
ITEM 18B 

Office of the Mayor 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

From: J.P. Twist, Chief of Staff 

Date: October 28, 2011 

Re: Removal of Mr. John Washington from the Airport Advisory Commission 

Enclosed you will find four documents. 

1. Memo from the Mayor regarding Resolution 8890 on the December 1, 2011 City 
Council meeting regular agenda. 

2. Copy of the request for resignation letter sent to Commissioner John Washington 
by Mayor Lane on 10/20/2011. 

3. Original complaint filed by John Washington to the FAA. 
4. Copy of Resolution 8890 



Office of the Mayor 

MEMORANDUM 

To: City Council 

From: Mayor W.J. "Jim" Lane 

Date: October 28, 2011 

Re: Removal of Mr. John Washington from the Airport Advisory Commission 

John Washington's actions of complaint communicated to the Federal Aviation Administration's 
Airports Division Western-Pacific Region Compliance Specialist Anthony Garcia regarding the 
Council's actions on the Zocallo Case (6-GP-2011 and lO-ZN-2011) Tuesday October 18^ have 
given rise to a serious concem as to his motivation with respect to the City and the Airport. 

It is important to the City Council that its appointees to any advisory commission refrain from 
attempts to overrule the Council's right to accept or deny their advice or recommendations. Mr. 
Washington's actions have seriously impaired his ability to serve as an Airport Advisory 
Commissioner. They appear to be an attempt to undermine the authority of the Council, to usurp its 
decision, and to damage the City's relationship with the FAA in an effort to make his point of 
opposition to a Council action. 

Mr. Washington had multiple opportunities to try to convince the City Council of his position. And 
he took those opportunities. Unfortunately for him, after much deliberation and study of the issue 
for weeks leading up to the meeting the Council ultimately disagreed (6-1) with him. It should have 
ended there. Instead, Mr. Washington has attempted to undermine and undercut the Councils actions 
by complaining directly to the FAA. While a super majority of the City Council decided not to 
accept Mr. Washington's assertions regarding SDL's grants assurances with the FAA he still felt the 
need to try and jeopardize the City's relationship with the FAA. These actions are not compatible 
with the Council's expectations of its commission members. Commission members should refrain 
from fostering complaints against the City Council while acting in an advisory position to the City 
Council. 

The City Council appoints citizens to serve on the commission to advise the Council, not to try to 
undermine its decisions when they don't get their way. As a Council, we have an expectation that 
our commissioners will respect that relationship regardless of whether or not they agree with the 
Council's final decision. Mr. Washington has violated that relationship. 

Mr. Washington's actions have reflected poorly on himself and on the City of Scottsdale and fall 
well below the high standards Scottsdale has set for its commission members. A preferable and 



honorable position would have been for Mr. Washington to have resigned before filling his 
complaint with the FAA regarding the Council's decision. 

While the City Council steadfastly supports every resident's right, as private citizens, to disagree 
with the Council, it does not believe it is consistent with the role as a commissioner to undermine the 
Council while serving in an advisory position to the Council. 

It is for these reasons that this Council should adopt Resolution 8890 removing John Washington of 
his position on the Airport Advisory Commission. 



\VJ. "JIM" LANE 
Mayiir 

October 20,2011 

Mr. John Washington 

3518 N. Chambers Court 

Scottsdale, AZ 85251 

Dear John: 

Your personal actions of complaint communicated to the Federal Aviation Administration's Airports 

Division Western-Pacific Region Compliance Specialist Anthony Garcia regarding the Council's actions on 

the Zocallo Case (6-GP-2011 and lO-ZN-2011) Tuesday October 18''' have given rise to a serious concern 

as to your motivation with respect to the City and the Airport. 

It is important to the City Council that Its appointees to any advisory commission refrain from attempts 

to overrule the Council's right to accept or deny their advice or recommendations. John, your actions 

have seriously impaired your ability to serve as an Airport Advisory Commissioner. They appear to be an 

attempt to undermine the authority of the Council, to usurp its decision, and to damage the City's 

relationship with the FAA in an effort to make your point of opposition to a Council action. 

John, the City Council appointed you to serve on the Commission to advise the Council, not to try to 

undermine its decisions when you don't get your way. We have an expectation that our commissioners 

will respect that relationship regardless of whether or not they agree with the Council's final decision. 

You have violated that relationship. 

I have been in communication with other members of the City Council and they are in agreement that 

your actions have reflected poorly on yourself and on the City of Scottsdale. While we steadfastly 

support your right, as a private citizen, to disagree with the Council, we do not believe it is appropriate 

for you to try to undermine the Council while serving in an advisory position to the Council. 

Cily of Scodsdilc J939 l)rink\ra«er B<Milevaiil S<.)iisdiilc. AZ 8^251 
(^80)1I2 24J} (480) 312-2738 lAX jLinc#ScoH5»LilcAZ gov hupyA\wScoii«J;ilfAZ.n..v 



Therefore, we feel that it is in our mutual best interest that I hereby ask for your resignation from the 

Airport Advisory Commission. I, along with other members of the City Council, would prefer not to 

elevate this situation by adding your formal removal from the Airport Advisory Commission to a future 

Council agenda and would hope that you would want to avoid that as well. However we are prepared to 

do that if necessary. 

I sincerely want to thank you for your years of service to the City Council and wish you nothing but the 

best for your future. 

Respectfully, 

lim" Lane 

Mayor 

C: City Council 

Gunnar Buzzard, Chairman, Airport Advisory Commission 

Carolyn Jagger, City Clerk 

David Richert, City Manager 
Gary Mascaro, Aviation Director (SDL) 
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From: John Washington [reactionresearch(S)gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2011 2:04 PM 
To: anthony.garcia(5)faa.gov 
Cc: City Council; Mascaro, Gary; John Berry; 'Lindy Graves'; 'Ann Schultz'; Edward 

Gately; Beth Duckett; Kristena Hansen; Michelle Agner 
Subject: Scottsdale Airport Grant Assurance Complaint 

Tony Garcia 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Western-Pacific Region Airports Division 
15000 Aviation Boulevard 
Room 3012 
Lawndale, California 90261 
Fax Number: (310) 725-6847 

Mr. Garcia, 

Last night, 10/18/2011, the Scottsdale City Council approved a city "general plan" (land use) amendment and a 
rezoning case for a NEW residential entitlement for a high-rise residential project within the Scottsdale Airpark. 
The Airpark surrounds and buffers Scottsdale Airport ("KSDL") from other land uses in the vicinity, including 
residential uses. 

City Council Agenda: 
http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/Assets/Public4-Website/council/Council4-Documents/201l4-Agendas/10-18-
11 Regular Agenda.pdf 
Zocallo Residential: www.scottsdaleaz.gov/Asset41643.aspx 

KSDL has received federal aviation grants, and has in-turn signed grant assurances to the FAA in order to secure 
those grants. I believe last night's approval constitutes a violation of FAA Grant Assurance 21: 

"It [the City of Scottsdale as "sponsor" of KSDL] will take appropriate action, to the extent reasonable, 
including the adoption of zoning laws, to restrict the use of land adjacent to or in the immediate vicinity 
of the airport to activities and purposes compatible with normal airport operations, including landing 
and takeoff of aircraft. In addition, ifthe project is for noise compatibility program implementation, it 
will not cause or permit any change in land use, within its Jurisdiction, that will reduce its compatibility, 
with respect to the airport, of the noise compatibility program measures upon which Federal funds have 
been expended." 

This is just the latest in a disturbing trend of NEW residential entitlements approved by this City Council within 
the Airport Influence Area, including another one last night, and even another two weeks ago. The latter is 
within spitting distance of a development that generates a large percentage (if not most) of the noise complaints 
handled by KSDL staff every year: Ironwood Village. 

Crossroads East: www.scottsdaleaz.gov/Asset41648.aspx 
DC Ranch Parcel 1.2: http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/Asset41536.aspx 

Additionally on last night's City Council agenda there were two other land use cases involving residential 
entitlements similar to Zocallo. 

Scottsdale Airpark Community: www.scottsdaleaz.gov/Asset41644.aspx 

file://C:\Documents and Settings\jptwist\My Documents\Boards_Commissions_Subcom... 10/25/2011 
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CrackerJax: www.scottsdaleaz.gov/Asset41645.aspx 

These two cases were continued to next week's council meeting due to the length of last night's meeting. 
However, both appear certain to be approved with a similar vote count. Together, these three cases represent 
over 1500 new residential units v îthin a distance from the Airport that is less than the length of the runway. 

The Scottsdale City Council's 6-1 vote approving last night's case proceeded in spite of written and spoken 
opposition from airport users, on-airport businesses protected by grant assurances, the AOPA ASN 
representative, the National Business Aircraft Association, the Arizona Business Aircraft Association, a sitting 
Council member who is a pilot and CFII, and members of the Scottsdale Airport Advisory Commission. Two 
weeks ago the Airport Commission voted ago 4-2 against recommending these projects for approval. 

http://www.azcentral.com/communitv/scottsdale/articles/2011/10/10/20111010scottsdale-airport-
commission-reiects-apartment-proposals.html 

In addition, the Airport Advisory Commission AND the City Council resoundingly rejected residential 
entitlements on the Zocallo parcel a year ago. 

These new residential entitlements cut directly against the purpose of the Scottsdale Airpark, which comprises 
commercial and industrial zoning with heavy emphasis on aviation-related uses. These new entitlements also cut 
directly against the City's published land use policy to protect the airport from residential encroachment. Most 
importantly, however, these new residential entitlements are directly contrary to KSDL's published Part 150 
policies. 

These new residential units will inevitably lead to noise complaints against KSDL within days of occupancy. KSDL 
has seen this pattern of occupy-and-complain before from residential encroachment just across the border 
Scottsdale shares with the City of Phoenix, from the aforementioned Ironwood Village, and from the Grayhawk 
development north of KSDL. 

KSDL is not unique in this pattern. Airports in the Phoenix area have closed or experienced major changes as a 
result of encroachment and noise complaints, including one with which I was intimately involved: Williams AFB. 
Willie was a tremendous economic engine for the Southeast Valley of the Sun. Successor Gateway Airport has 
struggled since its inception. 

Echoing another recurring theme across the country, the current members of the Scottsdale City Council simply 
don't understand what is at risk. Further, they have ignored input from their own appointed subject matter 
experts. 

Like Willie to the Southeast Valley, KSDL has profound positive impact on the quality of life of Scottsdale 
residents, to say nothing of its importance as reliever airport in the National Airspace System. Residential 
encroachment threatens both. As a Scottsdale Airport user, a resident of Scottsdale who enjoys the economic 
benefits of KSDL, and a taxpayer who has invested in the airport with my tax dollars, I ask for your assistance. 

The Zocallo approval has a brief period in which it can be challenged before it becomes legally binding. I believe 
a little education from the Airports Division on both the legal obligations of the City of Scottsdale as sponsor 
benefiting from FAA grants and the reasons behind the grant assurances might help the Scottsdale City Council 
rethink this unwise decision before it is too late. 

Thank you for your assistance with this matter. 
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John Washington 
480.229.1831 
john(g?reactionresearch.com 
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RESOLUTION NO. 8890 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA REMOVING A MEMBER OF THE 
AIRPORT ADVISORY COMMISSION. 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Scottsdale as follows: 

Section 1. That pursuant to the authority of Division 1 of Chapter 2, Article V, 
Section 2-241, of the Scottsdale Revised Code, the City Council hereby relieves JOHN 
WASHINGTON of his duties and responsibilities related to, and removes JOHN WASHINGTON 
from, his position as a member of the Airport Advisory Commission of the City of Scottsdale. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Scottsdale, 
Maricopa County, Arizona, this 1^' day of November, 2011. 

CITY OF SCOTTSDALE, 
a municipal corporation 

W.J. "Jim" Lane 
Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Carolyn Jagger 
City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
Office of the City Attorney 

ruce Wasnbum 
)ty Attomey 

By: Jennifer Pollock 
Assistant City Attorney 

9103394vl 
























