
  APPROVED 10/20/2021 (sb)

   
*SUMMARIZED MEETING MINUTES* 

City of Scottsdale 
Environmental Advisory Commission 

Regular Meeting 
5:30 p.m.;  Wednesday, September 22, 2021 

Community Design Studio 
7506 E. Indian School Road, Scottsdale, 85251 

 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 5:31 p.m. 
 
 
PRESENT: Chair Natalie Chrisman Lazarr, Vice Chair Anthony Coletta; Commission Members: 

Tammy Bosse (attended electronically at 5:35 p.m.), Walter Cuculic, Ryan Johnson, 
Steven Schlosser 

 
ABSENT: Commission Member David Abranovic 
 
  
STAFF PRESENT: Tim Conner, Manager, and Sam Brown - the Office of Environmental Initiatives; 
   Brent Stockwell, Assistant City Manager; Michael Burrell and Amanda Willis, 
   IT/Video Support 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: Meeting was live streamed on Scottsdale You Tube channel to the public. 
   One member of the public was present; no public comment was received. 
 

1. Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes for July 21, 2021: 
 Vice Chair Coletta made a motion to approve the Summarized Meeting Minutes from 

August 18, 2021 with Commissioner Schlosser providing a Second for the motion. This 
motion carried 5-0, with Chair Chrisman Lazarr, Vice Chair Coletta and Commissioners 
Cuculic, Johnson and Schlosser voting for APPROVAL. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation by contacting the Office of Environmental 
Initiatives at 480-312-7833 (if any)]. Requests should be made 24 hours in advance, or as early as possible, to allow time 
to arrange the accommodation. For TTY users, the Arizona Relay Service (1-800-367-8939) may contact the Office of 
Environmental Initiatives at 480-312-7833. 
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2. Personal address to the Commission:  Commissioner (and former chair) Steven Schlosser 

addressed the Commission during his final meeting as a member.  Assist City Manager Stockwell 
informed the Commission that Commissioner Schlosser could still retain his position until the City 
Council appoints his replacement (after the October 20 meeting). 

 No Action 

3. Update, discussion, and possible Commission recommendations to staff regarding the 
Scope of Work for the Scottsdale Sustainability Plan.  Dr. Mark Roseland from ASU’s Rob and 
Melani Walton Sustainability Solutions Services provided an update on the content and timeline for 
the rollout and presentation of the proposed Scope of Work to the Scottsdale City Council at the 
City Council Work Study Session on October 5, 2021.  Chair Chrisman Lazarr requested that the 
proposed rollout have calendar dates to focus the effort.  Commissioner Cuculic initially expressed 
disappointment with the thought that it would take two years to accomplish the Sustainability Plan 
when so many cities have already laid down the footprint.  Mr. Stockwell emphasized that 
Scottsdale’s aggressive efforts to seek sustainability were pressing forward on many fronts, and 
that nothing was statically waiting for the Plan to be finished first.  He stressed the importance of 
strategic and thoughtful planning. 

No Action 

4. Discussion and possible Commission recommendations to staff and/or City Council 
regarding the Urban Heat Island Study - Strategies for a Cooler Scottsdale: The Commission 
discussed aspects of the ASU study that they wanted Chair Chrisman Lazarr and Commissioner 
Schlosser (as the Commission’s authorized representatives) to publicly address at the City Council 
Work Study Session on October 5, 2021.  During this discussion, Commissioner Schlosser 
emphasized the economic and social consequences of elevated ambient temperatures (as 
published in a Science News article) and preserving the overall quality of Scottsdale life. 

 No Action 

5. Discussion and possible Commission recommendations to staff on promoting public 
awareness on water conservation measures, incentives and messaging in response to the 
formal drought announcement from the Bureau of Reclamation.  Chair Chrisman Lazarr 
opened the topic by discussing the attached memorandum from the Scottsdale Water Policy 
Manager, Gretchen Baumgardner, to the Commission.  The memo suggested a series of water 
conservation video ideas, proposed working with the Commission on a Water Warrior Recognition 
Award.  The Chair, Vice-Chair Coletta and Commissioner Cuculic agreed to work together with Ms. 
Baumgardner on these messaging promotions.  Commissioner Cuculic inquired about the most 
effective way to promote “turf removal” as a water conservation measure for commercial properties.  
He suggested focusing on the large property management firms instead of diluting the effort with 
the multitude of individual homeowners associations (HOAs). 

 No Action 

6. Discussion and possible Commission recommendations regarding the draft letter to City 
Council (attached) in support of, and education about, the protection of bees as plant 
pollinators. 
Commissioner Bosse made a motion to approve the draft letter to City Council without 
amendments or edits; Commissioner Johnson provided a Second for the motion, which 
carried 6-0, with Chair Chrisman Lazarr, Vice Chair Coletta and Commissioners Bosse, 
Cuculic, Johnson and Schlosser voting for APPROVAL. 

  



Environmental Advisory Commission           APPROVED Summarized Minutes 
Wednesday, September 22, 2021 Page 3 of 3 
 

 

7. Discussion and possible Commission recommendations to staff on Public Outreach 
Strategies for sustainability topics currently under consideration by the Commission or 
matters of environmental concern submitted to the City or Commission through public 
forums.  Commissioner Johnson initiated the discussion with a question about how the City 
proceeded at first with the development of a Sustainability Plan instead of a Climate Action Plan, 
such as put forward by the City of Tempe.  Mr. Stockwell explained that the Sustainability Plan was 
deemed to be the broader-based approach that would ultimately lay the footprint for the Climate 
Action Plan. Many of the latter’s components are currently under consideration for development 
(e.g., the ASU Urban Heat Island Study’s recommendation for a tree canopy assessment.  Chair 
Chrisman Lazarr  discussed the “public outreach” aspect of including citizens in the gathering and 
reporting of private property tree inventories. 

No Action 

8. Discussion and possible Commission recommendations to staff on promoting public 
awareness of green events and sustainable practices during the Canal Convergence public 
art event.  The event organizers have recommended that the Commission not be involved in this 
year’s event, due to Covid-19 management decisions for volunteers.  The Commission is strongly 
encouraged to participate in next year’s planning process.  The Chair tabled this item until February 
2022. 
No Action 

9. Discussion and possible Commission recommendations to staff regarding written 
supplemental information to be provided to the Audit Committee for the Sunset Review of 
the Scottsdale Environmental Advisory Commission on October 18, 2021.  Staff Liaison, Tim 
Conner, advised the Commission that the Sunset Review process has been pushed back to either 
the November 8th or 15th.  Chair Chrisman Lazarr will have a letter prepared for the Commission to 
review at the October 20 Commission meeting. 
No Action 

10. Staff Updates: 

• General updates  – Tim Conner 
• Green Building updates  -  Anthony Floyd 
• Sustainable Scottsdale Steering Team updates – Brent Stockwell 

No Action 

11. Review of anticipated items for the October 2021 Commission agenda, including requests 
by Commission Members for items to be included on future agendas. 

 
• Commission Sunset Review discussion & possible action 
• Collection of compostable yard waste in residential green bins 
• Recyclable construction materials  -  market conditions and constraints 
• City tree inventory utilizing citizen participation 
• Energy Savings Performance Contract and community solar projects update 

 
 

Adjournment: 7:03 p.m. 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Agenda Item  #5 
 
 

 
  



 
Agenda Item  #6 
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