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CITY OF SCOTTSDALE 
MCDOWELL SONORAN PRESERVE COMMISSION 

 
JULY 15, 2015 

 
Florence Ely Nelson Desert Park 

8950 E. Pinnacle Peak Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85255 

 
SUMMARIZED MINUTES 

 
 
PRESENT:  Con Englehorn, Commissioner   

Fred Klein, Commissioner 
Mike Milillo, Commissioner 
Steve Dodd, Commissioner 
Jace McKeighan, Commissioner (arrived at 5:04 p.m.) 

 
ABSENT:  James Heitel, Chairman  

Robert Frost, Vice Chair 
 

STAFF:  Bill Murphy  
Kroy Ekblaw 
Scott Hamilton  
Erin Perreault  
Sara Javoronok 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Acting Chair Klein called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
Members present as noted above. 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
There were no members of the public who wished to speak.  
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4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  (Discussion begins at 5:01; approximately 1 minute into the 
meeting) 

 
Approval of the Regular Meeting minutes of June 4, 2015 
 
Commissioner Klein noted that a mistake had been made on page four regarding the combining 
of Wild Flower Day with Preserve Day.  The events are separate and will be scheduled in 
different seasons.   
 
COMMISSIONER MILILLO MOVED TO APPROVE THE JUNE 4, 2015 MCDOWELL 
SONORAN PRESERVE COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING MINUTES AS AMENDED.  
COMMISSIONER ENGLEHORN SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH CARRIED BY A VOTE 
OF FIVE (5) TO ZERO (0).  CHAIRMAN HEITEL AND VICE CHAIR FROST WERE ABSENT. 
 
5. GENERAL PLAN UPDATE  (Discussion begins at 5:03; approximately 3 minutes into 

the meeting) 
 
Sara Javoronok, Project Coordination Liaison, gave a presentation outlining the General Plan 
2035 process and content of the document.  Her presentation included discussion about the 
background of the General Plan to date and an overview of areas of the General Plan of 
particular interest to the McDowell Sonoran Preserve Commission.   
 
The General Plan has 22 elements, four of which are new and 17 of which are State-required 
elements. Energy and neighborhood preservation and revitalization are two new State-required 
elements. Five elements are unique to the City of Scottsdale:  Character and design; arts, 
culture, and creative community; community involvement; healthy community; and economic 
vitality.  The plan's vision statement and community aspirations were developed through the 
Visioning Town Hall held in early 2013.  
 
Ms. Javoronok discussed elements and policies of interest to the McDowell Sonoran Preserve 
Commission, which included:    

 To sensitively transition and integrate land uses within the surrounding natural and built 
environments.  One of the policies within that specifically relates to the Preserve and 
calls for sensitively integrating low-density development patterns and land uses 
bordering the Preserve and other sensitive natural features.  

 Promoting land use patterns that conserve resources. 
 A description of the Preserve within the open space land use category.  
 A change in the General Plan land use amendment criteria requiring any change in land 

use category to be considered a major amendment or a minor amendment. Previously, 
only major amendments were identified and others processed as non-major 
amendments. 

 Under the exceptions to the land use category, if Preserve land were added, that land 
would not be required to go through the General Plan amendment process.   

 The Preserve is specifically called out as a type of open space under the open space 
element. 

 The goal to fulfill Scottsdale's McDowell Sonoran Preserve Initiative includes policies 
about completing land acquisitions, providing educational and research opportunities, 
ensuring that new development respects the location and the environment, restoring 
wildlife habitat and respecting wildlife corridors, habitat and trail crossings. 

 The element for environmental planning specifies protecting the Sonoran Desert habitat.  
 
Ms. Javoronok noted that review of the draft is scheduled for a City Council study session on 
October 13, 2015.  
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Commission members were given an opportunity to ask questions.  Ms. Perreault noted that the 
first available opportunity for an election would be in November of 2016.  A Commission 
member opined that the Desert and Mountain Preservation Efforts section on page 36 seems 
out of date and includes irrelevant data.  
 
Commission members have the opportunity to submit comments to staff either through email or 
online.  Board and Commission comments will be submitted to City Council separately from 
comments made by the general public.  
 
6. NAMING POLICIES  (Discussion begins at 5:26; approximately 26 minutes into the 

meeting) 
 

 Recommend Approval of Updated Guidelines  
 
Mr. Ekblaw explained that the naming policy was approved by the Commission in 2010 and 
amended and approved by Council in 2011.  The policy excluded trails, because there was an 
older policy on trails in place.  Proposal is to combine into one policy. In the second paragraph 
"trails" were added and "the naming of Preserve trails as governed by the McDowell Sonoran 
Preserve trail naming procedure" was eliminated.  The change will enable individuals, families, 
or organizations to suggest names.  Letters and information supporting trail naming are always 
included as part of the documentation for each case.  
 
COMMISSIONER ENGLEHORN MOVED TO APPROVE THE UPDATED NAMING POLICY 
GUIDELINES AS RECOMMENDED.  COMMISSIONER MCKEIGHAN SECONDED THE 
MOTION, WHICH CARRIED BY A VOTE OF FIVE (5) TO ZERO (0).  CHAIRMAN HEITEL 
AND VICE CHAIR FROST WERE ABSENT. 
 
7. GRANITE MOUNTAIN ROCK CLIMBING PLAN (Discussion begins at 5:31; 

approximately 31 minutes into the meeting) 
 

 Recommend Approval of Updated Plan 
 
Mr. Hamilton reviewed the rock climbing plan, which includes guidelines, policies, and an 
implementation plan.  
 
Commission members were given an opportunity to make comments.  
 
Mr. Ekblaw noted that the area will be signed to show access routes.  Mr. Hamilton said that 
research shows that fixed anchors are essential for the rock climbing community, even in 
wilderness areas.  The City does not carry any liability for injuries caused by faulty fixed 
anchors.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding specific trails and climbing areas, maintenance, signage, and 
climbing clubs.  
 
COMMISSIONER ENGLEHORN MOVED TO APPROVE THE UPDATED GRANITE 
MOUNTAIN ROCK CLIMBING PLAN AS RECOMMENDED.  COMMISSIONER MILILLO 
SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH CARRIED BY A VOTE OF FIVE (5) TO ZERO (0).  
CHAIRMAN HEITEL AND VICE CHAIR FROST WERE ABSENT. 
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8. STAFF REPORTS  (Discussion begins at 6:02; approximately 1 hour and 1 minute into 
the meeting) 

 
 Land Acquisition  

 
Mr. Ekblaw said that the state staff and new commissioner are evaluating comments they have 
received.  He expects a resubmittal in August/September with public meetings in late fall, and 
the auctions could get pushed into early 2016.   
 

 Cultural Resource Master Plan 
 
Mr. Hamilton noted that a public meeting was held in June and a handful of comments were 
submitted online.  Staff is currently working on the second draft.  

 
 Preserve Day 2015 

 
Mr. Murphy noted that staff met with the McDowell Sonoran Conservancy on Wednesday, 
June 24th to discuss Preserve Day.  A link will be added to the hike presentation schedule on 
the City's webpage, a schedule of items will be identified in the Scottsdale weekly update 
highlighting significant programs and events leading up to Preserve Day, MSC educational 
videos will continue to be promoted, and photo and social media campaigns will continue.   
 
Preserve Day is scheduled for October 18th.  The Parks and Recreation brochure will include 
an outline of the day's activities and a sign will be posted the day of the event outlining the 
schedule.  
 

 Tonto National Forest and Jeep Tour Update 
 
Mr. Ekblaw noted that the Tonto National Forest has made their selections.  Of the four 
operators that were operating in Scottsdale, one already had permission to operate, one went 
out of business, one did not apply, and one was selected.  At this time Scottsdale has no 
operator requests pending.  Staff will provide updates as more information comes available.  
 

 Endowment Concept Direction from Council 
 
Mr. Ekblaw played a video of the City Council meeting so that Commissioners could see the 
exact comments made by Councilmembers.  He noted that staff will be working together with 
the City Treasurer's office and the City Attorney's office and staff to work through suggestions 
made by Council, including the possibility of paying down bonds early, cost of living increases, 
and the impact of a removal of the food tax.  He expects to agendize a presentation of financial 
perspective and options that are identified during the October meeting.  
 
9. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS  (Discussion begins at 6:30; approximately 1 hour and 

29 minutes into the meeting) 
 
Commissioner Milillo reminded staff that the Commission had a discussion approximately six 
months ago and was supportive of having varying meeting locations.  
 
10. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
Possible September agenda items include: 

 Ideas for Endowment Concept and Conditions Follow-up (As Needed) 
 Jeep Tours Follow-up (As Needed) 
 Police Request for Ordinance Update Related to Animals 
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 ERP 
 
Other future items: 
 Earmarking Funds from Commercial Outfitters 
 Drones 
 Dogs in Preserve 

 
Commissioner Dodd noted that the General Plan on page 107, 2.1 and 2.3 outlines good 
objectives for a promotion plan.  He requested that a discussion about those objectives be 
agendized for a future meeting.   
 
Mr. Ekblaw said that he would be sending emails out regarding the date options for the 
September meeting.  
 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 6:33 p.m.   

 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
A/V Tronics, Inc. DBA AVTranz.  

 


