
• Why Scottsdale is a Bicycle Friendly Community:   

• Comprehensive infrastructure network, closing the gaps, providing 
redundancy. 

• Many bike facilities per resident.  
• Transportation Master Plan and City policies serve as a model for the region. 
• Cycling valued as a mode of transportation for all ages and abilities. 

• Aspects most in need of improvement: 
• Promotion.  
• Improve connections in the Greater Airpark area. 
• Improve cycling downtown with improved connectivity and bike parking.  

Possible addition of bike lanes to Scottsdale Road could be included in the 
new Transportation Master Plan. 

• Ms. Conklu encouraged Subcommittee Members to continue providing feedback 
as they think of points to cover in the City's application. 

 
 
5. WAYFINDING  
 
Ms. Conklu outlined the history of the wayfinding project for the City’s paths and trails, 
and noted that the feedback to MAG on the regional wayfinding guidelines was very 
similar from all the communities participating in the MAG Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Committee.  The MAG consultant introduced final guidelines in May.  Ms. Conklu 
explained that Scottsdale signage will be consistent with the MAG design, but the City is 
not bound to use the MAG materials or designs. 
 
Ms. Conklu noted that Senior Project Manager Mr. Gary Meyer who is managing the 
contractual administration, was in attendance, and introduced consultant Ms. Jamie 
Cowgill of JRC Design.   
 
Highlights of Ms. Cowgill's presentation on the Trails Program included:   
 

• The initial site survey and inventory she conducted with City staff showed a 
jumble of signage with no hierarchy of sign types, clutter, and confusion.   
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Branding: 

• The cities represented at the MAG Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee meeting 
concurred that the MAG Valley Path brand and logo from MAG shows that 
communities all belong to a single connective system, but that the identity of 
each community should be more prominent.   

• A Subcommittee Member cited hosting cycling vacations headquartered in 
Scottsdale where participants could ride long loops around the Valley.  People 
always comment on the difference between Scottsdale, Phoenix and Tempe.  
Scottsdale paths are cleaner, wider, more esthetically pleasing and better 
planned.  It is important for visitors to know they are in Scottsdale.   

• Ms. Conklu indicated that the purpose of wayfinding is to know where one is, so 
the identity of each city is important information to users.   

 
Content and Location: 

• Ms. Cowgill displayed proposed new sign locations on an aerial map.  These will 
be stored in a GIS system for ease of tracking.   

• Destinations to be included need to be discussed, level of detail and type of 
destination e.g. downtown vs. Museum of the West.  Chair Stickles stressed the 
need to publicize tourist attractions, noting that the cost of signage is low 
compared to the investment in the attractions themselves.  Need to define the 
target audience (locals or tourists), and ensure signage is comprehensible.  

• Staff thought is to limit destination signage to parks, libraries, museums, and 
community centers. 

• Ease and cost of updating signage is a consideration when adding information 
that is likely to need updating.  Removable stickers are a possibility for some 
kinds of information. 

• Ms. Cowgill recommended placing safety signs at entry points to remind cyclists 
to yield to pedestrians and stay right.  Consistent striping of asphalt reinforces 
safety rules and is a possible future project.   

• A subcommittee member suggested including QR codes on signs for digital 
access to access relevant online information.  Bike-related digital advertising 
could in fact provide a useful service to the cycling community.  The digital 
information should be integrated into the wayfinding signage.   

• The Subcommittee Members discussed how to integrate equestrian users.  A 
subcommittee member noted the historical significance of the Sun Circle Trail.  
Attendees noted equestrian riders use the canal.  Ms. Cowgill pointed out that 
this potentially adds another layer of information to the signage.     
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• Ms. Cowgill clarified that the inventory focused on the southern area of the city 

and as far north as Indian Bend.  This area provides examples of the various 
conditions that need to be considered to create a standard.   

• A subcommittee member said he would like to see the signage applied to a 
path/trail.  He cited Dynamite Boulevard as an example.  The trail is fractured 
and eroded, and partially runs on the sidewalk.   

• Ms. Conklu said the intent is for the signage to be used for both paved and 
unpaved paths and trails city-wide.  The initial test signage will be posted in the 
southern area of the city where the inventory was taken.  In the northern part of 
Scottsdale, there will probably be far fewer signs.     
 
Design Considerations: 

• The typeface to be used will be standard Clearview Text and the letters will be 
two inches high.  Attendees agreed it is harder to read signage when cycling. 

• The recommended Scottsdale Pathways logo symbolizes mountains (brown), 
canals (blue), and greenbelts (green).  

• Color choices depend on technical considerations as well as legibility, as some 
shades fade more quickly.  Ms. Cowgill explained that the color on the 
PowerPoint slide is much lighter than the actual color of the proposed material.  
Signs need some reflectivity; dark colors are less reflective.  She will provide 
actual samples of the reflective material at a future meeting.  A subcommittee 
member commented that a more legible sign that has to be replaced is more 
useful than a sign that lasts longer and is not pleasant to read. 

• A subcommittee member suggested that whichever blue is chosen should also 
be used in the tri-color path logo.  The green selected for the road system should 
be used in the tri-color logo.   

• Ms. Cowgill reviewed the options for mounting the signs; post or flag mounted or 
mounting with various types of beams and pipes.   

• She displayed photo simulations of the signs.  
• The subcommittee member said the signage may be overly conspicuous and 

look strange in a more rural suburban context.  Ms. Cowgill said signage would 
probably be smaller.  Subcommittee members concurred that any signage should 
work in the context of each character area.  Every part of the city is important and 
whatever they select should work for the entire city.  

• In discussion, a subcommittee member suggested using color coding to 
delineate the various areas in the system.  Ms. Cowgill added a caveat that they 
do not want to use the shade of green used in the streets system where it is 
reserved for wayfinding.  A subcommittee member commented that there are 
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places such as Indian Bend Wash that operate like a bicycle street where users 
should be following traffic rules and the use of green could be appropriate.     

• Subcommittee members concurred that the transition in color by area makes 
sense.  They suggested that a logical demarcation zone would be in the general 
area of the Loop 101, Pinnacle Peak and WestWorld, north of the Central 
Arizona Canal.  People north of this area are used to seeing more brown in the 
surroundings and the signs that are there are brown.  

• Transportation Director Mr. Paul Basha said the signage looks infinitely better 
than previous iterations.  He appreciated that Chair Stickles and Commissioner 
Holley had urged hiring a professional consultant to work on this project.  Ms. 
Cowgill's presentation shows how cluttered the existing signage is, and the 
proposal looks great.  A few details remain to be settled but, overall, everyone 
concurred that it is a vast improvement. 

• Subcommittee members concurred that they like the proposed signage and look 
forward to further updates.  
 

 
6. OTHER TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS STATUS 
 
Due to lack of time, this item was deferred to the next meeting. 
 
 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
No public comment was received. 
 
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chair Stickles adjourned the meeting at 11:00 a.m. 

 

SUBMITTED BY: 
A/V Tronics, Inc. DBA AVTranz 
 
*NOTE:   These are summary action meeting minutes only.  A complete copy of the audio/video 
recording is available at http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/boards/Transp.asp 

http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/boards/Transp.asp

