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SUMMARIZED MINUTES
CITY OF SCOTTSDALE
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2013
CITY HALL – KIVA
3939 N. DRINKWATER BOULEVARD
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85251

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Gruver called the Regular Meeting of the Scottsdale Transportation
Commission to order at 6:02 p.m.
ROLL CALL
PRESENT:

Gary Bretz, Commissioner
Terry Gruver, Chair
Paul Holley, Commissioner
Donald Maxwell, Vice Chair
Steven Olmsted, Commissioner
Robert Stickles, Commissioner
Paul Ward, Commissioner

STAFF:

Rose Arballo, Transportation Commission Coordinator
Greg Davies, Senior Transportation Planner
Reed Kempton, Principal Transportation Planner
Phillip Kercher, Interim Traffic Engineering & Ops Manager
Adan Martinez, Transportation Intern
Steve Ramsey, Senior ITS Engineer
Holly Walter, Public Information Officer
George Williams, Senior Traffic Engineer

OTHER:

Jennifer Bixby, AECOM Consulting
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2.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
•
•

Study Session of the Transportation Commission – March 21, 2013
Regular Meeting of the Transportation Commission – March 21, 2013

Although no edits were made to the meeting minutes of the Study Session and
Regular meeting of March 21, 2013, Chair Gruver suggested that staff use the same
format as done in the past, which includes the use of bullet points to describe the
reasoning of any action taken by the Commission.
COMMISSIONER HOLLEY MOVED TO APPROVE THE STUDY SESSION AND
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF MARCH 21, 2013. COMMISSIONER BRETZ
SECONDED. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY SEVEN (7) TO ZERO (0).

3.

PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment was received.

4.

RAINTREE UPDATE

DUE TO A POTENTIAL CONFLICT OF INTEREST ON THIS ITEM, CHAIR
GRUVER RECUSED HERSELF FROM THE MEETING AT 6:05 P.M.
Mr. Williams gave an overview on the history of the Raintree Drive Extension project.
The following was highlighted:
•

In 2008, the Transportation Master Plan was approved by City Council and as
part of that plan approval, there was a Raintree Extension concept tied to the
plan.

•

In 2010, the Transportation Department studied a number of different
alignments for the Raintree Extension.

•

In 2011, the Transportation Commission voted to support the orange
alignment option as the preferred alignment.

•

In 2012, AECOM was hired to develop a Design Concept Report.
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Ms. Jennifer Bixby of AECOM presented preliminary findings of the Design Concept
Report for the chosen alignment of the Raintree Extension. The following was
highlighted:
•

Based on differing existing conditions within the corridor route, the corridor
was split into four segments for alternatives development and analysis.

•

The analysis process used in evaluating existing traffic volumes and level of
service in conjunction with future traffic volumes used to develop a preferred
alternative for the corridor was reviewed.

•

The preferred alternative for the corridor and the general concept for the
entire corridor (for segments 1, 3 and 4) is a five-lane cross-section that
includes two travel lanes in each direction with a center two-way left turn lane
or raised median. Major intersections will be controlled by roundabouts. The
entire corridor will also carry bike lanes, sidewalks and landscaped buffers.

•

The segment between Redfield and 76th Place and Hayden and Raintree is
recommended to carry a three-lane section.

•

Segment 2 from 76th Place to Hayden is recommended to be a three-lane
section with bike lanes and sidewalks. It is proposed that this three-lane
section will have travel lanes 11 feet wide compared to travel lanes 10 feet
wide to accommodate large vehicles.

•

An evaluation on future traffic volumes for Segment 2 was done for a threelane roadway versus a five-lane roadway. In terms of implications to three
lanes versus five lanes, constructing a two-lane roadway would utilize 65%
capacity versus constructing a five-lane roadway in this segment which would
utilize one-third capacity. Focus on the cost benefit was also considered
when evaluating the three lanes versus five lanes. The cost for construction
of a three-lane section is estimated at $4.7M versus $6.3M for five lanes. It
was noted that construction cost does not include right-of-way impacts.

•

Since roundabouts instead of traffic signals are being recommended at major
intersections to improve travel time thru the corridor, a quick overview of the
benefits of roundabouts was presented.

•

Options for the Raintree Traffic Interchange with the Loop 101 are also being
evaluated. These include (1) maintaining a single point urban interchange
and/or lane changes; (2) roundabouts at both interchange intersections and
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87th Street; and (3) look at diamond interchanges that put two signalized
intersections at each of the ramp intersections.
In summary, AECOM and Transportation staff are recommending the preferred
design for Raintree as two lanes in each direction, except between the half-mile
segment of Hayden and 76th Place where the future projected volumes do not
warrant the cost or impacts. The existing corridor, or Redfield from 76th Street to
Hayden, is also available, and between the two will provide more capacity for this
area than the other segments of Raintree which are the limiting factor for the overall
corridor.
Vice Chair Maxwell opened the floor for public comment.
Dave MacDonald, Scottsdale resident, expressed his support of roundabouts and
questioned the concept of having five lanes, reducing down to three lanes, and then
increasing again back to five. In preparing for the future, Mr. MacDonald suggests
that right-of-way should be acquired now should five lanes need to be constructed at
a later date.
Extensive discussion was held between staff and the Commission. Questions and
concerns were addressed by staff with regards to the construction of roundabouts
versus traffic signals at major intersections; concept of building three lanes versus
five lanes; traffic volumes along this corridor and the Loop 101 interchanges; and
analysis and evaluation done thru the City’s travel demand model versus AECOM’s
study.
Commissioner Holley commented that the objective of this project appears to be on
improving capacity and reducing travel time across the south end of the airport;
therefore, he believes that in order to meet the objective, the congestion issue on the
Loop 101 needs to be solved.
Consensus of the Commission is that staff come back with further information on this
item.
CHAIR GRUVER RETURNED TO THE MEETING AT 6:45 P.M.
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5.

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORTATION AND LAND USE INTEGRATION
STUDY

Ms. Eileen Yazzie of MAG gave a detailed presentation on the ongoing MAG
Sustainable Transportation and Land Use Integration Study. It was noted that the
uniqueness of this study is to take a different approach of what has been looked at
and studied in the past. This study focuses on land use and connectivity to promote
and increase productivity in the transportation system with recommendations for
creating compact walkable places throughout the region.
Ms. Yazzie indicated that the study showed 44 high capacity transit corridors which
could happen from a transit perspective. This could be light rail technology, street
car, bus rapid transit, or commuter rail. Since 44 high capacity transit corridors were
identified, there are no land uses that are compatible with transit ridership in the
region, so this could open up opportunity to be more productive to focus on what is
sustainable transportation in the region and what makes sense.
A detailed review of the study components, key findings of scenario modeling
exercises, and strategies and tools were presented. One key finding is that in our
region, there is not a large market to support high capacity transit everywhere. We
have a viable transportation option (compact walkable places) that allows people to
use their bikes and walk to different places. This matches what Scottsdale has
undertaken with its Complete Streets and current Transportation policies.
It was highlighted that MAG’s overarching recommendation is to provide a high
quality productive transit system supported by compact walkable and transit oriented
places.
This study has been the effort of 2 ½ years underway, which includes 8 stakeholder
meetings and twopublic/private partnerships with the Urban Land Institute, and has
left more conversations to be held. Further information on this study can be found at
www.bqaz.gov.
No public comment was received.
Questions from Commissioners were addressed relative to ensuring how land use
was changed based upon installation and use of light rail in Tempe, Mesa, and
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Phoenix; and identification of potential corridors that might be more viable for high
capacity transit.
Ms. Yazzie stressed that this study is a long range plan that looks at fine-tuning
investments. At the time it comes to implementing, it will be a joint effort with
stakeholders including MAG and RPTA. The overarching recommendation is to
provide a high quality, productive transit system supported by compact walkable and
transit oriented places.

6.

INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM (ITS) UPDATE

Mr. Ramsey provided an overview of current and future capabilities and projects of
the City’s Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS).
A few highlights on each of the following projects presented are noted below:
•

•

•

•

•

Zayo Fiber Optic Contract – This project will complete the final 65 miles of the
City’s fiber optic loops to areas near the northern border, which will allow
connection and reconnection to numerous traffic signals and other ITS
devices over to the City-owned fiber network. This project will culminate to a
15-year project.
Radio-High Bandwidth Data Communications - This project will complete “last
mile” data communications to various ITS devices not located or connected
directly to the fiber optic network.
Adaptive Traffic Signal Timing Control – This project is a combined effort of
several Valley Transportation Agencies (Phoenix, Glendale, Surprise, MAG,
MCDOT, and others) to make traffic signals along the Bell/Frank Lloyd Wright
corridor able to automatically adapt their timing parameters to dynamic
changes in traffic volumes.
Highway Advisory Radio – This project will alert and allow drivers throughout
Scottsdale to tune into an A.M. radio channel for up-to-date pertinent traffic
information. This project is funded in part by Federal grants and will
eventually supplant the current Dynamic Message System.
Loop 101 Incident Management – This project is a combined effort with DPS,
MAG, and ADOT to devise various detour strategies should there be an
unexpected closure on the Loop 101 forcing freeway traffic into Scottsdale.
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•

Traffic Management Center Physical Upgrade and Relocation – To keep up
with the demand of traffic changes and allow projects/technology to be
utilized to their fullest extent the Traffic Management Center will be relocated
to the North Corp Yard. The physical upgrade and relocation will also provide
more space that will enable housing additional equipment and staff in the
future.

No public comment was received.
The Commission supports the use and taking advantage of new technologies, and
encouraged staff to keep them apprised of any types of techniques needed to
improve transportation and/or traffic
In addressing Commissioner Olmsted’s concern on the Strategic Plan being
outdated, Mr. Kempton agreed that the current plan is somewhat outdated and will
be updated as the Transportation Master Plan Update process moves forward.

7.

TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS/PROGRAMS UPDATE

Mr. Kempton announced the following:
•

Staff will provide an update on the Arizona Canal Path project in June, which
will also allow opportunity for public comment. This project consists of a path
to potentially be built on the east side of the canal; however, due to a number
of public comment received at a recent public meeting suggesting that the
path be built on the west side, staff is planning to conduct additional public
involvement in the Fall. At that time, staff will review logistics on opportunities
and constraints identified on a path being built on either the east side or west
side. Following the public meeting(s) in the Fall, staff will seek the
Commission’s recommendation before this project moves forward to a
construction contract.

•

On May 7th, a petition was submitted and accepted by City Council requesting
information on the feasibility of high capacity transit and available options.
Staff will prepare a written response and copy the petitioner and
Transportation Commission.
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It was consensus of the Commission that they stand ready and willing to
assist the City Council in any research or information they might need as
some of the Commissioners have specific expertise that could be useful. Mr.
Kempton indicated that this will be noted on the report.

8.

IDENTIFICATION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

None.

9.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Dave MacDonald, Scottsdale resident, referred to a recent article featured in a MAG
(Maricopa Association of Governments) newsletter relative to a regional events
modeling study conducted by Cambridge Systematics. Some items analyzed in the
study were the population that attend specific events, income of individuals, ages,
where they came from, etc. It is encouraged that the Commission consider
agendizing a presentation on this topic since Scottsdale is known for holding various
events.

10.

ADJOURNMENT

Chair Gruver adjourned the Regular Meeting at 7:25 p.m.

SUBMITTED BY:
Rose Arballo
Transportation Coordinator
*NOTE: These are summary action meeting minutes only. A complete copy of the
audio/video recording is available at http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/boards/Transp.asp

