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SUMMARIZED MINUTES
CITY OF SCOTTSDALE
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
STUDY SESSION
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2013
CITY HALL - KIVA CONFERENCE ROOM
3939 DRINKWATER BOULEVARD
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA 85251

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Gruver called the study session of the Scottsdale Transportation Commission to order at
5:21 p.m.
ROLL CALL
PRESENT:

Terry Gruver, Chair
Steven Olmsted, Vice Chair
Gary Bretz, Commissioner
Paul Holley, Commissioner
Paul Ward, Commissioner
Matthew Wright, Commissioner

ABSENT:

Robert Stickles, Commissioner

STAFF:

Paul Basha, Transportation Director
Susan Conklu, Senior Transportation Planner
Ross Cromarty, Project Coordinator Liaison – Advance Planning
Erin Perrault, Principal Planner – Advance Planning
Rose Arballo, Transportation Commission Coordinator

1.

REVIEW OF TONIGHT'S REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
•

Arizona Canal Multiuse Path Project

Paul Basha, Transportation Director, said the Arizona Canal project has generated excitement
as well as some opposition. Petitioners may ask City Council to hear the design plans in
advance. Opponents feel that any hard surface treatment on either side of the canal would
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change its character. Mr. Basha anticipated that the public might submit comments during the
regular meeting suggesting that the proposed path be placed on the east side.
Commissioner Bretz suggested that the multiuse path adhere to the canal rather than divert
onto blacktop at one end, as the blacktop is in bad shape. This option could also avoid having
to spend money on a bridge. A wide, gently sloping service road connects to the multi-use
path in Indian Bend Wash. Mr. Basha explained that the cracked blacktop would be
completely removed and replaced with the same concrete recommended for the path.
Commissioner Holley queried whether the action item is to approve the path in general or just
the details of the final design. Mr. Basha explained that staff expects a recommendation on
whether the path should follow the west or the east side, as well as on the pavement material.
Susan Conklu noted that the Trails Subcommittee wants the Commission to include the
Jackrabbit Bridge in their motion. Mr. Basha noted that some residents feel the Jackrabbit
Bridge would be unnecessary if the path were placed on the west bank of the canal.
Chair Gruver noted that the action implies a request to continue project planning to final
design. She felt the Commission should discuss the design elements during the regular
meeting as well. She inquired whether the Commission would have a further chance to
recommend approval in the future. Mr. Basha responded that staff will only bring it to the
Commission again as an information item before it goes to City Council. Chair Gruver
requested that staff provide an overview of the design review process. She also requested
that staff provide a report on the disposition of the public comments received during the
October 29 meeting, in addition to the number of comments received.
•

General Plan Public Meeting Update

Mr. Basha said the Commission will receive a 20-minute presentation on the transportation
aspects of the General Plan. Erin Perrault's presentation will focus primarily on the public
workshop related to transportation and the Citizen Task Force. Once a draft of the
transportation element is available, the Commission will have an opportunity to provide
additional feedback.
Commissioner Bretz inquired whether there has been any indication why the public rejected
the last General Plan. Ms. Perrault explained that after defeat in the special election, City
Council had staff arrange for a public town hall to craft a new vision statement for the General
Plan. Transportation, neighborhoods, land use, and character of community were the aspects
that generated the most public interest. Some of the opponents of the last plan are
participating in the process this time.
•

Hospitality Trolley

Mr. Basha said Transportation staff has been working closely with Economic Development
and the Scottsdale Convention and Visitors Bureau (SCVB) to implement changes in the
Hospitality Trolley. The program will use new vehicles this year. The Tourism Development
Commission has provided their input, and Chair Kathleen Glenn will attend the regular
meeting to address this issue.

Transportation Commission - Study Session
November 21, 2013
Page 3 of 4

2.

TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT REORGANIZATION

Mr. Basha said staff will explain the reorganization of the Transportation Department during
the regular meeting. The reorganization was prompted by two openings that emerged
because of a promotion and a retirement. Trails and Transit have been consolidated into one
group managed by Madeline Clemann. Phil Kercher's former position was supervisorial, but
the new position will be for an entry level traffic engineer. A Principal Transit Planner will
examine and conceive transit operations from a network and overall system perspective. That
position probably won't be filled until February or March of next year after Human Resources
has completed their class and compensation study. One position has been changed from
Senior Transportation Planner to Transit Operations Specialist to better reflect the nature of
that job.

3.

COUNCIL AUDIT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

Mr. Basha reported that City Council unanimously authorized the continuance of the
Transportation Commission. Linda Whitehead was reappointed to the Trails Subcommittee.
One vacancy remains open, and staff hopes to receive applications prior to the January
Council meeting. On December 6, the Trails Subcommittee will discuss their report to City
Council. The Transportation Commission will have an opportunity to review it on
December 19, prior to the Audit Committee's January meeting. Staff is recommending that a
fifth member be appointed by the Parks and Recreation Commission; however, if a nonmember of the Parks and Recreation Commission is considered, that person must be
appointed by the City Council. The Subcommittee considered adding a third Council appointed member, but ultimately decided against it. Commissioner Bretz requested
summary reports on the Subcommittee's activities.

4.

REVIEW OF SUPPLEMENTAL AGENDA PACKET INFORMATION
•

Geographic Residences of Downtown Scottsdale Employees

Mr. Basha briefly reviewed data on the distance Downtown Scottsdale employees travel to get
to work. Similar information is also available on Airpark employees.
•

Scottsdale Demographics of People More than 65 Years of Age

This information was gathered to explore the viability of neighborhood trolley service to Via
Linda Senior Center. Mr. Basha thought the Commission might find this information
interesting.
•

Network Screening Methodology for Intersections

These data pertaining to ranking of intersections by collision experience throughout
metropolitan Phoenix came from the Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) in
response to a citizen request.
Commissioner Bretz requested information on East Valley Dial-a-Ride at a subsequent
meeting.
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ADJOURNMENT
With no further business to discuss, Chair Gruver adjourned the study session at 6:00 p.m.

SUBMITTED BY:
A/V Tronics, Inc. DBA AVTranz.
*Note: These are summary action meeting minutes only.

