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SUMMARIZED MINUTES
CITY OF SCOTTSDALE
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
STUDY SESSION
THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 2011
KIVA CONFERENCE ROOM – CITY HALL
3939 N. DRINKWATER BOULEVARD
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85251

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Weiss called the Study Session of the Scottsdale Transportation Commission to order at
5:32 p.m.
ROLL CALL
PRESENT:

Josh Weiss, Chair
Terry Gruver, Vice Chair
William Howard, Commissioner
Donald Maxwell, Commissioner
Steven Olmsted, Commissioner
Paul Ward, Commissioner

ABSENT:

Carleton Cole, Commissioner

STAFF:

Dave Meinhart, Transportation Director
Rose Arballo, Transportation Commission Coordinator
Annie DeChance, Public Information Coordinator
Paul Porell, Traffic Engineering and Operations Manager
George Williams, Senior Traffic Engineer

1.

Review of Tonight’s Regular Meeting Agenda
•

Approval of Meeting Minutes
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No comments were made by the Commission.
•

Truck Route Ordinance Revisions

Mr. Meinhart stated that the Commission acted on this item in January and staff re-confirmed
their support at the last meeting in May. Also, after receiving several comments from residents
regarding Westland and Doubletree Ranch Road, the Commission had asked staff to review all
public comment and present recommendations on any additions to the previously approved
exceptions list. As a result, Mr. Meinhart indicated that Westland Drive is consistent with the
criteria for exceptions; therefore, staff is recommending that it be added to the exceptions list
previously approved. Doubletree Ranch Road does not meet the criteria; therefore, staff
recommends that it not be added to the list of exceptions. No other significant public feedback
was received; therefore, no other roads will be discussed.
With regards to Commissioner Ward’s concerns regarding the classification of the segment of
roadway on Redfield west of 92nd Street, staff will clarify the map that was provided indicating
that Redfield does not warrant the need to be a major collector
•

Roundabout Update

During the Regular meeting, Mr. Williams will present an update on recent completed or
upcoming roundabout projects. Information to be provided relative to roundabouts includes a
review of appropriate roundabout locations, comparisons of volume and accident history,
pedestrian safety, etc.
•

Pima Road Construction Project Update

Mr. Porell, at the Regular meeting, will give an update on the status of two major construction
projects along Pima Road. The first project is the segment between Via de Ventura to Indian
Bend Road, which is still on schedule for completion in July. The second project is the
segment from Deer Valley Road to Pinnacle Peak Road.
Mr. Porell and Mr. Meinhart addressed Commissioner Ward’s concerns regarding the changes
between base contract and final costs for these projects.
Regarding Commissioner Howard’s concerns on a couple bottlenecks further south along
Pima, Mr. Porell explained that some road improvements done by Walmart’s expansion would
ultimately be complete and take care of some of the traffic issues. Mr. Meinhart added that the
Pima corridor has more traffic volume on the north end due to the new casino and stadium
built along Pima. It is anticipated that, over time, the whole Pima corridor to McDowell Road
will consist of four travel lanes.
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Commissioner Howard commented he was pleased with the northern section of this project.
Commissioner Ward suggested that acronyms, when first mentioned within written material
provided by staff, be spelled out in the future.
•

Other Transportation Projects

Mr. Meinhart indicated he will provide a brief update on the two noise walls on the west side
along the Loop 101 that are funded by MAG (Maricopa Association of Governments) and being
constructed by ADOT (Arizona Department of Transportation). He stated that extensive public
outreach has been conducted in trying to come up with a design that matches key elements
discussed with the Transportation Commission and City Council.
Staff addressed Commissioner Ward’s and Commissioner Howard’s questions regarding road
restrictions in the area this weekend, and lifespan of regular asphalt versus rubberized asphalt.
Regarding recently raised issues regarding Chaparral Road, Mr. Meinhart stated that public
input will be sought during the next update of the Transportation Master Plan potentially to start
in the Fall. Mr. Meinhart also commented that travel demand on Chaparral Road west of
Hayden has stayed relatively flat since 1998, even though significant development has
occurred in the northern end of Downtown Scottsdale.

2.

Adjournment

With no further business to discuss, Chair Weiss adjourned the Study Session at 5:57 p.m.

SUBMITTED BY:

Rose Arballo
Transportation Coordinator
*NOTE: These are summary action meeting minutes only. A complete copy of the audio/video recording
is available at http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/boards/Transp.asp

