APPROVED BY THE TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ON AUGUST 16, 2012

SUMMARIZED MINUTES
CITY OF SCOTTSDALE
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 2012
ONE CIVIC CENTER
KIVA – CITY HALL
3939 N. DRINKWATER BOULEVARD
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85251

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Weiss called the Regular Meeting of the Scottsdale Transportation Commission to
order at 6:00 p.m.
ROLL CALL
PRESENT:

Josh Weiss, Chair
Terry Gruver, Vice Chair
Paul Holley, Commissioner
Steven Olmsted, Commissioner
Robert Stickles, Commissioner
Paul Ward, Commissioner

ABSENT:

Donald Maxwell, Commissioner

STAFF:

Dave Meinhart, Transportation Director
Rose Arballo, Transportation Commission Coordinator
Susan Conklu, Transportation Planner
Jennifer Horodyski, Traffic Engineering Analyst
Reed Kempton, Principal Transportation Planner
Phillip Kercher, Principal Traffic Engineer
George Williams, Senior Traffic Engineer

OTHERS PRESENT:

Scott Ritchie, President – Roundabout and Traffic
Engineering (RTE)
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2.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
•
•

Study Session of the Transportation Commission – May 17, 2012
Regular Meeting of the Transportation Commission – May 17, 2012

COMMISSIONER WARD MOVED TO APPROVE THE STUDY SESSION AND
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 17, 2012 AS AMENDED DURING THE
STUDY SESSION. COMMISSIONER HOLLEY SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY SIX (6) TO ZERO (0).

3.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Andy Andrews, DC Ranch HOA Executive Director, spoke on behalf of the DC Ranch
community and expressed resident concerns listed below:
• There is no bike lane in the bridge area on Thompson Peak Parkway.
• Due to fast moving vehicles on 94th Street making it difficult for pedestrians to
cross 91st Street, a crosswalk is recommended in the area behind the proposed
apartment complex on 91st Street.
• Due to the expansion of WestWorld, there is a sidewalk issue along 94th Street.
• Drivers going north from WestWorld travel high rates of speed; therefore, ask
that the City consider taking speed reduction measures.
• Recommend that a sidewalk or soft path on the south side of 94th Street to Bell
Road be constructed for pedestrians. DC Ranch residents could perhaps help
with funding.
VICE CHAIR GRUVER ASKED FOR AN INTERRUPTION IN THE AGENDA TO
EXPRESS APPRECIATION FOR CHAIR WEISS’ DEDICATION AND SIX YEARS OF
SERVICE ON THE TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION.

4.

REQUEST FOR MEDIAN BREAK ON 123RD STREET AND SHEA

In regards to a request for consideration by the Montacino at McDowell Mountain
Homeowners’ Association, Mr. Kercher presented background information on the Shea
Boulevard Policy and Expressway Policy used to limit access and improve traffic flow
and safety along the Shea corridor. He also reviewed zoning history and site access
limitations in the area.
Mr. Kercher indicated that staff has already made improvements in the affected area in
an effort to address resident concerns. These include the construction of a right turn
lane on Shea at 124th Street and lengthening of the eastbound left turn lane by
approximately 200 feet; installation of “Right Turn Must Yield to U-Turns” signs for
southbound 124th Street; and most recently installation of a flashing red arrow for the
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right-turn movement. In addition, Mr. Kercher pointed out that there is no collision
history for U-turn movements at this intersection for years 2000 to 2010.
Ms. Logan, neighborhood representative for the HOA, commented that U-turns are still
a safety concern and that southbound traffic does not stop even with signs posted in the
area. Due to the school nearby, Ms. Logan continues to observe many student drivers
that go thru that intersection and has experienced several near misses.
The HOA requests that the Commission consider an exception for a median opening at
123rd Street and Shea to avoid conflicts with turning issues, specifically right turns and
U-turns, at 124th Street. Staff estimates the cost for a partial median opening at
$40,000 to $50,000.
Discussion ensued between staff and the Commission regarding possible alternatives
(i.e., options for breaks in the median, no right on red restriction, no right on red
restrictions at specific times, etc.) that potentially could help control or solve resident
safety concerns. The Commission recommended that staff continue to research
alternatives to address the U-turn and right-turn concerns. The Commission also does
not support an exception to the Shea Policy to allow a median opening at this time. City
staff will follow up with the Commission on steps taken to try to address this issue.

•

Transportation Master Plan Update

As a result from last month’s review of the Vision, Values and Goals section, and the
Policy Element of the Transportation Master Plan, Mr. Kempton presented a revised
format combining the Goals, Objectives, and Policies Section with the Policy Element.
The proposed new format reflects multiple objectives, multiple policies, and multiple
evaluation measurements for each goal. Draft 2 of the Policy Element will be presented
for review at the next Commission meeting in August.
Ms. Conklu followed with an overview of the changes made to the various sections of
the Bicycle Element. This draft was revised to make it easier for people to use and find
information. Draft 2 of this Bicycle Element is tentatively scheduled to be reviewed at
the Transportation Commission meeting in September.
Chair Weiss opened the floor for public comment.
Mr. Dave MacDonald, who was unable to attend the meeting submitted comments to
staff and asked that they be shared with the Commissioners. Mr. MacDonald
expressed he is pleased with the format of the Goals, Objectives, Policies, and
Effectiveness Measures of the Transportation Master Plan. With regards to the Bicycle
Element, he suggested that the text “improve access from a neighborhood to retail
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facilities” should be added to line 674-675 and noted that no effectiveness measures
are shown for Goal 5.
The Commission provided the following comments and/or suggestions for the Bicycle
Element:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

It is suggested that additional maps be created to show future improvements for
on-street facilities and the off-street system, rather than just referencing the
existing on-street and off-street network. Referencing future improvements that
are anticipated within the next five years, rather than long term, is recommended
since changes to the path system could occur as other projects are constructed.
A link in the vicinity of McDowell Road between the Indian Bend Wash and
Papago Park in Tempe should be recognized.
Ensure that the definition for paths and the on-street system is differentiated.
The use of consistent signage should be referenced in the Bicycle Element.
Section 2.1 (League of American Bicyclists Bicycle Friendly Community
Designation) could be a candidate for deletion.
The Prioritization section (Section 3.4) needs to be clarified. It is unclear if the
Path Prioritization Criteria is supposed to replace the Prioritization Procedure.
The Peak to Pond and Beyond Path list talks about tier ranking whereas nothing
else makes mention of tier ranking. This needs to be clarified throughout the
section.
Perhaps the section that describes individual paths and events could be shown
on a matrix instead of text.

Staff will review the suggested edits.
•

Mustang Transit Center Improvements and Park-and-Ride

Mr. Williams provided background information on this project which was discussed with
the Transportation Commission in 2009 as part of the Scottsdale Healthcare-Shea
Campus expansion plans. Discussion about future traffic control needs on 90th Street
between Mountain View and Shea Boulevard resulted in a proposed traffic signal for the
main hospital entrance on 90th Street and a roundabout for the Mustang Library main
entrance and Fiesta Shopping Center driveway intersection on 90th Street. Due to
Commission concerns on the proximity of the two traffic control devices potentially
causing backups into the roundabout, the Commission directed staff to construct the
traffic signal first and then observe traffic conditions before installing the roundabout.
The Transit Center associated with the roadway improvements on 90th Street is at 30%
design. Because the transit facility is on 90th Street, the design includes significant
reconstruction of the existing curb lines; therefore, staff believes that the roundabout
should be included in the first phase of the project. Not including the roundabout in the
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initial design and utilizing the existing street conditions would create the need for a
major redesign and reconstruction of the new curbs if the roundabout were added in a a
later phase. Reconstruction would also cause greater disruption to the traveling public
and facilities.
As part of staffs’ educational and outreach efforts on roundabouts, Mr. Scott Ritchie
reviewed several examples of multi-lane modern roundabouts in various cities that have
proven to work with high capacity roadways and pedestrians. He reviewed a
roundabout in an intersection near a hospital in New Hampshire that has been working
well. Another roundabout with a signal in close proximity in Utah has also proven to be
effective.
Mr. Ritchie summarized that roundabouts provide the following benefits:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fewer accidents
Fewer injuries
Fewer fatalities
Fewer pedestrian and cyclist accidents
Less driver frustration with fewer lights
No red light running
Enhanced business access
Slower speeds with faster emergency response times
Reduced auto emissions
Reduced fuel consumption
Less maintenance costs
Community enhancement

Staff is proposing that the 90th Street roundabout be included in the Mustang Transit
Center design, but construction not be started until after the opening of the Hayden
Road and Northsight Boulevard roundabout, in order to gauge its effectiveness and
acceptance by the community.
Chair Weiss opened the floor for public comment.
Although Mr. Dave MacDonald was not able to attend the meeting, written comment
was submitted stating that he “supports the roundabout near the hospital at 90th
Street/Shea. Just do it and get it under construction.”
Staff addressed questions and concerns from the Commissioners regarding the
effectiveness of roundabouts, disruption of traffic and traffic flow during phasing of
construction, access points, and ADA accommodations for the disabled. In addition, it
was questioned if potential plans for future redevelopment in the area and the safety of
vehicles making U-turns were considered in the design of this project. Staff highlighted
that multiple roundabouts in a commercial area allow drivers to have access and
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provide flexibility to make safe turns. Regarding potential redevelopment in the area,
the current roundabout design can accommodate far more traffic than is currently
projected for this intersection and the design is flexible enough to accommodate future
redevelopment. In addition, it was explained that the delay interval between
construction for the Mustang Transit Center roundabout and roundabout at
Hayden/Northsight is flexible; however, staffs’ goal is to have a gap of approximately six
months for construction to allow time to measure success and allow drivers to get used
to the roundabout on Hayden/Northsight before improvements begin on 90th Street.
COMMISSIONER HOLLEY MOVED TO RECOMMEND THAT THE TWO PHASES OF
THIS PROJECT, WHICH INCLUDE THE INSTALLATION OF A SIGNAL AND
ROUNDABOUT ON 90TH STREET SOUTH OF SHEA, BE COMBINED INTO ONE
PHASE FOR CONSTRUCTION. VICE CHAIR GRUVER SECONDED. CHAIR WEISS
ABSTAINED. THE MOTION CARRIED WITH A VOTE OF FIVE (5) TO ONE (1).
Chair Weiss commented that he believes this project will bring benefits to the area as
far as access to the Fiesta Shopping Center, vehicles, and pedestrians. He is not
confident that the Hayden/Northsight roundabout should impact the timing of
construction of the roundabout on 90th Street and feels that both the Hayden/Northsight
and 90th Street improvements should be constructed at the same time.
•

Raintree Drive Extension Update

Vice Chair Gruver recused herself from discussion on this item due to a possible conflict
of interest.
Mr. Williams provided an update on staff activities regarding the Raintree Drive
Extension project that primarily includes the connection from the Loop 101/Raintree to
Scottsdale Road. In addition, Mr. Williams briefly reviewed the recommended
intersection improvements at Redfield/Raintree (76th Place); Hayden/Raintree, and
Northsight/Raintree that include four roundabouts as part of this project.
Mr. Williams noted that while most of the Airpark study effort over the last several
months has revolved around the design of the Northsight Extension, the Raintree
Extension is now ready to be taken to the next level of analysis and design through the
development of a Design Concept Report (DCR). Consultant submittals to hire an
engineering firm to create this report are due by July 16th. The next steps are to select
a consultant to start the DCR by Fall 2012 for completion by Summer 2013. Final
design of this project is anticipated to be complete by Summer 2014, with construction
to begin in 2014 or 2015.
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In addressing concerns from the Commission members regarding the blue alignment
option, the intent is to not re-evaluate the current alignment option, but allow flexibility to
look at anything that could have been missed. Mr. Meinhart commented that the focus
on this project is to improve thru traffic, economic development opportunities, and
access within the Airpark.
No public comment was received.

8.

OTHER TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS

Mr. Meinhart reported the following:
•

•

•

9.

At the request of the Commission for more information on the freeway noise wall
modification recently completed by ADOT, a followup report was provided to the
Commission prior to the meeting. It was noted that Public Art staff is the curator
for this project and should the Commission decide to further discuss the color of
the wall, discussion could be agendized for a future meeting as part of the 5-year
CIP Program process.
The Upper Camelback Wash project is moving forward. If approved by Council
on July 2nd or 3rd, the project will include the missing link to the City’s primary
path system that connects between Westworld and Tempe Town Lake.
An article recognizing the City’s Bike Program was featured in Sunset Magazine
recognizing Scottsdale as one of the “top ten burbs” in the west for cycling. In
addition, Scottsdale was ranked 15th in the nation for its outstanding bike system
in a city with over 95,000 in population by Bicycling magazine. Mr. Meinhart and
Mr. Kempton will be working with the Convention Visitors Bureau on further
marketing efforts for the City’s bicycle system.

PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment was received.
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10.

IDENTIFICATION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Regarding public comment, staff will follow up with Mr. Andrews’ concerns regarding DC
Ranch.

11.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to discuss, Chair Weiss adjourned the Regular Meeting at 8:30
p.m.

SUBMITTED BY:

Rose Arballo
Transportation Coordinator
*NOTE: These are summary action meeting minutes only. A complete copy of the audio/video
recording is available at http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/boards/Transp.asp

