
 

 Attachment #A 
 

Development Review Board Criteria  
(Scottsdale Zoning Ordinance Sec. 1.904) 
 
In considering any application for development review approval, the Development 
Review Board shall be guided by the following criteria:  
 
A. The Board shall examine the application to insure that all provisions of this 

ordinance and all other ordinances, master plans, General Plans and standards of 
the City of Scottsdale shall be complied with where applicable. 

B. The proposed development shall not have any detrimental effect upon the general 
health, welfare, safety and convenience of persons residing or working in the 
neighborhood; or shall not be detrimental or injurious to the neighborhood. 

C. The proposed development shall promote a desirable relationship of structures to 
one another, to open spaces and topography both on the site and in the surrounding 
neighborhood. 

D. The height, area, setbacks and overall mass, as well as parts of any structure 
(buildings, walls, signs, lighting, etc.) and landscaping shall be appropriate to the 
development, the neighborhood and the community. 

E. Ingress, egress, internal traffic circulation, off-street parking facilities, loading and 
service areas and pedestrian ways shall be so designed as to promote safety and 
convenience. 

F. The architectural character of the proposed structure shall be in harmony with, and 
compatible to, those structures in the neighboring environment, and the architectural 
character adopted for any given area, avoiding excessive variety or monotonous 
repetition. 

G. All mechanical equipment, appurtenances and utilities, and their associated 
screening shall be integral to the building design. 

H. The architectural character of a development shall take cognizance of the unique 
climatological and other environmental factors of this region and promote an 
indigenous architectural feeling. 

I. Within the environmentally sensitive land (ESL) district, the site planning, 
landscaping, and all buildings and structures, except single family detached homes, 
shall be designed and reviewed in accordance with the recommendations and 
guidelines in the environmentally sensitive lands ordinance, Section 6.1010.  

J. Within the H-P district, special cognizance shall be taken of any unique or 
characteristic architectural features, including, but not limited to, building height, 
size, shape, color, texture, setback or architectural detail. 

K. Within the downtown district, building designs shall reflect the urban character and 
pedestrian orientation of the area. 

L. Within the downtown district, building designs shall reflect traditional or southwestern 
design vernaculars, break the overall massing into smaller elements, express small 
scale detailing, and recess fenestrations. 

M. Within the downtown district, the Board shall review projects for conformance with 
specific design guidelines embodied in administrative regulations, as authorized by 
the Zoning Administrator. 


