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SUMMARIZED MINUTES
CITY OF SCOTTSDALE
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2012
KIVA – CITY HALL
3939 N. DRINKWATER BOULEVARD
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85251

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Gruver called the Regular Meeting of the Scottsdale Transportation Commission
to order at 6:02 p.m.
ROLL CALL
PRESENT:

Terry Gruver, Chair
Gary Bretz, Commissioner
Donald Maxwell, Vice Chair
Steven Olmsted, Commissioner
Robert Stickles, Commissioner
Paul Ward, Commissioner

ABSENT:

Paul Holley, Commissioner

STAFF:

Rose Arballo, Transportation Commission Coordinator
Susan Conklu, Transportation Planner
Reed Kempton, Principal Transportation Planner
Dave Meinhart, Transportation Director

2.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
•
•

Study Session of the Transportation Commission – August 16, 2012
Regular Meeting of the Transportation Commission – August 16, 2012
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COMMISSIONER MAXWELL MOVED TO APPROVE THE STUDY SESSION AND
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF AUGUST 16, 2012 AS PRESENTED.
COMMISSIONER STICKLES SECONDED. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
SIX (6) TO ZERO (0).

3.

PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment was received.

4.

ELECTRIC VEHICLE PRESENTATION

In an effort to start discussion and seek input from the Commission on possible
recommendations for potential legislative initiatives that can be presented to City
Council, Mr. Stack, President of the Phoenix Electric Auto Association, provided
information on the technology and benefits associated with plug-in electric vehicles. A
review of the efficiencies and diverse energy sources for electric vehicles, along with a
review of the various types of electric vehicles was presented.
Chair Gruver opened the floor for public comment.
Dave MacDonald, Scottsdale resident, commented that discussions on electric vehicles
have come a long way since 2006. Due to an increase in mileage for electric vehicles
and likely reduction in gas tax revenues, he suggests that the City should consider
developing a Road User Fee Task Force similar to what the state of Oregon formed in
2002 to focus on supplementing the gas tax to pay for infrastructure. It was mentioned
that more information on the task force could be viewed at
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/OIPP/Pages/ruftf.aspx. Mr. MacDonald also
expressed interest in hearing from Discount Cab on their use of electric vehicles.
Staff addressed questions from the Commission regarding challenges with tracking the
usage and rates of electricity for electric vehicles, revenue generating opportunities, and
availability of current and/or new infrastructure for electric vehicles. Mr. Meinhart stated
that although large electric or hybrid vehicles, such as UPS trucks, are available,
Scottsdale has not gone to the level of looking at plug-in electric vehicles for providing
transit services; however, the new replacement trolleys will be a hybrid diesel powered
vehicle.
Chair Gruver commented this is an opportunity for the Commission to start thinking of
ideas, in addition to policy implications that could be recommended to City staff as the
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Commission works thru the Transportation Master Plan Update process and legislative
agenda.

5.

MOVING AHEAD FOR PROGRESS IN THE 21ST CENTURY (MAP 21)
OVERVIEW

Mr. Meinhart gave an overview of the transportation bill that was recently passed by
Congress for the next two fiscal years. This bill extends the dedicated federal
transportation taxes (primarily the gas sales tax) through 2016. Some objectives of this
bill are to reduce the number of separate funding programs that are in place, streamline
project delivery, and provide more flexibility for states in the form of formula grants that
can be partially shifted between programs, depending on needs.
Mr. Meinhart explained in detail some of the key changes and how funding from the
federal transit and highway programs could affect the City. Following are some items
that were highlighted:
• The Transportation Enhancements and Safe Routes to School Programs no
longer have separate pools of money. The amount of money that has been
allotted for these federal programs have been redcued by about one third.
• The FTA (Federal Transit Administration) has been given the authority to develop
a new public transportation safety program.
• The Jobs Access and Reverse Commute Program and New Freedoms Program,
which the City has used as funding sources, no longer have separate pools of
grant funding.
Mr. Meinhart referred the Commission to handouts in their packets which contained a
summary of highway provisions of the FHA (Federal Highway Administration) and a
summary of public transportation provisions of the FTA (Federal Transit Administration).
No public comment was received.
Commissioner Olmsted encouraged staff to continue efforts on researching new ways
to obtain revenues in the City.

6.

POTENTIAL LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVES

In follow-up to the Commission’s interest in providing input to the legislative initiative
process, this item provides the Commission the opportunity to assist with generating
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discussion to make possible recommendations to City Council, who will be preparing
their legislative agenda later this year.
Staff asked the Commission for input on the following concepts as identified by staff:
•
•
•
•
•

Amend State Statute to clarify bicyclist operation on sidewalks and crosswalks
Create statewide restrictions for texting while driving
Request the State to maintain funding for Transportation Alternatives at minimum
of 2% of Federal transportation funds received
Provide greater flexibility to use Federal transit funds on operations for existing
bus routes
Create alternative funding methods beyond the gas tax that match revenues with
priority needs, population growth, and inflation at the Federal/State level

As discussed in the Study Session, Commissioner Bretz suggested adding bullet #6 to
pursue the State’s restoration of LTAF I funding.
Commissioner Maxwell commented he would like to see Scottsdale revisit the issue of
texting while driving; not so much in enforcing the issue, but perhaps barring texting
while driving in the City.
No public comment was received.
COMMISSIONER OLMSTED MOVED TO SUPPORT THE LIST OF CITY
LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVES AS PRESENTED BY STAFF, INCLUDING BULLET #6
TO PURSUE LTAF1 FUNDING RESTORATION. COMMISSIONER BRETZ
SECONDED. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY SIX (6) TO ZERO( (0).

7.

TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN UPDATE

Mr. Kempton presented Draft 1 of the Pedestrian Element and Draft 2 of the Bicycle
Element. He explained that although Draft 2 of the Bicycle Element is being reviewed, it
is actually the first in the new format, which was presented to the Commission at their
August meeting. The Commission is in support of this new format that is easier to read
and follow, and eliminates the overlapping of elements. The Trails Subcommittee at
their September 18th meeting also indicated that the previous format was difficult to
read, due to an abundance of related documents in each section.
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Mr. Kempton briefly reviewed the sample format of the Goals and Policies and
Pedestrian Element. He also reviewed various maps of the Bicycle Element that
showed data on the number of bicycle crashes, existing bicycle facilities, level of
service, completed bicycle lane restripe projects, planned paths, and paths that were
completed between 2008-2012.
Chair Gruver reiterated that the Commission will continue their method of providing
comments that affect the intent of the policy during the public meeting and will provide
minor comments on wording changes by contacting staff direct via phone or email.
Commissioner Stickles shared feedback from the Trails Subcommittee meeting on
September 18th, in which the members agreed the consolidation of the guidelines and
policies of this document were difficult for readers to follow and that the term “nonmotorized vehicles” should be appropriately used throughout the document. With
regards to the maps in the Transportation Master Plan, it is suggested that more
interactive maps that provide more clear detail be made available on the City’s website.
In addition, it is important to focus on unique marketing or branding efforts for the
Bikeways Program so that tourists/visitors can understand the quality of our system.
No public comment was received.

8.

OTHER TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS/PROGRAMS

Mr. Meinhart indicated that staff met with representatives of DC Ranch to discuss the
community’s following concerns:
•

•

•

Status of potential construction of two bridges over Legacy Boulevard and
Thompson Peak Parkway. Staff encourages residents to provide input on the
Bond 2013 Program by attending the Bond Task Force meetings and taking
advantage of “Speak-Up Scottsdale,” the City’s new web-based public outreach
program.
Relative to the interim step for the Thompson Peak Parkway crossing of the
Reata Pass Wash, concern was expressed on the need of a bike lane westbound
at the section of the bridge when four lanes of travel decrease to two lanes of
travel. City staff are designing modifications to install a westbound bike lane on
the existing Thompson Peak Parkway bridge.
With regard to drivers speeding northbound on the corridor of 94th Street and Bell
Road, and drivers using this corridor as a way to exit from special events from
WestWorld, current speed observations show that 85 percentile of drivers travel
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•

9.

at approximately 8 miles per hour above the posted speed. Staff will continue to
monitor traffic. Staff will also coordinate with WestWorld to discourage use of 94th
Street during special events.
DC Ranch expressed interest in a pedestrian crossing on 91st Street near
Trailside View; however, current staff observations do not warrant any type of
control at this intersection. Staff will continue to monitor this location as more
development occurs in the area.

PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment was received.

10.

IDENTIFICATION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Commissioner Ward suggested a potential update on the following items:
•
•
•
•
•

101 Freeway/Princess Diverging Diamond Interchange
Improvements in the area of the hospital campus on Shea
Hidden Hills
Raintree Extension
City’s policy regarding political advertisements at city construction project sites

At a future meeting, Mr. Meinhart will provide brief updates on some of the suggested
topics as part of the “Other Transportation Projects/Programs” standing item. The
Freeway interchange item will be a standalone item in November and/or December.

11.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to discuss, Chair Gruver adjourned the Regular meeting at
7:59 p.m.
SUBMITTED BY:
Rose Arballo
Transportation Coordinator
*NOTE: These are summary action meeting minutes only. A complete copy of the audio/video
recording is available at http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/boards/Transp.asp

