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PRESENT:  James Heitel, Chairman 
   Robert Frost, Vice Chair  

Steve Dodd, Commissioner 
Con Englehorn, Commissioner  

   Jace McKeighan, Commissioner  
Mike Milillo, Commissioner  
Cynthia Wenstrom, Commissioner 

 
STAFF:  Bill Murphy  

Kroy Ekblaw  
   Liz Hildenbrand 
   Ruth Johnson 
   Scott Hamilton 
    
GUESTS:  Jack McEnroe 
    
    
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Heitel called the meeting to order at 3:58 p.m. 
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
Members present as noted above.  
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3. ASLD Zoning/Land Acquisition Update (Discussion begins at 3:59; 
approximately 1 minute into the meeting) 

 
Mr. Ekblaw gave an update on the State Land zoning case and the City Land 
acquisition.  The State Land Department is expected to finalize their zoning application 
within the next couple of weeks. Once the zoning cases are submitted, the Crossroads 
case will be submitted and the public hearing signs will go up on the site. The 
Commission will have an opportunity to review the case before it goes to Council.  It is 
anticipated that the acquisition will go to auction in the late April/May/June time frame. 
 
Mr. Ekblaw noted that once the land has been acquired, an RFQ will go out for a site 
designer.  
 
(Starting at 4:06)  Commissioners shared their thoughts on the use of the sites for a field 
services facility, trailhead, and parking. Discussion ensued regarding the size and 
amenities that could be offered at a potential trailhead; field services access roads; 
parking lot size, location, and paving materials; positioning the trailhead near the power 
lines; the cost of revegetating the site; and the possibility of leasing a portion of the site 
to the facilities maintenance department for field services use instead of selling that 
portion of the land to them. 
   
4. Priorities for Promotion Planning for 2016/2017  (Discussion begins at 4:23; 

approximately 25 minutes into the meeting) 
 
Mr. Ekblaw recalled that Commissioner Dodd was interested in discussing items in the 
General Plan document that could be the basis for goals in a communication planning 
effort.  In addition to the first three goals listed, he added one goal that is found under 
CONSV 1.3 encouraging cooperation among resource management agencies, 
professionals and local school districts in developing environmental education materials 
and outreach programs.  
 
Commissioner Dodd noted that the McDowell Sonoran Conservancy is in the process of 
rebranding.  The Conservancy and the Field Institute's efforts are in concert with the 
City's goals and will be an important part of the Resource Management Plan. He 
stressed the importance of collaboration between the City, the Conservancy, and the 
Scottsdale Convention and Visitors Bureau (SCVB). 
 
Discussion ensued regarding working together with the Conservancy and the SCVB to 
identifying consensus goals and target audiences; programs and audiences that are 
already available; educating the public about the Preserve; and capturing statistics 
comparing local and visitor use of the Preserve.  Commissioner Wenstrom commented 
that keeping the uniqueness and restoring and sustaining the natural environment is 
critical to the Preserve.   
 
Commission consensus was to have Commissioners Dodd and Milillo work with staff to 
develop an outline for communication goals and audience and return to the Commission 
in May. 
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5. Ordinance, Policies and Bylaws Review (Discussion begins at 4:35; 

approximately 37 minutes into the meeting) 
 
Mr. Ekblaw noted that the Bylaws were included in the Commissioner packets as well as 
an amendment to the Ordinance under Section 12.17. 
 
Ms. Hildenbrand said that also included in the packet are the updated naming policy and 
special use policy.  The commercial use permit policy will be considered next.  She 
explained the difference between "special use" and "commercial use."  Special use 
permits allow a user a one-time use permit.  Commercial use permits are used to 
operators on a yearly basis and require users to declare trips and pay the City $3.50 per 
person.  Uses such as commercial competitive events and photography permits need to 
be considered as policies are updated.  
 
Mr. Ekblaw noted that the Bylaws would be an action item for the next meeting.  
 
6. Next Meeting February 4th, 2016 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:43 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
A/V Tronics, Inc. DBA AVTranz.  
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