Approved by the Trails Subcommittee on April 17, 2012

SUMMARIZED MINUTES
CITY OF SCOTTSDALE
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
TRAILS SUBCOMMITTEE
THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 2012
TRANSPORTATION LIBRARY
ONE CIVIC CENTER
7447 E. INDIAN SCHOOL RD., SUITE 205
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85251

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Weiss called the meeting of the Trails Subcommittee to order at 9:01 a.m.
ROLL CALL
PRESENT:

Josh Weiss, Chair
James Flynn, Member
Linda Whitehead, Member

ABSENT:

Terry Gruver, Commissioner

STAFF:

Rose Arballo, Trails Subcommittee Coordinator
Susan Conklu, Transportation Planner
Sarah Ferrara, Public Information Officer
Reed Kempton, Principal Transportation Planner
George Williams, Senior Traffic Engineer

OTHERS PRESENT:

Robert C. Stickles, Transportation Commissioner

2.

Approval of Meeting Minutes

For clarification of the motion regarding the temporary suspension of the easement at Hidden Hills, a
minor edit was made to the motion on the bottom of page 3 by Member Whitehead.
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SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBER WHITEHEAD MOVED TO APPROVE THE TRAILS SUBCOMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER 6, 2011, AS AMENDED. MEMBER FLYNN SECONDED. THE
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY FOUR (4) TO ZERO (0).

3.

Roundabout Update

Mr. Williams presented an update on staff activities regarding the number of planned
roundabouts in the City, specifically in the Airpark area at Hayden/Northsight;
Raintree/Redfield at 76th Place; Raintree/Hayden; and Raintree/Northsight. He reviewed the
function, design features, and critical differences between roundabouts, traffic circles, and
rotaries. Additionally, Mr. Williams provided discussion on the overall safety benefits at
roundabouts and impacts to specific user groups including vehicles, pedestrians, and bicycles.
He provided a detailed review on the various studies conducted at roundabouts and explained
how data was compiled with regards to bike safety and number of crashes at roundabouts. He
pointed out that studies conducted show that roundabouts have greatly decreased the
percentage of fatal/incapacitating crashes.
With regards to bicycle safety, Mr. Williams mentioned that studies show mixed results. He
commented that he does not think there is enough data regarding bike crashes and believes
the percentage of bike crashes at a roundabout or signalized intersection is comparable. Mr.
Williams also provided a detailed review of bike options at roundabouts.
Member Whitehead commented it is important to educate all users on how to use
roundabouts, especially on the right to yield for cyclists versus motorists. Mr. Williams
indicated that extensive education outreach has been conducted thru meetings with various
boards and commissions, City Cable, newspaper, and have offered to do tours with reporters.
Member Whitehead expressed a concern with the line of sight for motorists and/or cyclists at
the roundabouts located at 96th Street/Sweetwater and 104th Street/Cholla. Mr. Williams
indicated that staff will look into this.
Chair Weiss agrees that safety is important and suggests the possibility of working with private
and/or public schools to include education on roundabouts as part of their driver’s training
programs.

4.

Bicycle Friendly Community Update

Ms. Conklu provided background information on the Bicycle Friendly Community program and
gave a brief overview of the City of Scottsdale’s 2011 application submitted to the League of
American bicyclists, which raised Scottsdale from the Silver to Gold award level as a Bicycle
Friendly Community. A review of recently completed bikeway projects in Scottsdale was also
provided and Ms. Conklu noted that Scottsdale will add 30 miles of bikeways during the
coming year.

Trails Subcommittee Meeting
January 26, 2012
Page 3

Some feedback received from the League of American Bicyclists suggested that:
• Staff continue to focus on current and future projects
• Continue to seek input from the Trails Subcommittee and consider working more with
advocacy groups and the community
• Focus on conducting bike month activities and cycling skills classes for adults
• Continue the addition of bicycle detection equipment at traffic signals
• Renew the application in 2015
The Subcommittee commended staff on their efforts.

5.

Transportation Master Plan Update

Chair Weiss provided background information on the creation and purpose of the Trails
Subcommittee and Ad Hoc Trails Task Force. He explained that feedback from both
committees is valuable as the process for the Transportation Master Plan update moves
forward. It was highlighted that the Transportation Master Plan is part of the General Plan that
will go before the voters in March. Whether the General Plan passes or fails, review and
discussion of the Transportation Master Plan will continue with the Transportation Commission
and Trails Subcommittee to seek input and/or make edits to improve the plan.
Mr. Kempton provided a summary of the 2004 Trails Master Plan and 2009 Ad Hoc Citizen
Trails Task Force final report in preparation for creating a new Trails Element during the
Transportation Master Plan Update. Both presentations made were originally given to City
Council on July 1, 2008 and April 28, 2009.
With regards to the Scottsdale Trails Overview presentation, Mr. Kempton provided
background information on the Trails Plan from 1999 thru current and reviewed a map of
completed and planned trails in Scottsdale. He indicated that a current trails map has not
been completed due to an inventory of trails still being conducted by staff. Mr. Kempton also
explained that the 2004 Scottsdale Trails Master Plan action plan goals need to be reviewed to
determine if the identified goals remain current or need updating and proceeded with an
overview of the trails in the Desert Foothills and Mescal Park areas. Lastly, the following key
considerations for City Council to consider were reviewed:
• Trails Master Plan implementation priority
• Trail designation and design
• Funding for Trail Acquisition and construction
• Use of existing right-of-way
• Trails along undeveloped parcels
• Trails maintenance
With regards to the presentation on the Ad Hoc Citizen Trails Task Force Final Report, Mr.
Kempton gave an overview of the Trails Ad Hoc Committee that updated the implementation
portion of the Trails Plan. A review of the specific tasks assigned to the Ad Hoc Committee by
Council was reviewed along with recommendations made by the Committee for each of the
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assigned tasks. It was also noted that Members Jim Flynn and Linda Whitehead participated
in the Ad Hoc Citizen Trails Task Force Committee and that any issues they would like to
discuss further should be communicated to Mr. Kempton for further review and discussion by
the Trails Subcommittee.
Chair Weiss opened the floor for questions and comments.
Member Flynn questioned the status of the possibility of an Adopt-a-Trail Program as
suggested by the Ad Hoc Committee. Mr. Kempton stated this is something that still needs to
be addressed.
With regards to Member Whitehead’s concern on trail enforcement, Chair Weiss suggested
this might be something the Subcommittee could consider discussing and forward a
recommendation to the Transportation Commission for consideration by Council.
Chair Weiss suggested that the next meeting could possibly consist of review and discussion
of project priorities/goals in comparison to what is being looked at today versus what was
approved in the 2004 Scottsdale Trails Master Plan.

6.

Public Comment

No public comment was received.

7.

Identification of Future Agenda Items

None.

8.

Next Meeting

Tentatively scheduled for sometime in April.

10.

Adjournment

With no further business to discuss, Chair Weiss adjourned the Trails Subcommittee meeting
at 10:30 a.m.
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SUBMITTED BY:

Rose Arballo
Transportation Coordinator
*NOTE: These are summary action meeting minutes only. A complete copy of the audio/video recording
is available at http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/boards/Transp.asp

