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SUMMARIZED MINUTES
CITY OF SCOTTSDALE
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2011
KIVA – CITY HALL
3939 DRINKWATER BOULEVARD
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85251

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Weiss called the Regular Meeting of the Scottsdale Transportation Commission to order
at 6:04 p.m.
ROLL CALL
PRESENT:

Josh Weiss, Chair
Terry Gruver, Vice Chair
Paul Holley, Commissioner
Donald Maxwell, Commissioner
Steven Olmsted, Commissioner
Robert Stickles, Commissioner

ABSENT:

Paul Ward, Commissioner

STAFF:

Dave Meinhart, Transportation Director
Rose Arballo, Transportation Commission Coordinator
Walt Brodzinski, Right of Way Manager
Madeline Clemann, Transit Manager
Susan Conklu, Transportation Planner
Sarah Ferrara, Public Information Officer
John Kelley, Transportation Planner
Reed Kempton, Principal Transportation Planner
Phil Kercher, Principal Traffic Engineer
George Williams, Senior Traffic Engineer
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2.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
•
•

Study Session of the Transportation Commission – November 17, 2011
Regular Meeting of the Transportation Commission – November 17, 2011

VICE CHAIR GRUVER MOVED TO APPROVE THE STUDY SESSION AND REGULAR
MEETING MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 17, 2011, AS AMENDED IN THE STUDY SESSION.
COMMISSIONER HOLLEY SECONDED. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY SIX (6)
TO ZERO (0).

3.

PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment was received.

4.

TRANSIT VEHICLE ACQUISITION PLAN

This item is continued discussion from the October Commission meeting relative to what type
of vehicle(s) should be considered for replacement of the City trolleys and El Dorado buses
which are approaching the end of their useful life.
Mr. Kelley presented a review of the existing fleet being utilized on the various trolley routes
and talked about the manufacturers currently available that could provide a high floor trolley
vehicle and low floor buses that could mimic a replica of the trolley. Mr. Kelley noted there is
only one manufacturer that could provide trolley vehicles versus four different manufacturers
that could provide low floor buses. He reviewed the transit provider trend of various
municipalities who provided trolley service by using high floor trolleys and then replaced their
vehicles with standard low floor buses.
Mr. Kelley indicated that staff recommendation is to use a bio-diesel hybrid and explained the
benefits of using this type of vehicle. He also reviewed the suggested vehicle configurations
and features of the proposed vehicles for purchase, and presented detailed benefits in using
the low floor design with ramps versus lifts, which makes it easier for seniors and physically
challenged to get on/off the vehicle. It was also mentioned that although standard low floor
buses result in less maintenance and keep costs down, the bio-diesel/hybrid vehicle is a bit
more expensive, but over the long term will reduce operating costs that are paid for from
Federal and Regional monies. Mr. Meinhart added that typically, an 80% match of Federal
monies is provided for transit vehicles and 20% comes from Prop 400 funds which have been
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identified for transit improvements within Scottsdale. At this time, two vehicles can be acquired
without having to use monies from the City’s .02% sales tax in the CIP.
Staff will conduct a series of open houses to continue to receive public input over the next
couple months, and will return to the Commission in February with further information.
Chair Weiss opened the floor for public comment.
Dave MacDonald, Scottsdale resident, commended staff on work for this project. He supports
the use of ramps on low floor buses which could make it convenient for riders to roll a
shopping cart into the bus.
Staff addressed questions from Commissioner Olmsted relating to vehicle costs for a biodiesel/hybrid vehicle and replacement of battery packs. Mr. Kelley also explained the need of
turbo charging bio-diesel/hybrid engines to meet emissions in order to produce a more fuel
efficient and quiet vehicle.
Chair Weiss supports the use of low floor buses and commends staff on their focus to maintain
the trolley look throughout the various trolley routes.

5.

2012 ROCK AND ROLL MARATHON

Mr. Brodzinski gave an update on this item since significant changes to the half and full
marathon route will impact traffic in Scottsdale, as well as Phoenix and Tempe. Brief
background information was provided on the annual Rock and Roll Marathon that included a
review of previous routes. A review of the proposed changes to the route that will take effect
on January 15th was also provided. Public outreach has been achieved to communicate route
information to the public.
Mr. Brodzinski stated that the new routes will create less traffic impacts in Scottsdale and will
create a shorter impact time frame. A summary of major road closures and/or restrictions for
both courses is as follows:
• Indian School Road, both directions, from Phoenix border to Scottsdale Road (full
marathon)
• WB Thomas, Scottsdale to 64thSreet (half marathon)
• WB McDowell, Hayden to Scottsdale (half marathon)
• NB Scottsdale, McDowell to Thomas (half marathon)
• SB Hayden, south of McDowell (half marathon)
• SB 64th Street, Thomas to McDowell Roads (half marathon)
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No public comment was received.

AGENDA ITEM #6 WAS MOVED TO POSITION 8.

6.

BICYCLE FRIENDLY COMMUNITY UPDATE

Ms. Conklu provided background information on the Bicycle Friendly Community Program and
gave an overview of the City of Scottsdale’s 2011 application submitted to the League of
American Bicyclists, which raised Scottsdale from the silver to gold level as a bicycle friendly
community. A review of recently completed bikeways projects in Scottsdale was also
provided.
Some feedback received from the League of American Bicyclists suggested that:
• staff continue to focus on current and future projects
• continue to seek input from the Trails Subcommittee and consider working more with
advocacy groups and the community
• focus on conducting bike month activities and cycling skills classes for adults
• continue the addition of bicycle detection equipment at traffic signals
• renew the application in 2015
Ms. Conklu asked for questions/comments from the Commission on any bikeways projects or
parts of the program.
No public comment was received.
Transportation Commissioners commended staff on great work. Mr. Meinhart added the high
level of cooperation from Traffic Engineering and Public Works staff has helped the Bike
Program tremendously, especially in comparison to programs in other cities.

7.

TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Mr. Kempton presented part one of the Policies and Procedures that included information on
the following sections:
• Complete Streets Policy
• Transportation Mode Choice
• Transportation system Efficiency
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•

Transportation Safety

Potential issues to address during the update process include:
• Functional classification changes
• Identified cross-sections to evaluate that include all north/south streets in the Downtown
area
• Review of drainage design standards in the north area
• Maintenance costs for all projects
• Review future service and timing of high capacity transit
Mr. Meinhart mentioned that although limited information on future issues will be provided to
the Commission at this time, focus will be spent on what is currently in the plan and asks the
Commission help staff identify some of the issues that need to be looked at before any final
update to the plan is made. More detailed discussions on any changes to the existing plan are
anticipated to be provided after the General Plan goes to a public vote in March.
Mr. Kempton will provide a review of part two of the Transportation Master Plan Policies and
Procedures at the February meeting.
Chair Weiss opened the floor for public comment.
Dave MacDonald, Scottsdale resident, suggests that the plan focus on efficiency and
effectiveness. Relative to sustainable transportation, encourage the installation of plug-in
services for electric and hybrid vehicles in public and private facilities. In addition, Mr.
MacDonald would like to see Professor Simon Washington come back to the Commission to
present updated data on highway safety in comparison to his last study presented on photo
radar on the Loop 101 in Scottsdale.
Vice Chair Gruver suggests that as staff works thru the Transportation Master Plan Update
process, focus should be made on identifying missing pieces or difficult items that perhaps
had, or could have, consequences not foreseen, and extend that to the Commission for their
input/review. She feels it is also important to compare the General Plan with the
Transportation Master Plan to determine if there are any inconsistencies. Additionally, she
would like to hear any information on whether or not there is a policy that defines or describes
Scottsdale’s relationship with other agencies/jurisdictions in the region relative to planning,
regional transportation facilities, etc. Commissioner Olmsted concurred.
Commissioner Holley suggests that focus be made on (1) the facilitating of high capacity
transit in Scottsdale, particularly to the south (Tempe/ASU); (2) recognition of the importance
of interface between pedestrians/cyclists along and across major arterials; (3) providing
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greater islands within medians or at curb sites for places of refuge for people who cross the
street where there are high volumes of traffic; and (4) encourage grade-separated facilities.
Chair Weiss expressed interest in hearing from staff on the following:
• what was most helpful in any hindrances of the plan in terms of priorities
• update on regionalism
• update on ITS (Intelligent Transportation System) that could include a tour of the Traffic
Management Center
• further information on traffic modeling
• Transportation safety thru the use of flashing yellows, HAWKs, etc.
• Relative to Mr. MacDonald’s comments, information on facilities/accommodations for
electric vehicles
• Background and context of high capacity transit
• Update on Chaparral Road
• Update on infrastructure in Downtown Scottsdale relative to density and heights of
buildings
• Overview on the elements and/or ideas that led to the current/future improvements for
improving circulation in the Airpark

8.

ROUNDABOUT UPDATE

Mr. Meinhart commented that with regard to roundabouts, discussions between staff and City
Council continue on the Hayden/Northsight intersection project. At the request of City Council,
staff will be providing additional information for further Council consideration of this project at
their Council meeting scheduled for January 10th.
As part of these efforts, Mr. Williams presented a summary of input that has been received thru
extensive public outreach. He also reviewed the functions, features, and design criteria of
roundabouts and explained the benefits of roundabouts compared to traffic circles. It was
noted that the U.S. Institute for Highway Safety reports that roundabouts model an 89%
decrease in vehicle fatalities, can reduce pedestrian crashes by about 75%, and are generally
safer for pedestrians than traditional intersections.
Relative to the Northsight Extension project, Mr. Williams explained the Northsight Extension
bypass concept and provided comparison performance data of a traffic signal versus a
roundabout at this intersection. Comparison data for cost and construction for a traffic signal
or roundabout was also provided. Overall, a traffic signal will have a lower initial construction
cost and takes less time to construct; whereas a roundabout has long-term operations benefits
and will require slightly less right-of-way.
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Chair Weiss opened the floor for public comment:
Dave MacDonald, Scottsdale resident, referred to an article in the ITE Transportation Journal
of 2002 that featured a study on traffic flow impacts of newly installed roundabouts in the
United States and public opinion. Results showed that roundabouts reduced overall traffic
delays and reduced traffic congestion. Primarily a number of people opposed roundabouts;
however, after construction of a roundabout(s), a majority of people changed their minds and
liked them.
Commissioner Olmsted expressed support of a roundabout at Hayden/Northsight.
VICE CHAIR GRUVER MOVED TO PROVIDE THIS INFORMATION IN THE FORM OF A
RESOLUTION STATING THAT AFTER THOROUGH EVALUATION OF THE PROS AND
CONS OF ROUNDABOUTS OVER SEVERAL MEETINGS AND MONTHS, THE
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION AFFIRMS ITS BELIEF THAT APPROPRIATELY
DESIGNED AND PLACED ROUNDAOBUTS OFFER SIGNIFICANT SAFETY BENEFITS,
REDUCE TRAFFIC DELAYS, REDUCE PROPERTY IMPACTS, AND POTENTIALLY LONG
TERM COST SAVINGS SPECIFICALLY IN REGARD TO THE PROJECT AT HAND THAT
THE TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION HAS CAREFULLY CONSIDERED THE PROJECT
AND CONCLUDED THAT FOR THE SAME REASONS DUE TO THE SIFNIFICANT SAFETY
BENEFITS, REDUCED TRAFFIC DELAYS, AND REDUCED PROPERTY IMPACTS THAT A
ROUNDABOUT AT HAYDEN/NORTHSIGHT WOULD BENEFIT THE CITY AND ITS
TRANSPORTATION NETWORK. COMMISSIONER STICKLES SECONDED. THE MOTION
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY SIX (6) TO ZERO (0).
The Commission’s recommendation will be shared with the City Council before their January
10th Council meeting.

9.

OTHER TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS

Mr. Meinhart reported the following:
•

Scottsdale Road improvements from Thompson Peak to Pinnacle Peak is in phase 1
and the design is 60% complete. Phase 1 includes design of utility relocations required
in the corridor. Staff plans to move forward with design and construction of the planned
bridge at the Rawhide Wash to avoid drainage impacts from an emergency and/or
access standpoint. The target date for construction is Summer 2012.

Transportation Commission Regular Meeting
December 15, 2011
Page 8

•

•

•

10.

A Federal grant used to design shoulder widening (bike lanes on Dynamite from Pima
Road to Alma School Road) is a work in progress. The target date for construction is
Summer 2012.
The Thomas Road Bike/Pedestrian Streetscape Improvements project is at about 90%
design. Timing on construction of this project could be affected due to the closure of
Loloma Station. Staff is working with the Federal Transportation Administration to
determine whether transit, pedestrian and bicycle improvements being designed for
Thomas Road can be used to offset the potential reimbursement of Federal funds used
to construct Loloma Station 13 years ago.
A draft agreement created by the Hidden Hills HOA has been submitted and reviewed
by City staff and the Attorney’s office. It is anticipated that a final document that
addresses the temporary suspension of the bicycle easement on 145th Way will be
forwarded to the Hidden Hills HOA sometime in January. Chair Weiss asks that the
final document be shared with the Commission before it is moved forward to the HOA,
in order to avoid any confusion between the HOA and the City of Scottsdale.

PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment was received.

11.

IDENTIFICATION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

None.

12.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to discuss, Chair Weiss adjourned the Regular meeting at 8:31 p.m.

SUBMITTED BY:
Rose Arballo
Transportation Coordinator
*NOTE: These are summary action meeting minutes only. A complete copy of the audio/video recording
is available at http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/boards/Transp.asp

