APPROVED 12/18/2013 (TAC)

SUMMARIZED MEETING MINUTES
City of Scottsdale
Environmental Quality Advisory Board
Regular Meeting
Agenda
5:30 p.m., Wednesday, November 20, 2013
Scottsdale Community Design Studio
7506 E Indian School Rd., Scottsdale, AZ 85251
PRESENT:

Floyd Marsh, Chair
Bill Sheaffer, Vice-Chair
Kevin Edwards, Board Member
Larry Person, Board Member
Alisa McMahon, Board Member
Stephan Herman, Board Member
Candice Gimbel, Board Member (Arrived at 5:40 and left the
meeting at 6:45, but continued the meeting telephonically)

STAFF PRESENT:

Tim Conner, Office of Environmental Initiatives
Sam Brown, Office of Environmental Initiatives

Call to Order:

Chair Floyd Marsh called the regular meeting of the Environmental Quality Advisory
Board (EQAB) to order at 5:35 p.m.
Roll Call:
A formal roll call took place confirming the members present as stated above
Public Comment:

None – No public present

1. Approval of Minutes -- Regular Meeting: October 16, 2013. Chair Marsh
Possible action
After corrections were made through discussion for item #4 Chair’s
Report regarding the Navajo Generating Station presentation attended
by the chair, a motion to approve Summarized Meeting Minutes for
October 16, 2013 Regular Meeting was made by Board Member
Hermann and a second was provided by Vice-Chair Sheaffer;
MOTION APPROVED 7 - 0

Environmental Quality Advisory Board
APPROVED 12/18/2013 (TAC)
Summarized Meeting Minutes – Regular Meeting
Wednesday, November 20, 2013
Page 2 of 5

2. Administrative Report –Discussion
• Recent and upcoming events of interest
• Mr. Conner asked the board if they would like to meet in
December. The general consensus was that the board will
meet at on the approved date of December 18, 2013.
• Mr. Conner announced to the group that the entire bond
election failed in the recent election.

Tim Conner,
Chair & Board

3. Chair’s Report –Discussion
Comments related to attendance at the November 4th General Plan
Task Force meeting are included in item number 6 below. The chair
also announced that he had been contacted by Madison Peck who
had expressed interest in volunteering to assist with the Green
Building Lecture Series. Madison planned to attend the December 5th
2013 lecture.

Chair Marsh

4. Update discussion regarding solar net metering issue being
presented to the Arizona Corporation Commission by APS and
input on the draft white paper being formulated by Board Member
Gimbel - Discussion
Board Member Gimbel handed out an update to her memo regarding
net metering. She had interviewed a staff member of the Arizona
Corporation Commission (ACC). It was her understanding from that
discussion that comments would be made on staff recommendations
to the commission and staff estimated that an open meeting might
take place in January of 2014. But the ACC accelerated the process
and made a ruling on November 8, 2013. In a 3-2 vote the ACC voted
in favor of a fee surcharge for new solar installations installed after
December 31, 2013. She also stated that an article in the Wall Street
Journal on November 19, 2013 had stated that the fee rate could have
been much higher.

Board Member
Gimbel, and the
Board

The charge will be effective until the next APS scheduled rate hearing
in which APS may petition the ACC for an additional or alternative fee.
That case will be in 2015. Board Member Gimbel stated that this case
was being watched nationally. Additionally Board Member Gimbel
reflected that APS has cut incentive rebates and now has added the
net metering fees. She stated that this has sent a rift through the solar
industry in the valley. She also stated that an article in the wall street
journal on November 19, 2013 had stated that the fee rate could have
been much higher.
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Vice-Chair Sheaffer asked Board Member Gimbel if she was able to
compare SRP’s rate with the APS rate and fee. She stated she had
not made that comparison.

5. Discussion regarding Board Members and staff attendance of the
workshop on “Communicating Sustainability”
Board Member Edwards provided an overview of the workshop on
communicating sustainability. Both Board Members provided a
positive report noting that several familiar faces from the Green
Building Lectures were in attendance.

Board Members
McMahon and
Edwards

6. Discussion and possible action regarding the General Plan Task
Force meetings held on November 4th and 10th, 2013
Chair Marsh provided the board with a copy of his speaking points.
He attempted to stress 3 points during his 3-minute public comment to
the Task Force. 1) He encouraged the Task Force to review and
reconsider the work that had been done in the 2011 draft of the
Environmental, Conservation and Water Resource elements. 2) He
introduced the Task Force to EQAB’s role and interest in offering the
Advisory Board’s insight for these topics. And 3) He invited the Task
Force Staff to brief the Board and receive additional input from EQAB.

Chair Marsh and
Board Member
McMahon

Board Member McMahon also added that there seemed to be a lot of
misinformation discussed by the Task Force. Chair Marsh went on to
provide a summary of the discussion that included the following:
• Need to be aware of and consider conflicting values when
looking at broad policy issues
• Economic sustainability should underpin everything (e.g.
recycling, alternative paving surfaces, alternative fuels, heat
island effects reduction, etc.)
• In context of GP, what does climate change really mean and
how should it be addressed.
• More aggressive water conservation
• Water harvesting
• More responsive drought plan requirements
• Define goals for water supply
• Intended to review draft of these three elements at November
18th meeting
• Planning staff briefing to EQAB scheduled for December 18,
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7. Board members’ reports, updates and suggestions for future
monthly agenda items. Possible discussion
• General Plan Task Force staff presentation regarding
status of the Environmental Planning, Conservation, and
Energy Elements tentatively planned for the December
18, 2013 EQAB meeting.
Chair Marsh asked the Board how they wanted to respond to the
General Plan elements.
Board Member Person pointed out some parts of the
Environmental Planning element that were not accurate related to
air pollution prevention. He went on to suggest that the Board go
through the documents and look towards items that may be
omitted or need to be corrected. He also suggested that the
board look at the topics and consider if they will be the relevant
ones for the next 10 years. Board member Person expressed
that he didn’t feel that an adequate visioning process took place
and does not believe the public holds ownership to the outcome
from earlier this year.
Chair Marsh suggested that the Board control how much time is
spent on the presentation and how much time is allocated to
dialogue. He suggested that each member go through the
documents and each member should review them from their
individual strengths and focuses. He suggested that Board
members make bulleted lists of their comments and then send
them to Mr. Conner who could then distribute them to the Board.
Vice-Chair Sheaffer suggested that the board present themselves
as a resource to the General Plan Staff. He and Board Member
McMahon reported that the Land Use workshop seemed to be
carried out well and the people were being heard. Board
Member McMahon expressed disappointment that there was not
going to be an Environmental Element workshop.
•
•

Review of draft annual report
Chair Marsh suggested that the annual report draft be pushed
to the January 2014 meeting.
Progress report on recognition of Solid Waste

All Board
Members
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•

operations.
Vice-Chair Sheaffer provided an overview of the information
provided by the Solid Waste Department. He said that the
next steps involved drafting a one page summary for review of
the Solid Waste Director and Public Works Executive
Director’s review.
Report on Green Building Lecture Series recent lecture
and planned future lecture with a call for volunteer
assistance.
Board Member Edwards reported that last month’s lecture
was on 2030 Districts. Cities with established 2030 Districts
include: Seattle, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Los Angeles and
Denver. Through unique public/private partnerships, property
owners and managers come together with local governments,
businesses, and community stakeholders to provide a
business model for urban sustainability through collaboration,
leveraged financing, and shared resources. Together, they
are developing and implementing creative strategies, best
practices, and verification methods for measuring progress
towards a common goal. There were about 25 attendees.
The next lecture is scheduled to discuss smart technology for
buildings involving lighting, lighting controls and energy
monitoring dashboards.
Board Member Edwards also noted that a second review of
the Residential Green Building Check list had been
completed.

8. Updates and reminders –
• Next EQAB Regular Meeting scheduled for Wednesday,
December 18, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. at the Scottsdale
Community Design Center located at 7506 E Indian School
Rd.
• Next Green Building Lecture scheduled for Thursday
December 5, 2013 at the Granite Reef Sr. Center

Adjournment: With no further business to discuss, the Environmental Quality

Advisory Board adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Chair and
Board Members

