Approved by the Transportation Commission on August 15, 2013

SUMMARIZED MINUTES
CITY OF SCOTTSDALE
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, JULY 18, 2013
CITY HALL – KIVA
3939 N. DRINKWATER BOULEVARD
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85251

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Gruver called the Regular Meeting of the Scottsdale Transportation Commission
to order at 6:05 p.m.
ROLL CALL
PRESENT:

Gary Bretz, Commissioner
Terry Gruver, Chair
Paul Holley, Commissioner
Steven Olmsted, Vice Chair
Robert Stickles, Commissioner
Paul Ward, Commissioner
Matthew Wright, Commissioner

STAFF:

Rose Arballo, Transportation Commission Coordinator
Paul Basha, Transportation Director
Susan Conklu, Senior Transportation Planner
Greg Davies, Senior Transportation Planner
Reed Kempton, Principal Transportation Planner
Phillip Kercher, Traffic Engineering and Operations Manager
Adan Martinez, Intern
Bill Moloney, Police Photo Enforcement Manager
Todd Taylor, Senior Traffic Engineer
Holly Walter, Public Information Officer
George Williams, Senior Traffic Engineer

OTHER:

Jennifer Bixby, AECOM
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2.

INTRODUCTION OF TRANSPORTATION COMMISSIONER MATTHEW

Commissioners and staff welcomed new Transportation Commissioner Matthew Wright.

3.

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR

COMMISSIONER STICKLES MOVED TO ELECT COMMISSIONER OLMSTED AS
VICE CHAIR OF THE TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION. COMMISSIONER
HOLLEY SECONDED. THE VOTE PASSED UNANIMOUSLY SEVEN (7) TO ZERO
(0).

4.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
•
•

Study Session of the Transportation Commission – June 20, 2013
Regular Meeting of the Transportation Commission – June 20, 2013

COMMISSIONER HOLLEY MOVED TO APPROVE THE STUDY SESSION AND
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 20, 2013. COMMISSIONER STICKLES
SECONDED. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY SEVEN (7) TO ZERO (0).

5.

PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment was received.

6.

RAINTREE EXTENSION/AIRPARK CIRCULATION

Due to potential conflict of interest, Chair Gruver recused herself from discussion at
6:09 p.m.
Mr. Williams and Ms. Jennifer Bixby of AECOM presented an update on the Raintree
Extension project that will provide a continuous connection from the Raintree Drive and
SR101 interchange over to Scottsdale Road at Thunderbird.
Mr. Williams provided background information and reviewed the Raintree Extension
project goals listed below:
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•
•

•
•
•

Provide a simplified, continuous connection between the east side and west side
of the Airpark south of the runway.
Increase capacity of the major streets leading into and around the Airpark to
reduce congestion and provide for future redevelopment and associated traffic
increase.
Minimize impacts to existing businesses, taxiways, neighborhoods, and property
owners.
Conform to the City’s Complete Streets Policy by accommodating motor vehicles,
transit, bicycles, and pedestrians within the corridor.
Provide a cost effective solution that does not exceed available funding.

Mr. Williams pointed out that the Northsight Extension project is currently underway.
Phase 1 on the north end is about complete and the signal has been turned on.
Ms. Bixby added that AECOM was hired to move forward in developing a Design
Concept Report. Initial findings of this report, as well as discussion on the consultant’s
recommendation of a three-lane section for segment 2 of the Raintree extension were
discussed. A detailed review of existing and future traffic volume data and estimated
planning level impacts of the three-lane option and the five-lane option was also
provided. It was also noted that a three-lane section would cost approximately $4.7M
versus $6.3M to construct a five-lane section at Redfield and 76th Place to Hayden and
Raintree. In addition, the current design addresses all of the project goals listed above.
Vice Chair Olmsted opened the floor for discussion.
Commissioner Bretz believes that segment 2 should be five lanes rather than three
lanes. Mr. Williams and Ms. Bixby responded that segment 2 is the only segment that
has a parallel street. Redfield Road also provides three lanes from 76th Place to Hayden
Road. Mr. Williams also explained that the three-lane section would accommodate
20,000 vehicles-per-day. Mr. Basha further explained that three-lane section would
accommodate an additional approximately 6,000 employees in the Airpark area.
Commissioner Holley was cautiously optimistic of the cost implications for construction
and potential need to obtain additional right of way for future improvements along this
corridor
In response to Vice Chair Olmsted’s inquiry related to stakeholder input received for this
project, staff indicated that business owners and stakeholders support the lesser
disruptive option of the three-lane concept for segment 2.
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VICE CHAIR OLMSTED MOVED THAT STAFF MOVE FORWQRD WITH THE
PREFERRED ALTERNATIVES AS DEVELOPED IN THE DESIGN CONCEPT
REPORT WHICH INCLUDES THE THREE-LANE CONCEPT IN SEGMENT 2 AND
THE FIVE- LANE CONCEPT IN SEGMENTS 1, 3, AND 4. COMMISSIONER BRETZ
SECONDED. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY SIX (6) TO ZERO (0).
Chair Gruver returned to join the Regular meeting at 6:39 p.m.

7.

PHOTO ENFORCEMENT

Mr. Moloney, Photo Enforcement Program Manager, gave an overview on upcoming
changes to the City’s Photo Enforcement Program as a result of the new five-year
contract with American Traffic Solutions that was approved by Council on December 4,
2012.
A review of traffic collision data collected by the Arizona Department of Transportation
(ADOT) and review of how the current and new technology in Scottsdale operates was
also provided.
It was highlighted that new three dimensional radar tracking equipment will be used at
all new fixed sites to measure speed and red light runners. An advantage to the use of
this new technology is that there will no longer be the need to cut loops into the roadway
which will save on roadway construction costs. In addition to the new 3D radar tracking
system, the contract will provide two Portable School Towers that will be used and
rotated among the 31 school locations in Scottsdale. Along with the photo enforcement
vans currently being used in school zones, the two new Portable School Towers will be
deployed at specific school zones or in other areas where the size of the photo radar
vans make it difficult to operate. Mr. Moloney noted that one of the benefits of the
Photo Enforcement Program is that the program generates revenue from the City’s
portion of fines paid by red light and speed violators. These fines cover the costs to run
the program.
Staff addressed questions from the Commission concerning prevention of potential
vandalism to new equipment; estimated cost savings to the City from no longer having
to cut loops into the roadway; the effectiveness of speed feedback signs; and the design
specifications American Traffic Systems has to follow relative to the City’s character.
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8.

BICYCLE FACILITIES ALTERNATIVES

Ms. Conklu reviewed bicycle facilities used by the City of Scottsdale that include bicycle
lanes, bicycle routes, paved shoulders, paved paths, and unpaved trails. An overview
was also provided of various bicycle facilities including sharrows (shared lane makings),
green bike lanes, bike boxes, bicycle boulevards, buffered bike lanes, and cycle tracks.
Staff continues to evaluate the various facilities used by other bicycle friendly
communities.
Chair Gruver opened the floor for public comment.
Scott McPherson, Scottsdale resident, asked what is being done to educate drivers of
the different types of bicycle facilities being used throughout Scottsdale.
Staff addressed Mr. McPherson’s inquiry and mentioned that efforts are made thru
directional signage.

9.

WAYFINDING SIGNAGE UPDATE

Mr. Martinez provided an update on plans to begin installing Wayfinding Signage along
the City’s shared use path system to help people find destinations from all travel modes.
A review of key factors, staff tasks and research completed in developing a successful
program was also provided. It was noted that five different signs (directional, path,
network, mile markers, and path rules) were developed for the program. .
Mr. Martinez commented that 204 locations of interest for installing wayfinding signage
were identified. To observe the effectiveness of this program, staff chose to install
wayfinding signage at three test sites. These locations were southbound Indian Bend
Wash at 2nd Street; eastbound 2nd Street; and northbound Indian Bend Wash at 2nd
Street. The estimated cost for producing and installing wayfinding signage along the
Indian Bend Wash Path between McKellips and Shea is $50 per sign, totaling $42,000.
Staff addressed Commission concerns/inquiries on the need of signage possibly being
a little larger, specifically at the test site on 2nd Street and the process used to determine
the type of signage placed in specific areas.
Commissioner Wright inquired about the possibility of providing bike or path maps along
the entire path network.
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Commissioner Holley supports this program and suggests that wayfinding signage be
extended north to the other branches of the pathway system.

10.

BICYCLE SIGNAL DETECTION

Mr. Davies gave an overview of the City’s future Bicycle Signal Detection Program. A
review of current and developing technology, and how each device operates was
presented. Some advantages and disadvantages for each technology was explained.
To initiate this program, video detection cameras will be placed at two test locations; (1)
Oak Street at Scottsdale Road; and (2) Miller Road at McDowell Road. Staff will
continue research efforts on bicycle signal detection technologies.
Staff addressed questions relative to the high cost of video technology; damage of
equipment due to bad weather; and operation of sensors on the roadway when
detecting vehicles and motorcycles versus bicyclists.
Should this bicycle signal detection program be an area of interest, Commissioner
Olmsted recommended that the necessary dollars be allotted for this program in the
next review of the capital improvement program budget.

11.

TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS/PROGRAMS UPDATE

Staff noted the following:
•
•
•
•

The bicycle path along the Arizona Canal between 60 Street and Goldwater
Boulevard is complete and ready for use.
The Scottsdale/Thunderbird Park-and-Ride facility is near completion. A grand
opening is tentatively scheduled for mid-October.
Rectangular flashing beacons have been installed at 64th Street/Osborn and at
Highland/west of Scottsdale Road
The Shea Boulevard: 142nd Street to Eagle Mountain Parkway project with the
Town of Fountain Hills will be moving forward pending approval from ADOT and
further funding discussions with the Town of Fountain Hills. The project currently
has $273,000 of Congestion Managment and Air Quality (CMAQ) funding
allocated to it for fiscal year 2015.
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12.

PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment was received.

13.

COMMISSION IDENTIFICATION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Chair Gruver suggested an update on the progression of the Shea Boulevard Project.
In addition agenda items 7, 8, 9, and 10 were recommended to be returning update
items.
Since the Transportation Master Plan Update is currently on hold, Vice Chair Olmsted
suggested revisiting the Complete Streets Policy for Scottsdale.

14.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to discuss, Chair Gruver adjourned the Regular meeting at
8:15 p.m.

SUBMITTED BY:
Rose Arballo
Transportation Coordinator
*NOTE: These are summary action meeting minutes only. A complete copy of the audio/video
recording is available at http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/boards/Transp.asp

