APPROVED BY THE TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ON NOVEMBER 21, 2013

SUMMARIZED MINUTES
CITY OF SCOTTSDALE
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2013
CITY HALL – KIVA
3939 N. DRINKWATER BOULEVARD
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85251

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Gruver called the Regular Meeting of the Scottsdale Transportation Commission
to order at 6:02 p.m.
ROLL CALL
PRESENT:

Gary Bretz, Commissioner
Terry Gruver, Chair
Paul Holley, Commissioner
Robert Stickles, Commissioner
Paul Ward, Commissioner
Matthew Wright, Commissioner

ABSENT:

Steven Olmsted, Vice Chair

STAFF:

Rose Arballo, Transportation Commission Coordinator
Paul Basha, Transportation Director
Susan Conklu, Senior Transportation Planner
Greg Davies, Senior Transportation Planner

2.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
•
•

Study Session of the Transportation Commission – September 19, 2013
Regular Meeting of the Transportation Commission – September 19, 2013
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COMMISSIONER STICKLES MOVED TO APPROVE THE STUDY SESSION AND
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 19, 2013 AS PRESENTED.
COMMISSIONER HOLLEY SECONDED. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
SIX (6) TO ZERO (0).

3.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Dave MacDonald, Scottsdale resident, commented that he receives the MAG (Maricopa
Association of Governments) Transportation Safety Committee meeting agendas and
minutes. He referred to an article published by MAG that talked about the amount of
highway safety dollars that were given to the state and percentage dedicated to
Maricopa County. Over the last 10 years, MAG statistics show 47-53% all road deaths
and 66-71% all road injuries in Arizona. The MAG region receives 6% of highway
safety improvement funds and feels the region should receive a higher share. Also, 500
intersections with a large amount of safety problems were identified in the state. A
network screening methodology for these intersections was developed. Mr. MacDonald
provided staff with a copy of the MAG article and suggested it be shared with the
Commission.
4.

BOND PROGRAM

The purpose of this item is to provide another opportunity for the Commission and
citizens to understand the transportation question included in the bond election on
November 5th.
Mr. Basha reviewed the four election questions on the ballot:
1. Parks, Library and Community Facilities totaling $50.4M.
2. Public Safety totaling $43.7M.
3. Neighborhood Flood Control totaling $19M
4. Transportation, Streets, and Trails totaling $99M.
It was noted that one of the parks projects included in question 1 is Vista del Camino,
which includes some improvements to the multiuse path in the vicinity of Vista del
Camino.
Focusing on question 4, Mr. Basha reviewed in detail 10 of the 14 projects included in
the Transportation, Streets, and Trails category. The costs of the 14 individual projects
range from $1.5M to over $15M and include a diversity of types, primarily trails and
street improvements. There are no transit improvements in any of the specific projects.
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More detailed information on the Bond Program and the list of Transportation, Streets,
and Trails projects and their description can be found on the City’s website at
www.scottsdaleaz.gov. Paper bulletins in English and Spanish are also available. City
staff may also be contacted at 480-312-7650.
No public comment was received.
Chair Gruver welcomed questions from Commissioners; however, reminded the
Commission that in their role as Commissioners, questions on this item cannot assume
position of advocacy or opposition.
Mr. Basha addressed questions from Commissioner Wright with regards to impacts on
transportation infrastructure should the bond fail or be approved and if alternate sources
have been looked at for any impacted projects. In addition, Mr. Basha addressed
Commissioner Wright’s request for a brief update on the Thomas Road Streetscape
project as part of the last bond in 2000.

5.

BIKE COUNT PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Ms. Conklu gave an update on the Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG)
Regional Bicycles Count project that started earlier this year. The purpose of this
project is to establish a regional framework for future bicycle counting efforts and
provide accurate information on modes of travel.
A review of the project schedule, count location siting criteria, and count locations and
technology used was provided. The following was highlighted in Ms. Conklu’s
presentation:
•

•
•

This project is funded by MAG who has also hired Sherry Ryan of Chen and
Ryan as the consultant for this project. Sub-consultants for this project include
Jim Coffman of Coffman Studio and Jim Townsend of Wilson & Company.
At this time, the project is on Task 4 which will start the collection of bike
counting data. The City of Scottsdale will have seven count sites.
The count location siting criteria established considered the (1) presence of
existing bike facilities; (2) representative sample of locations in relation to
population density, employment density, and median household income; (3)
equitable distribution of count sites by local jurisdiction based on population; and
(4) review and input from local agency staff.
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•

•
•

There are two types of counts being performed; manual counts and automated
counts. Three automated count locations will be at 68th Street/Oak; and Indian
School Road east of Scottsdale Road; and Indian Bend Wash north of
McCormick Parkway. Four manual count locations will be at Miller/McDowell
Roads; Indian Bend Wash at Indian School Road; Pima Path at Indian Bend; and
the path under the Loop 101.
Automated counts provide 24-hour data, but only count two directions of travel.
Manual counts include every direction of travel.

Next steps in this program are:
• Installation of automated equipment;
• Complete manual counting;
• Analysis of all data counts will be completed in March 2014;
• Scottsdale will begin adding additional count locations and equipment as a
separate project. This would be funded through the City’s Bikeways account or
included in the project budget for new bikeways construction.
Chair Gruver opened the floor for public comment.
Dave MacDonald, Scottsdale resident, commented that this appears to be a favorable
method used to compare modeling between pedestrian and bike data.
Ms. Conklu addressed questions from the Commission relative to determining the best
methodology used to have an ongoing comprehensive bike count program; types of
existing bike count programs used in Arizona or other countries; and how the data
collected from the regional bike count program could be applied to the City’s current
overall count program.

6.

TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS/PROGRAMS UPDATE

Mr. Basha noted the following:
•

Hospitality Trolley: In the last month, the Transportation Department,
Economic Development Department, and Convention Visitors Bureau have been
working on determining a new trolley route for the Hospitality Trolley. Ridership
last season was low due to reliability. The route that extended from the
Scottsdale/Thomas Roads intersection to the Scottsdale Princess Resort was
advertised as a 30-minute route; it was actually a 40 minute drive causing the
trolleys to rarely be on time. This route has been reduced in which the southern
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•
•

•

terminus will be Scottsdale Fashion Square and the northern terminus will be the
Scottsdale Princess Resort. The route will only stay on Scottsdale Road this
season. To expedite travel last season, the trolley only stopped at selected
stops; the trolley will now stop at every bus stop on Scottsdale Road, which could
help increase ridership. The new trolleys are much more fuel efficient and can
run for longer periods of time. The Hospitality Trolley will run from 11:00 a.m. to
10:20 p.m. providing longer trip availability. In addition, a special event trolley will
continue for the San Francisco Giants Spring Training games, WestWorld
events, and Golf Tournament. A name change from the Hospitality Trolley to the
Scottsdale Day Tripper has been made.
Hayden/Northsight Roundabout: Construction is progressing and should be
complete by the end of February rather than March.
Raintree Drive Design Concept Report: This is progressing well. It is
anticipated that staff will tentatively present a conclusion on this study at the
January Commission meeting.
Arizona Canal Multiuse Path Project: Staff is in the final stages of preparing a
recommendation that will be presented at a public meeting later this month. This
item will also be discussed at the Trails Sub-Committee meeting on November
5th, then a recommendation taken to the Commission for action in November.

In following up to Mr. MacDonald’s public comment (reference agenda item #3), Mr.
Basha indicated that MAG has been investigating safety and City staff is familiar with
the statistics. City staff and MAG meet regularly to discuss this ongoing process. In
addition, Mr. Basha has been appointed to the Arizona Highway Safety Program
Committee that examines safety on all Arizona vehicle facilities. It is also required to
develop individual projects for funding requests and grant provisions. Due to the high
fatality rate typically in outlying areas and rural highways, this is a topic of discussion
with the Arizona Highway Safety Program.

7.

PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment was received.

8.
None.

COMMISSION IDENTIFICATION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
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9.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to discuss, Chair Gruver adjourned the Regular meeting at
7:07 p.m.

SUBMITTED BY:
Rose Arballo
Transportation Coordinator
*NOTE: These are summary action meeting minutes only. A complete copy of the audio/video
recording is available at http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/boards/Transp.asp

