
 
 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 

WEDNESDAY, January 6, 2015 
 

CHAPPARAL PARK 
5401 N. HAYDEN ROAD 
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85250 

 
 
PRESENT: Virginia Harris, Chair 
  Anne Wurth, Commissioner 
  Sherry Woodley, Commissioner 
  Todd Davis, Commissioner 

Chris Thuman, Commissioner 
  Michael Bouscher, Commissioner 

Ron Chambless, Commissioner 
 
STAFF: Reed Pryor, Parks and Recreation Director 
  Denise Clayton, Parks and Recreation Manager 
  Terry Erickson, Parks and Recreation Manager 

Phil Hershkowitz, Recreation Coordinator 
  Brett Jackson, Parks and Recreation Manager 
  Dan Miller, Recreation Leader III 
  Jody Pierce, Parks and Recreation Manager 
  Chris Walsh, Parks and Recreation Manager 
 
 
Call to order  
 
Chair Harris called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. 
 
Roll Call  
 
Members present as noted above.  
 
Public Comment 
 
There were no members of the public who wished to speak. 
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Moment of Silence  
 
Commission members observed a moment of silence.  
 
1. Approval of the Minutes  

a. Regular Meeting:  December 2, 2015 
 
COMMISSIONER THUMAN MOVED TO APPROVE THE DECEMBER 2, 2015 PARKS 
AND RECREATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING MINUTES.  
COMMISSIONER WOODLEY SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH CARRIED BY A 
UNANIMOUS VOTE OF SEVEN (7) TO ZERO (0).  
  
2. Election of Officers 
 
COMMISSIONER WOODLEY NOMINATED TODD DAVIS FOR THE POSITION OF 
CHAIRPERSON.   
 
THE NOMINATION FOR TODD DAVIS FAILED BY A VOTE OF TWO (2) TO 
FOUR (4).  VICE-CHAIR DAVIS ABSTAINED.  CHAIR HARRIS AND 
COMMISSIONERS WURTH, BOUSCHER, AND CHAMBLESS DISSENTED. 
 
VICE-CHAIR WOODLEY NOMINATED VIRGINIA HARRIS FOR THE POSITION OF 
CHAIRPERSON.  
 
VIRGINIA HARRIS WAS ELECTED CHAIRPERSON BY A VOTE OF FOUR (4) TO 
TWO (2).  CHAIR HARRIS ABSTAINED.  COMMISSIONERS WOODLEY AND 
THUMAN DISSENTED. 
 
COMMISSIONER CHAMBLESS NOMINATED TODD DAVIS FOR THE POSITION OF 
VICE CHAIRPERSON.  COMMISSIONER BOUSCHER SECONDED THE MOTION.   
 
TODD DAVIS WAS ELECTED VICE CHAIRPERSON BY A VOTE OF SIX (6) TO 
ZERO (0).  VICE-CHAIR DAVIS ABSTAINED. 
 
3. Approval of Parks and Recreation Commission 2015 Annual Report 
 
Reed Pryor, Parks and Recreation Director, reviewed the 2015 Parks and Recreation 
Commission Annual Report.  
 
Chair Harris suggested that information about the contributions the Commission made 
towards bringing pickleball to the Community be included in the report.  
 
Mr. Pryor noted that the topic of future work projects will be part of the Director's report 
and items can be added to the 2015 Annual Report as necessary.  
 
COMMISSIONER THUMAN MOVED TO ACCEPT THE PARKS AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION 2015 ANNUAL REPORT WITH THE ADDITION OF INFORMATION ON 
PICKLEBALL.  COMMISSIONER CHAMBLESS SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH 
CARRIED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE OF SEVEN (7) TO ZERO (0). 
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4. Parks and Recreation Sponsorship 
 
Terry Erickson, Parks and Recreation Manager, and Dan Miller, Recreation Leader III, 
reviewed the City of Scottsdale sponsorship guidelines.  
 
Ms. Erickson said that the City is working on revising the administrative regulation on 
sponsorship and naming rights and that document is expected to be approved by the 
end of FY 2015/2016.  Administrative Regulation 155 referencing solicitation and 
acceptance of risk and sponsorship of City functions was approved in 2009. 
 
Ms. Erickson reviewed the Sponsorship Administrative Regulation (AR) mandating that 
solicitation must be approved by department management and reviewed by an 
interdepartmental committee. The AR requires that the City safeguard City assets and 
any sponsorship that results in benefit to the City in the naming of event facilities, when it 
is consistent with citywide policies.  Sponsorship should be consistent with the City's 
character, values, and service priorities and should retain the authority of the City.  Any 
sponsorship greater than $20,000 must have City Council approval.  
 
Mr. Miller noted that the City will not have sponsorships with businesses regulated by 
enforcement agencies such as religious or political organizations, tobacco or alcohol 
commercial enterprises, or businesses that have past or present business agreements 
with the City of Scottsdale.  
 
Ms. Erickson reviewed parameters and proposed amendments to the AR, which 
includes changing the time limit for sponsors who have worked with the City in the past 
to 12 month instead of ever.  
 
Mr. Miller noted that gifts and solicitations are considered sponsorships.  The City should 
ensure that sponsorships are unconditional benefit to the City and the City does not 
provide any type of publicity or promotion to the company. 
 
Commission members were given an opportunity to ask questions and make comments.  
Discussion ensued regarding limits on product promotion during events; facility naming 
rights and whether a naming rights program would be possible and ways in which the 
Parks and Recreation Department could benefit; examples of sponsorship opportunities 
that are ongoing at the Senior Centers; the difference between a partnership and a 
sponsorship; and the Commission supporting staff in their efforts.  
 
5. Overview of Manager Responsibilities 
 
Reed Pryor, Parks and Recreation Director asked that each Parks and Recreation 
manager present an overview of their individual areas and staff they oversee following 
the restructuring of the department.  He noted that Bill Murphy is a vital part of the Parks 
and Recreation Department and acts as the contract coordinator. 
 
Jody Pierce, Parks and Recreation Manager, reviewed his responsibilities in the Parks 
Maintenance Department, which includes 41 City parks, school parks, and facilities 
throughout the City, eight direct report staff, and 42 who report under them.  He 
explained that Maintenance Tec II's are a higher level worker than Maintenance Worker 
IIIs. 
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Brett Jackson, Parks and Recreation Manager, reviewed his responsibilities in irrigation 
systems, the downtown district, Civic Center Mall, McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park, 
emergency response, emergency safety and the Emergency Operations Center, capital 
improvement projects, and park agreements.  He explained that the figure of $8 million 
for 27 projects is citywide and is approved by Council as part of the City's budget 
process.  
 
Chris Walsh, Parks and Recreation Manager, reviewed his responsibilities with 
Scottsdale Stadium operations and professional baseball;  Scottsdale Sports Complex 
maintenance and contract administration; golf courses at Silverado and Coronado, his 
role working with the Bureau of Reclamation, and as Parks and Recreation liaison with 
the Fleet Department.  
 
Denise Clayton, Parks and Recreation Manager, reviewed her responsibilities with 
Chaparral Park including the off-leash area, ball fields, the urban fishing program, the 
Indian School Park Tennis Center, Scottsdale Ranch Park tennis Center, Club SAR 
Fitness Center, adult sports leagues, Youth Sports field allocation, and contract 
administration with SUSD, PVUSD, and Arizona Fish and Game.  
 
Terry Erickson, Parks and Recreation Manager, reviewed her responsibilities with 
special events, Handlebar Helper, aquatics, maintenance of fountains and aquatics 
features, contract administration for Boys and Girls Club and aquatic sponsored teams.    
She noted that the Master Plan called for reorganization of the Department by function. 
 
In the absence of Parks and Recreation Manager Kira Peters, Ms. Erickson reviewed 
her responsibilities in Community Centers and Accreditation.  
 
Liz Hildenbrand, Parks and Recreation Manager, reviewed her responsibilities as liaison 
for the McDowell Sonoran Preserve Commission; and her responsibilities in leisure 
education, facilities booking, trails, and in natural resources which includes the McDowell 
Sonoran Preserve and Pinnacle Peak Park.  She mentioned that the City's reservation 
system will be converted to ActiveNet starting in February.  
 
6. Commissioner Report 
 
Commissioner Davis said that he went to holiday lights and to the holiday tree lighting in 
Civic Center.  He felt that Civic Center and in the areas of Old Town near Civic Center 
would benefit from more elaborate holiday decorations.  He has been using Chaparral 
Park for personal activities on a regular basis.  
 
Commissioner Thuman announced the birth of his first child two weeks ago.  
 
Chair Harris attended the staff lunch, which included a presentation by the new 
Emergency Manager, who spoke about how to react to an emergency both in the public 
and private setting.  She enjoyed a recent visit to McCormick-Stillman Park on member 
night.   
 
Chair Harris noted that the rates and fees committee has completed the final packet to 
be forwarded to Council for approval. She has met with Reed Pryor to discuss 
Commission initiatives and the idea of the Commission supporting staff initiatives.  Five 
issues were identified:  Sponsorships, establishing a foundation to support Parks and 
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Recreation, developing stronger community partnerships, more regular financial updates 
so that the Commission can be more involved in the budget process, and marketing.  
She suggested that the Commission needs to set priorities and asked for thoughts. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding prioritization and adding the topic of creative programming 
to the list.  It was the consensus of the Commission to plan one of the February 
meetings as a study session to discuss initiatives.  
 
7. Director's Report of Current Events 
 
Reed Pryor, Parks and Recreation Director, noted that the Mountain View After School 
Program families donated items for 30 gifts for the Adopt-a-Family program.   
 
McCormick-Stillman Park Holiday Lights ended with $2,400 more in revenue than last 
year.  
 
Mr. Pryor thanked those who participated in development of the Vision Statement 
including Commissioner Davis.  Development of a vision statement is part of the 
accreditation process.  The proposed vision statement is "Scottsdale Parks and 
Recreation, where everyone wants to play." 
 
Chaparral Park has 200 teams registered for adult sports this season.  Mr. Pryor noted 
that adult sports teams account for approximately $90,000 in revenue per year. 
 
Civic Center Mall and the Civic Center Library recently had flowerpots replaced 
throughout the area. 
 
McDowell Mountain Ranch exercise rooms 1 and 2 recently had the floors refinished.  
 
Mr. Pryor shared photographs from a recent Eagle Scout project and of Ms. Peters' 
daughter enjoying Tom's Thumb Trailhead.  
 
Paws in the Park is scheduled for January 30th from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the 
Chaparral off-leash area.  
 
Mr. Pryor announced that the Library is putting together a strategic planning committee 
and is looking for volunteers to participate.   
 
8. Public Comment 
 
There were no members of the public who wished to speak. 
 
9.  Adjournment 
 
With no further business to discuss, and no need for an executive session, the regular 
meeting adjourned at 6:57 p.m.    
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
A/V Tronics, Inc. DBA AVTranz 
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