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SUMMARIZED MINUTES
CITY OF SCOTTSDALE
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2011
KIVA – CITY HALL
3939 DRINKWATER BOULEVARD
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85251

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Weiss called the Regular Meeting of the Scottsdale Transportation Commission to
order at 6:06 p.m.
ROLL CALL
PRESENT:

Josh Weiss, Chair
Terry Gruver, Vice Chair
Paul Holley, Commissioner
Donald Maxwell, Commissioner
Steven Olmsted, Commissioner
Robert Stickles, Commissioner
Paul Ward, Commissioner

STAFF:

Dave Meinhart, Transportation Director
Rose Arballo, Transportation Commission Coordinator
Susan Conklu, Transportation Planner
Pat Connor, Police Lieutenant
Sarah Ferrara, Public Information Officer
Reed Kempton, Principal Transportation Planner
Kathryn Kleinschmidt, Traffic Engineer
Paul Porell, Traffic Engineering Manager

2.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW TRANSPORTATION COMMISSIONER

The Commission welcomed new Transportation Commissioner Robert Stickles.
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2.
•
•

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
Study Session of the Transportation Commission – October 20, 2011
Regular Meeting of the Transportation Commission – October 20, 2011

COMMISSIONER WARD MOVED TO APPROVE THE STUDY SESSION AND
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 15, 2011, AS AMENDED IN THE
STUDY SESSION. COMMISSIONER MAXWELL SECONDED. THE MOTION
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY SEVEN (7) TO ZERO (0).

3.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Tim Kjellberg, Scottsdale resident in the vicinity of 86th Street and Turney Street,
commented that Turney Street has similar issues that were solved by the speed tables
on 86th Street and Camelback. Recently, the City of Scottsdale provided a building
permit for extension of a 6-foot wall fence to within 25 feet from Turney Street, which
has resulted in a blind spot for drivers turning northbound or southbound from Turney to
86th Street. Due to the extension of this wall, Mr. Kjellberg believes the 86th
Street/Turney Street intersection is now a dangerous intersection as he has observed
drivers exceeding the speed limit of 25 m.p.h. and cars suddenly pop out from behind
the fence. He suggests that speed tables be installed and asked staff to contact him
with further information on this request.

4.

HIDDEN HILLS EASEMENT

Ms. Conklu presented the Commission with updated information on the Hidden Hills
easement as a result of last month’s meeting in which the Commission voted to ask
staff to conduct further research on access to the easement north of Hidden Hills that
connects into Fountain Hills, and to look at other alternatives.
Ms. Conklu reviewed a revised map of the Hidden Hills bicycle easement and provided
a brief summary of discussions held with MCO Properties and Town of Fountain Hills
staff regarding plans for the Adero Canyon subdivision in Fountain Hills. She provided
detailed information on the various connection options staff has developed and noted
that the option for a joint project for a paved path south of Shea Boulevard has no
timeline due to the Town Council of Fountain Hills recently delaying this project.
Ms. Conklu further reviewed key points the Commission might consider when making
their decision and asked for comments and/or questions from the Commissioners.
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Public comment:
James Winebrenner, Scottsdale resident and cyclist, commented that subsequent to
last month’s meeting, he and representatives of the cyclist community met with City staff
and they are excited to look at options for leveraging the easement between 145th Way
and Eagle Ridge. Specifically, Bicycle Haus Racing is very interested in exploring a
tiered access structure that could provide unpaved access leveraging the easement
that may or may not require cyclists to dismount their bikes and walk, but still provide
access to Eagle Ridge Drive and Fountain Hills. It is suggested that the Commission
entertain options to stagger and provide access prior to the full development of the
planned connection by the developer in Fountain Hills as it is known it may or may not
happen within an identified timeline.
Phillip Wilson, cyclist, supports not suspending the easement at this time and suggests
that the Commission focus on directing staff to move forward to establish a connection
with Fountain Hills and Eagle Ridge Drive due to the recent discovery of the easement
in Fountain Hills that was dedicated to Scottsdale. It is believed that suspension of the
easement at this point would serve less than a purpose than it did previously and would
be counterproductive, since development is closer than previously thought. Continued
use of the easement would allow opportunities to further educate other cyclists of the
efforts made so far in preserving the easement and need of riding appropriately to
address homeowner concerns. Mr. Wilson then referred to public comment made at
last month’s meeting regarding a lawsuit experienced by a homeowner relative to a
bicyclist on the easement. After doing research on this lawsuit, Mr. Wilson explained
the situation and indicated the lawsuit had nothing to do with the nature of the easement
and had little to do with the cyclist’s behavior. Homeowners’ statements are overstated
regarding liability and safety. He suggests that the Commission consider this lawsuit
was not a safety or liability issue when making their decision on the easement.
Jack Quinn, resident of City of Phoenix and cyclist, bikes each week to Hidden Hills
and supports that a connection be made to Fountain Hills.
Preston Miller, Scottsdale resident and cyclist, rides 145th Way a couple times per
week because it is one of the safer streets to ride. As a cyclist, he is able to see cars
coming in/out, and there are low car volumes and speeds. The new information is
positive. Based on past and current discussions, he believes the easement should
remain open.
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Sandra Goldberg, representative of Hidden Hills Homeowner Association (HOA),
commented that nothing new has been learned that changes the position of the HOA.
Seven hearings have been held with the Transportation Commission and Trails
Subcommittee, and oral testimony has been presented and evidence has been
documented. MCO is not going to develop in the foreseeable future and problems with
use of the easement still exist; therefore, the HOA renews their request that it is the
appropriate and safe thing to do for the Hidden Hills community and community at large
to close the easement until a connection is brought into fruition.
Charles Dulic, Scottsdale resident and retired professional engineer, commented on
the City’s first class transportation system, but expressed confusion on the issues of this
easement. After his comparison of the bicycle easement on 145th Way and looking at
Via Linda in the area, he suggests that the Commission consider eliminating the bicycle
easement until a safer approach can be found.
Non-speaker Tim Kjellberg, Scottsdale resident, submitted written comments: “Ask
Transportation Commission to motion to await any expenditure until MCO plans are
developed. Disagree that Hidden Hills and Fountain Hills is now unsuitable for even
emergency vehicles and $200,000 is required to make the road/path minimally suitable
for emergency vehicles. Work to fund improvement as soon as possible.”
Chair Weiss commented that many discussions have been held on this issue and
suggested that tonight’s deliberations be broken down into three different distinct
conversations and potential motions to avoid having the same conversations as
previously held.
1) It is important that the Transportation Commission be on the record, whether
they are in support of, or opposed to, a permanent abandonment of the
easement.
2) Discussion should be held on the actual connection itself. If it is believed the
easement should remain, discussions should include how the connection
could be completed as quickly and efficiently, and properly as possible.
3) Depending on the timeline it would take for the connection to be completed,
discussion should include whether a suspension of the easement is
appropriate or not.
Relative to comments made by the public with regards to safety and Commissioner
Olmsted taking the opportunity to become more familiar with the concerned area in
regards to liability and implications of both homeowners and cyclists, he concurred with
Chair Weiss. He also commented he is comfortable with staffs’ due diligence on this
issue.
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Commissioner Maxwell recognizes safety concerns in this area, though also
understands and supports and connection to Fountain Hills.
Chair Weiss expressed his support for a connection to Fountain Hills and the
importance of this easement. Based on all the work done on this issue and prior
decisions made by City Council, this is the area that was designated to be the
connection. At this time, there are no other identified areas that look like an appropriate
alternative for a connection.
VICE CHAIR GRUVER MOVED THAT THE TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
STATE A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE EASEMENT ON 145TH WAY
RECOGNIZING THE PURPOSE AND INTENT OF THE EASEMENT TO ESTABLISH
CONNECTION, AND OPPOSE ANY PERMANENT ABANDONMENT OF THE
EASEMENT. COMMISSIONER MAXWELL SECONDED. THE MOTION CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY SEVEN (7) TO ZERO (0).
Detailed dialogue followed on the connection itself. After much discussion between the
Commission and staff on funding of the connection, emergency vehicle access, grading
of the path, and developer’s participation in this project, Chair Weiss asked for a motion.
COMMISSIONER OLMSTED MOVED TO NOT HAVE THE CITY ALLOCATE
FINANCIAL RESOURCES OR PLANNING TIME TO THIS PROJECT UNTIL SUCH A
TIME THAT THE MCO DEVELOPMENT PLANS OR BEGINNING PHASES ARE
MATERIALIZED. COMMISSIONER MAXWELL SECONDED. CHAIR WEISS, VICE
CHAIR GRUVER, AND COMMISSIONERS HOLLEY, STICKLES, AND WARD
OPPOSED. THE MOTION FAILED SIX (6) TO ONE (1).
Much discussion then ensued on the timeline of the connection and whether or not the
easement should be temporarily suspended. Some concerns were expressed
regarding the purpose of the easement, police enforcement on inappropriate behavior of
cyclists, and communication to homeowners/cyclists regarding the status and/or
intention of the easement.
Chair Weiss asked Ms. Goldenberg of the Hidden Hills HOA to confirm what was
presented in the motion above. Ms. Goldenberg confirmed that nothing has changed
and that the HOA has developed a draft agreement that is ready to be submitted to the
City Attorney’s office for review and consideration should the Commission vote to move
forward.
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COMMISSIONER MAXWELL MOVED THAT THE NON-MOTORIZED EASEMENT AT
THIS LOCATION BE SUSPENDED TEMPORARILY UNTIL SUCH TIME AS
CONNECTIVITY TO FOUNTAIN HILLS CAN BE OBTAINED, OR UNTIL THE
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION AND/OR CITY COUNCIL DETERMINE THAT
OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES WARRANT AN EARLIER REINSTATEMENT OF THE
EASEMENT. ADDITIONALLY, IT IS REQUESTED THAT AN AGREEMENT BE
SIGNED BY HE HIDDEN HILLS HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION COMMITTING TO
SUPPORT REINSTATEMENT OF THE EASEMENT UNDER THE CONDITIONS AS
STATED AND THAT ALL INTERESTED PARTIES, INCLUDING NEW
HOMEOWNERS AND BICYCLISTS WILL BE NOTIFIED THAT THE EASEMENT IS
TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED. COMMISSIONER STICKLES SECONDED.
COMMISSIONERS OLMSTED AND HOLLEY OPPOSED. THE MOTION PASSED
FIVE (5) TO TWO (2).
VICE CHAIR GRUVER MOVED THAT CITY STAFF WORK WITH INTERESTED
PARTIES TO MOVE FORWARD WITH THE POTENTIAL CONNECTION, INCLUDING
COMING BACK TO THE TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION AS NEEDED FOR
ACTION ON FUNDING AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. COMMISSIONER STICKLES
SECONDED. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY SEVEN (7) TO ZERO (0).

6.

NEIGHBORHOOD TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PROGRAM PROJECTS
•

86th Street from Camelback to Highland Modification

Ms. Kleinschmidt reviewed the location of this project and provided background
information explaining why rubber speed tables were installed in January 2010. She
pointed out that since the installation of the two rubber speed tables, residents have
expressed concerns on excessive noise and people driving on sidewalks. Staff has
also observed warping and lifting of the speed tables. As a result, staff is
recommending replacing the split rubber speed tables with asphalt speed cushions
similar to those installed on Roosevelt Street from Scottsdale to Miller Roads. The total
cost for this project is estimated at $15,000.
Mr. Meinhart noted that staff is not proposing other alternate traffic calming options as it
would require the project to start a new Neighborhood Traffic Management Program
process. The proposed replacement device is similar to the traffic calming device that
had been previously approved through the public input process.
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Chair Weiss opened the floor for public comment:
Suzanne Prosnier, Scottsdale resident, expressed concerns with safety, noise (from
the rubber speed tables), and speeding trucks on this residential street. It appears that
traffic has increased with drivers trying to avoid Granite Reef and Chaparral to access
the freeway. “Local Access Only” signs were installed by the City, which have not been
effective. Ms. Prosnier suggests that something needs to be done.
Claude Prosnier, Scottsdale resident, commented the speed tables proved to not be
effective a long time ago. This area is a school zone and feels that a more effective
device, such as a speed radar camera, would be more successful in slowing down
drivers.
Linda Colquette, Scottsdale resident, indicated that the speed tables in this area are
not effective. She had originally suggested the installation of stop signs which would be
more efficient and cost effective; however, at this point, feels that any other type of
device would possibly work much better.
No comments were provided from the Commissioners.
COMMISSIONER WARD MOVED TO ACCEPT STAFFS’ RECOMMENDATION TO
REPLACE THE RUBBER SPEED TABLES WITH ASPHALT SPEED CUSHIONS
AND APPROVE ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR THIS PROJECT. COMMISSIONER
HOLLEY SECONDED. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY SEVEN (7) TO
ZERO (0).
•

68TH Street from Cholla to Shea Boulevard

Ms. Kleinschmidt provided background information on this proposed project in which
staff is requesting the Commission allow an exception to the Neighborhood Traffic
Management Program speed criteria. She reviewed speed and traffic data collected,
which met all program criteria except percentage of vehicle speeds over 35 m.p.h.
No public comment was received.
Staff addressed questions from the Commission regarding why it is believed this project
should be an exception to the speed camera that failed on this segment.
Commissioner Olmsted suggested that perhaps the character of a street, other than
volumes and speeds, could be added as part of the criteria for this program. Mr.
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Meinhart indicated that this could be part of future discussions as the Neighborhood
Traffic Management Program is updated.
Chair Weiss indicated that the City Council has expressed concern that this
Commission has made too many exceptions to the program in the past. However,
safety issues and other concerns should be heard to see if the Commission should
allow an exception.
COMMISSIONER HOLLEY MOVED TO ACCEPT STAFFS’ RECOMMENDATION TO
ALLOW EXCEPTION TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT
PROGRAM SPEED CRITERIA FOR THIS PROJECT. COMMISSIONER MAXWELL
SECONDED. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY SEVEN (7) TO ZERO (0).

7.

NEIGHBORHOOD TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PROGRAM (NTMP) UPDATE

Ms. Kleinschmidt reviewed the two-step process that consists of the Speed Awareness
Program and Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program. She also reviewed the identified
projects for these two programs and gave an overview of the NTMP projects
constructed this year and gave an overview of the program budget.
No public comment was received.
Staff addressed questions from Commissioners regarding landscaping for NTMP
projects and the budgeting process for this program.
Chair Weiss encouraged staff to continue doing surveys and getting feedback from
residents.

8.

DRAFT FUTURE BOND PROJECT LIST

Mr. Porell reviewed an updated list of future bond projects for Transportation as a result
from feedback received from the Transportation Commission in October. The total
amount for these proposed bond projects is estimated at $37.4 million. Mr. Porell asked
the Commission for their concurrence in moving forward with this list to the Bond Task
Force for possible recommendation to the City Council to be placed before the voters.
No public comment was received.
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Staff addressed comments/concerns from Commissioner Olmsted regarding cost of the
Hayden Road intersection and continuing communication and education to the public on
the future bond transportation projects and its processes.
COMMISSIONER HOLLEY MOVED TO RECOMMEND THE TRANSPORTATION
DRAFT BOND PROJECTS LIST, AS PRESENTED BY STAFF, TO THE BOND TASK
FORCE FOR INCLUSION IN AN UPCOMING BOND RECOMMENDATION TO CITY
COUNCIL. COMMISSIONER MAXWELL SECONDED. THE MOTION PASSED
SEVEN (7) TO ZERO (0).

9.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (CIP) PROGRAM

Mr. Porell presented an overview of the draft CIP Program for FY 2013/2017. He
reviewed the status of major projects accomplished in the current fiscal year,
breakdown of where those funds come from and how they will be spent in the program,
and provided a financial update as of September of this year. A review of major CIP
projects currently underway, recently completed, or in design was also given. Mr. Porell
identified the new projects and ongoing programs that are proposed in the draft
Transportation CIP for fiscal year 2013/2017 and indicated that no projects have been
identified for elimination this year.
Next steps in this process are:
• Update with latest expenditure/committed information
• Update with latest revenue forecasts
• Continue to refine the draft CIP
• Approve/adopt the CIP in January 2012 so that it can be forwarded to City
Council
No public comment was received.
Staff addressed questions from the Commission regarding funding for FY 11/12 in
comparison to other years and possible shifting of any unused monies.
Chair Weiss recommended that the Raintree to Thunderbird Extension project remain to
move forward in the CIP under the Airpark Area Access project.
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10.

OTHER TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS

Mr. Meinhart communicated the following:
•
•
•

•

11.

The Scottsdale Road/Cactus Intersection Project consisting of additional turn
lane capacity is expected to be complete by Thanksgiving.
The revised Downtown Trolley Route, which was the result of extensive public
outreach, is expected to launch on December 5th.
The City Council has voted to reconsider the roundabout with turn lanes on the
Hayden/Northsight intersection. This issue is scheduled to be discussed at the
City Council meeting on January 10, 2012.
A brief celebration will be held on November 23rd in honor of the new HAWK
pedestrian crossing at Scottsdale Quarter at the Kierland development on
Scottsdale Road.

PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment was received.

12.

IDENTIFICATION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

None.

13.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to discuss, Chair Weiss adjourned the Regular meeting at 8:54
p.m.

SUBMITTED BY:
Rose Arballo
Transportation Coordinator
*NOTE: These are summary action meeting minutes only. A complete copy of the audio/video
recording is available at http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/boards/Transp.asp

