APPROVED BY THE TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ON SEPTEMBER 20, 2012

SUMMARIZED MINUTES
CITY OF SCOTTSDALE
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, AUGUST 16, 2012
KIVA – CITY HALL
3939 N. DRINKWATER BOULEVARD
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85251

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Gruver called the Regular Meeting of the Scottsdale Transportation Commission
to order at 6:04 p.m.
ROLL CALL
PRESENT:

Terry Gruver, Chair
Gary Bretz, Commissioner
Donald Maxwell, Vice Chair
Steven Olmsted, Commissioner
Robert Stickles, Commissioner
Paul Ward, Commissioner

ABSENT:

Paul Holley, Commissioner

STAFF:

Rose Arballo, Transportation Commission Coordinator
John Kelley, Transportation Planner
Reed Kempton, Principal Transportation Planner
Dave Meinhart, Transportation Director
Todd Taylor, Senior Traffic Engineer
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2.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW TRANSPORTATION COMMISSIONER GARY
BRETZ

The Commission and staff welcomed new Transportation Commissioner Gary Bretz.
Commissioner Bretz commented his passion is to work with seniors and people with
disabilities to help improve their quality of life and quality of transportation.
3.

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR

COMMISSIONER STICKLES MOVED TO NOMINATE COMMISSIONER MAXWELL
AS VICE CHAIR. COMMISSIONER BRETZ SECONDED. THE MOTION CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY SIX (6) TO ZERO (0).

4.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
•
•

Study Session of the Transportation Commission – June 21, 2012
Regular Meeting of the Transportation Commission – June 21, 2012

COMMISSIONER STICKLES MOVED TO APPROVE THE STUDY SESSION AND
REGULAR MINUTES OF JUNE 21, 2012 AS PRESENTED. COMMISSIONER WARD
SECONDED. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY SIX (6) TO ZERO (0).

5.

PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment was received.

6.

FLASHING YELLOW LEFT TURN SIGNALS

Mr. Taylor gave an overview of the history and safety benefits associated with the
utilization of flashing yellow left turn signals in Scottsdale. He also described how each
of the different flashing yellow arrows (protected arrow for left turn, permitted/protected
arrow for left turn, and flashing yellow left turn arrows) function.
It was highlighted that in 2008, the Federal Highway Administration authorized
Scottsdale to install flashing yellow left turn signals at two of its intersections
(Raintree/Northsight and 68th Street/McDowell). Studies demonstrated that since the
installation of flashing yellow left turn signals at both intersections, a significant
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decrease in the number of collisions occurred within a 40-month period. To date, there
are 12 existing intersections in Scottsdale with flashing yellow left turn signals.
In addressing questions from the Commission, Mr. Taylor explained that the
approximate cost for retrofitting an intersection with a flashing yellow left turn signal in
one direction is about $20,000. The retrofitting of an intersection with a flashing yellow
left turn signal in all directions costs about $40,000. Collision analyses conducted have
shown that the accident reduction has been worth the investment. Mr. Taylor also
noted that other jurisdictions are starting to use flashing yellow left turn signals.
No public comment was received.

7.

PATH WAYFINDING SIGNAGE

Mr. Kempton provided information on plans to begin installing wayfinding signage along
the City’s shared use path system that will provide path users, including emergency
vehicles, with directions to mileage markers, connectivity to other paths, sites, and other
landmarks.
Mr. Kempton reviewed a map showing nearly 200 locations along the Indian Bend
Wash path between McKellips and Shea. The average cost per sign is $50, which will
total approximately $10,000 for installing signs in this corridor. Funding will be provided
from the Bikeways account. If positive feedback from path users is received after
installation, signage will be expanded over time to the remainder of the path system.
No public comment was received.

8.

TRANSIT VEHICLE ACQUISITION UPDATE

Mr. Meinhart and Mr. Kelley gave an update on the status of acquisition for the City’s
replacement of its 21 trolleys and buses as they reach the end of their service life. It
was explained that the vehicle replacement plan will consist of three phases within a
three-year process thru fiscal years 2012 and 2015. All phases will follow federal
guidelines in order to allow for grants that fund 83% of the vehicle cost to be utilized.
As part of phase one, City staff is working with RPTA to use six existing 40-foot buses
to run on the Route 76 Miller Road route until the first replacement vehicles are received
in 2103.
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As part of phase two, it is anticipated that new vehicles will be purchased through a
Florida cooperative government contract for the initial 14 new replacement vehicles to
arrive in late summer/fall 2013.
Phase three will consist of the seven replacement vehicles arriving in spring/summer
2015.
In addressing questions from the Commission, it was explained that:
• the new vehicles will be diesel hybrid and are low floor vehicles to accommodate
seniors and people with disabilities, and will speed loading;
• the current contractor is able to maintain the interim 40-foot buses;
• as part of the disposal process of the old El Dorado buses, the City will paint the
buses white and return them for public auction;
• since the City of Scottsdale provides service for the Miller Road route, there is no
additional cost for the use of the new interim 40-foot buses that will be wrapped
to look similar to the Scottsdale trolley;
• the City’s match in funding for new vehicles is provided as part of the .05 percent
County transportation sales tax known as Proposition 400.
Chair Gruver suggested that perhaps staff can take advantage of the new vehicles as a
focal point for new ways to market the trolley system.
No public comment was received.

9.

TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN UPDATE

Mr. Kempton reviewed the new simplified draft format for the Goals and Policies section
of the Transportation Master Plan along with a sample of the Pedestrian Element. He
asked the Commission for comments on the new format and asked for input on the
content of the document.
The Commission concurred that the format is simple to read and follow; therefore, staff
will continue drafting the rest of the policy elements in the same new format.
With regards to content of the document, the Commission suggested the following:
• Policy 3.10 should specify what is trying to be solved; do not specify the solution.
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• Policy 1.1 should clarify that roundabouts is not the perfect solution for improving
intersection safety and that other types of devices will be researched so that the
appropriate device is installed in such specific intersections.
• Policy 6.21 should indicate that a “consistent” wayfinding program for paths and
trails will be developed, etc.
• Policy 2.13 does not address safe and efficient pedestrian access as noted in
Policies 4.1 and 4.11. It is suggested that more specific language be added to
Policy 2.13 or consider cross-referencing such policies.
• Policy 2.13 should include “when appropriate” in reference to ensuring cross
access between commercial developments.
No public comment was received.

10.

OTHER TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS/PROGRAMS

Mr. Meinhart gave a brief update on the progress of the following three priority trails
construction projects in which Bond 2000 Trails Funding is now fully utilized:
•
•
•

11.

The Via Dona Trail is now complete and has been very well received by the
neighborhood.
The Doubletree Trail, which replaces an old access road that was on adjacent
tribal lands, is nearly complete.
The Mountain View/124th Street trail is now underway. Funding is currently
available for construction of the northern section and the southern section. City
staff is working on obtaining additional grant funding for the central section near
Shea Boulevard.

PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment was received.

12.

IDENTIFICATION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Commissioner Bretz suggested an update on the transition of the new service model for
the East Valley Dial-a-Ride Program. This could tentatively be agendized in September
or October.
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13.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to discuss, Chair Gruver adjourned the Regular meeting at
7:12 p.m.

SUBMITTED BY:

Rose Arballo
Transportation Coordinator

*NOTE: These are summary action meeting minutes only. A complete copy of the audio/video
recording is available at http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/boards/Transp.asp

