
  APPROVED 4/20/2016 (TAC) 
 

 

SUMMARIZED MEETING MINUTES 
City of Scottsdale 

Environmental Quality Advisory Board 
Regular Meeting 

5:30 p.m., Wednesday, March 16, 2016 
Scottsdale Community Design Studio 

7506 E Indian School Rd., Scottsdale, AZ 85251 
 
 

PRESENT: Alisa McMahon, Chair  
Steven Schlosser, Vice-Chair  

    Bruce Travers, Board Member 
Dane Englert, Board Member 
Arnold Siegel, Board Member 
 

ABSENT:   Michel Hulst, Board Member  
Candice Gimbel, Board Member  

  
STAFF PRESENT:  Tim Conner, Office of Environmental Initiatives 
    Anthony Floyd, Office of Environmental Initiatives 
    Sam Brown, Office of Environmental Initiatives 
     
Call to Order: 
Chair McMahon called the regular meeting of the Environmental Quality Advisory Board 
(EQAB) to order at 5:32 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: 
A formal roll call took place confirming the members present as stated above.  
 
Public Comment: 
Comment card submitted by Lance Kaufman, 20450 N 83rd Pl, Scottsdale, AZ 85255.  Mr. 
Kaufman spoke to neighborhood smoke nuisance generated by outdoor wood burning by one 
of his neighbors and the Grayhawk Clubhouse.  His concerns were also health related, 
especially because the smoke enters the interior of his home. 
 

1. Approval of Summarized Meeting Minutes – Regular 
Meeting: February 17, 2016. Possible action 
 
MOTION AND VOTE – ITEM # 1 
Board Member Travers provided a motion to approve the 
February 17, 2016 Regular Meeting Summarized Meeting 
Minutes as submitted, Vice-Chair Schlosser provided a second 
to the motion; MOTION APPROVED 5-0 

 

Chair McMahon, 
& Board 
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2. Administrative Report – Discussion 
• Updates and opportunities – Conner 

Mr. Conner provided information regarding the schedule for 
submittals for the Scottsdale Update brochure that is being 
placed in the water bills.  He also provided an article from 
ADEQ Cracking the AQ Code – All About Fog 

• Updated posting requirements and impacts on 
EQAB work program progress – Conner 
Mr. Conner provided the deadlines required to meet the 
City Clerk’s new Administrative Guidelines for 
submittals. 

• Discussion regarding future Solid Waste presentation – 
Conner 
Mr. Conner announced that Solid Waste had agreed to 
attend the April EQAB meeting to make a presentation 
on the topics submitted by the board. 

• Salinity Reduction Rebate Pilot Program update – Conner 
Mr. Conner provided the latest results of the rebate program 
and the intention of Scottsdale Water to discontinue all forms of 
the program with the exception of total removal rebates by the 
end of April 2016. 

• Green Building Lecture update – Floyd 
Mr. Floyd stated that the last lecture was unfortunately not well 
attended, and announced that “Cool Roofs” would be the topic 
of the April Lecture. 

 

Tim Conner, 
Anthony Floyd, 
& Board 
Members 

 
3. Environmental Achievement Recognition Program:  Update 

of City Council presentation to Hyatt Regency Gainey 
Ranch – Discussion and possible action 
Chair McMahon announced that the presentation date for the 
City Council award presentation had been moved to May 3, 
2016 to accommodate agenda deadlines.  She also announced 
that the actual award was being fabricated by a local artist. 
No action taken. Item to return to a future agenda. 

 

 
Chair McMahon, 
Board Members 
Schlosser & 
Gimbel 

 

 
4. Idle Reduction Resource Packet: Update overview of progress 

for the resource packet for idle reduction during student 
pickup and drop off at Scottsdale schools and the Board’s 
Cover Memo to City Council. Discuss status of anti-idling 
efforts at SUSD and next steps for EQAB. – Discussion and 
possible action 
Chair McMahon stated that the introduction to the resource packet 
was still under development.  She also asked Mr. Conner to check 
with the Mayor’s Chief of Staff about the proper protocol for 

 
Board Member 
Gimbel & Chair 
McMahon 
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distribution of the packets to the school districts. 
 
Vice-Chair Schlosser stated that he looked forward to delivering 
packets in person to several schools in his local neighborhood. 
 
Chair McMahon stated that she would like to see EQAB follow up 
with the Scottsdale Unified School District STEAM School, Navajo 
Elementary, whose principal has expressed interest.  She also 
would like EQAB to consider sponsoring a contest and/or using the 
Environmental Achievement Recognition Award to challenge local 
schools to find and implement solutions. 
 
No action taken.  Item to return to a future agenda. 
  

5. White Paper for alternative water softener technologies: 
Update overview of progress for the final draft white paper 
“Scottsdale Unsalted”: A Review of Alternative Salt-Free Water 
Treatment Technologies for Effective Salinity Management and 
the Board’s Cover Memo to City Council – Discussion and 
possible action 
Board Member Englert introduced the edits that he had made to 
Vice-Chair Schlosser’s revised version of the document.  He 
suggested that the Board recommend to Council that time clock 
scheduled regeneration ion exchange units be banned. 
 
Chair McMahon stated she was working on edits to Englert’s 
revised version.  She suggested that once the editing and cover 
memo to Council had been completed, the document could be 
reviewed by Chris Hassert of Scottsdale Water.   
 
Chair McMahon shared 2014 House Bill 2117.  It was brought 
forward in the 2014 legislative session to enhance water softener 
salinity performance standards, including prohibiting time clock 
regeneration.  The bill passed in the House, but failed in the Senate.  
It has not been reintroduced. 
 
The board discussed the options of bringing forward the 
recommendation to eliminate time clock regeneration ion exchange 
softeners.  Chair McMahon stated she also wanted to include the 
salinity performance standards.  She noted that the performance 
standards in 2014 HB 2117 and in Scottsdale Water’s rebate 
program option 1 (high-efficiency upgrade) are the same. 
 
Mr. Conner suggested the board include a recommendation in the 
memo and/or the report body that suggested the Council might ask 

Board Members 
Schlosser, Hulst 
& Englert 
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Scottsdale Water to follow up with strategies to achieve these goals.  
He went on to state the reasons why outright bans on softeners that 
do not achieve these standards is very difficult to enforce by an 
individual city.  The region needs some type of a standard adopted 
at a level such as the County or State.  The installation of water 
softeners is not now regulated by the City.  One option might be to 
require a building permit and inspection, but at this time that is not a 
priority.  Mr. Conner went on to say that the reason Scottsdale 
Water attempted the rebate program is that it is a positive 
reinforcement measure rather than a regulatory one. 
 
Chair McMahon asked if Vice-Chair Schlosser and Board Member 
Englert had considered including some or all of the six bulleted 
recommendations made in the draft report authored by past Board 
Member Marsh.  The board favored the recommendations that were 
a “call to action” and found that only a few of the recommendations 
met that criterion. 
 
Vice-Chair Schlosser asked if it would be possible to partner with 
the Hyatt Regency to explore commercial scale softening and 
conditioning systems. 
 
Chair McMahon suggested that there was still work to be done 
before sending this to Council. 
 
No action taken.  Item to return to a future agenda. 

  
6. 2016 EQAB work program:  Board discussion and possible 

action regarding the development of the 2016 EQAB work 
program topics list – Discussion and possible action 
The Board reviewed the draft 2016 work plan.   
 
Board Member Travers stated that he did not recall volunteering to 
develop relationships with the Mayor and Council.  Chair McMahon 
said that she was willing to work on this.  Board Member Englert 
also volunteered to help with this action item. 
 
Board Member Schlosser stated that he felt the next water quality 
item that might be brought forward would be the problem with 
pharmaceuticals that remain in our treated waste water.  Board 
Member Siegel suggested that the Board might look into various 
take-back programs with retail pharmacies such as Walgreens and 
CVS.  Board Member Englert suggested that generally collection 
of residual pharmaceuticals is overseen by law enforcement 
agencies due to the regulation of these substances.  Mr. Brown 

Chair McMahon 
& Board 
Members 
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confirmed that the Scottsdale PD has held pharmaceutical take-
back collection events in the past. 
 
The Chair suggested that the water quality question could be 
addressed by Scottsdale Water when they provide their next 
update presentation to EQAB.  Chair McMahon requested that 
board members be thinking about what they would like to work on 
after current projects are completed. 
 
No action taken.  Item to be reviewed, updated, and 
reassessed as needed in the future. 
  

7. Drought Management Plan Advisory: Discussion regarding 
possible revisions to the November 18, 2016 Board approved 
Advisory for the City’s Drought Management plan. – 
Discussion and possible action 
The Chair stated that she was still working on the possible revision 
of this document and will attempt to bring it back to the next 
meeting. 
 
No action taken.  Item to return to a future agenda. 

 

Chair McMahon 

 
8. Presentation “Scottsdale Green Building Trends” and green 

building and solar permits summaries for 2015 – Discussion 
 

Anthony Floyd 

 
9. Board Members’ reports, updates and suggestions for future 

agenda items – Discussion 
• Solid Waste Department Presentation 4/2016 
• Future Scottsdale Water Presentation 
• Discussion on wood smoke complaints  

Chair McMahon 
& Board 
Members  

 
10. Updates and reminders – 

• Next EQAB Regular Meeting Wednesday, April 20, 2016 at the 
Community Design Studio 5:30 p.m. – Documents related to this 
meeting will be due to Tim Conner – tconner@scottsdaleaz.gov 
by the close of business Monday April 11, 2016 

• Next Green Building Lecture – April 7, 2016 at 7:00 PM at the 
Granite Reef Sr. Center. Topic: Beyond Reflectivity:  The Future 
of Energy Efficient Roofing. 

• Other Board Member and staff event announcements  

Chair McMahon 
& Board 
Members  
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Adjournment: With no further business to discuss, the Environmental 
Quality Advisory Board adjourned at 7:27 p.m. 

Chair McMahon 

Attachment: 
 
Scottsdale Water’s Salinity Reduction Rebate Pilot Program 
Option 1 - High-efficiency Water Softener Upgrade 

Approved applicants will receive a one-time $50 rebate for replacing an existing time-clock-
based, self-regenerating, salt-using water softener with a more efficient demand-based water 
softener. It should be noted that this option is subject to very specific requirements of both 
existing and replacement water softener models. 

• Replacement water softener must be demand-initiated and not time clock-based self-
regeneration. Manufacturers vary in language when describing their products. Refer to the 
packaging or the manufacturer’s website for efficiency information.  

• If you elect to use a self-regenerating salt-using water softener, we recommend choosing a 
unit that is salt-efficient with at least 4,000 grains of hardness removed for each pound of salt 
used and with no more than 5 gallons of regeneration water used per 1,000 grains of hardness 
removed. 

• Replacement water softener can be from any retailer (including online). Make sure the 
receipt is dated and lists the type of water softener purchased. Original receipts from major 
home improvement stores with stock-keeping units (SKU) or universal product codes (UPC) 
are acceptable for proof of purchase. 

• Upgrade option requires appropriate proof of purchase but does not require an inspection.  


